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The INTRODUC TION. 


U R Bleſſed Saviour has taught 
us, That there are ſome Ways 

f Worſhiping God, which have 
” 1o great a Mixture of Human: - 
vention in them, that they are Yan and Un- 
acceptable to Him, Mark vii. 7: In wvain 
(faith He) 4o they Worſhip me, teaching for 
Do&rines the Commandments of Men. This 
B obligerctt 


2 The Introdution. 


obligeth every Man who has a Concern tor 
his Soul, to examine carefully the Worſhip 
he offers to God, whether it be ſuch as God 
has inſtituted ; leſt his Service ſhould be re- 
jected with that Cenfure in tize Prophet, 


Who has required this at your hands ? But more- 


eſpecially it concerns the Paſtors of the 
Church, who have the Direction of the 
Publick Worſhip of God, to be careful in 
Examining this Matter, that they may be 
able to ſatisfie their own Conſciences, as well 
as the People's committed to their Charge, 
concerning the Purity of the Worſhip which 
they practiſe Themſelves, and recommend 
to Others. 


{I It has pleaſed God, in tis/ Providence; 
to make Me an Overſeer over ſome part of 
his Flock in this Kingdom ; and-Hook upon 
it to be my Duty, to uſe my Endeavours to 
Inſtru& Thoſe that are committed to my 
Charge, in the Worſhip of God,. according 
to the Rules he has preſcribed; and to Warn 
lach as I conceive to ſwerve from them 
of their Miſtakes. I hope it will be of U 
and Satisfaction to Thoſe that joyn with Me 
in the Publick Worſhip of God, to find, on 
Examination, That what they there practiſe, 
is agreeable to God's Inſtitution. And as to 


thoſe that think otherwiſe, I perſuade my 
el 


The Inirodufion. 3 
elf, that an Admonition in the Spirit of 
Meekneſs can give them no juſt Offence, 
but rather be of Uſe to them alſfo,by obliging 
them to Examine and Reviſe their Ways, 
that they may corre their Judgments, 
- from what I offer, they ſhall ſee Reaſon 
Or it, ES | | 


NM. In order to help thoſe concerned t 
make a trne and impartial Judgment in theſe 
Matters, Idefire them to conſider, 


T/t, That it belongs only 30 God, to give Rules 
how He will be Warſhipped, Thus, I ſup- 
poſe, will be granted by all, ſince it ſeems tg 
be a Truth naturally implanted in the Minds 
of Men, and univerſally acknowledged in 


all Times. 


| 2dh, 1 takeit for a Truth agreed toby the 
generality of Proteſtants, That the Holy Scrip- 
tures contain the Revelations of God*s Will, con- 
cerning his Worſhip. SDS: 

_ 34h, From theſe Two, we may reſany 
inferr, That it concerns us to keep as. cloſe 
as we canto thoſe Direions which God has 
been pleas'd'to afford us in his Word, with- 
out Adding to, Onutting, or Altering any 
thing that He has there laid down. For, 
lince God has vouchſafed us a certain Di- 
rection tor his Worſhip in the Holy Scrip- 


2 TUICce. 


4 The Introduftion. 


tures, it is to be ſuppoſed, that all Ways 
of Worſhip are diſpleaſing to Him, that 
are not expreſly contained. or warranted 
by Examples of Holy Men mentioned 
therein. | | 
4thly, We muſt obſerve, That the Wor- 
ſhip of God is either Inward or Outward. 
The Inward Worſhip of God, confiſts in the 
Inward Homage and Subje&ion of our Minds 
to him. The Outward, conſiſts of ſuch Acts 
and Duties as ſerve to expreſs this Inward 
Subje&ion of our Souls ; or that promote, 
encreaſe, or contribute towards it. Thus, 
for Inſtance, Vocal Prayer is a Part of Out- 
ward Worſhip ; becauſe it expreſſes the 
Inward Dependance of our Souls on God. 
Thus, Reading the Word of God, is a Part 


of the ſame ; becauſe therein we acknow- | 


ledge our Subjection to Him,. and to his 
Laws, and uſe it as a Means to Promote and 
encreaſe this Subje&tion. _ Thus, Celebra- 
tion of the Sacraments, is a Part of the ſame 
Worſhip ; becauſe in them we not only ex- 
reſs our Dependance on God for his Grace, 
hoc likewiſe oblige and bind our ſelves toſerve 
Him. And the ſame holds in all Outward 
Acts of Worſhip. 
gthly, We muſt remember, That *tis in 
theſe Outward Ads that we are more imme- 
diately concerned as Publick Worſhippers ; 


tor 


The Introduttion. 5 
for we' 'cannbt know . the Inward Worſhip 
which Men pay to God in their Minds, but 
as it appears. to us by theſe Ourward Ads : 
And generally, when. we ſpeak of the Pub- 
lick Worſhip of God, we mean this Ont- 
ward; and. concerning it, are the . great 
Diſputes and Differences among us; all of us 
being agreed'as to the Inward, and of what 
ſort that ought to be. 


TV. Having” premiſed theſe few things, 
which, I hope, will be granted by all; I jhall 
proceed dire&tly to my propoſed Under- 
taking 3 and att with the greateſt Fair-. 
neſs and Impartiality I can, Examine and 
Compare the Worſhip of God, which is di- 
rected and warranted by Scripture, as well 


| with that which is preſcrib'd and practis'd by 


our Church, as with that which is practis'd 
by ſuch as ditfer from us. 


V. Now, it we conſider the Ordinary Ser- 
vice of God, as preſcrib'd and pradtis'd in 
Scripture, we ſhall find the Main Subſtan- 
tial Parts of it to be theſe Five: V:z. 


Praiſes, 
Prayers, 
Fearing, i 
Bodily Worſhip : d 
l F 'B 3 Celebra- 
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' The Method I ſhall os th Dilerig of 
each of theſe, ſhall be, 


Firſt, To ſhew what the- oY $opucs 
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Secondly, T ſhall conſider the Practice of 
our Church, with relation to thoſe] TAR 
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What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe 


concerning them. 


4 Þ + 
* 


L...JMrſt then, as; to the [Praiſes of God. 
.. 4+ The Seriptures both of the Old and 
New Tefaments require the Uſe of the 
Plalms, inioffgring: up. Praiſes. to God. ..We 
find in the-1d Teſtament, 2 Chron. 29, 39+ 
iHezekinh the Krtigy awd the Princes, commanded 
the, Tevites n0\ (img. Praiſes to:the Lord with the 
words of: Dawid;' and. of. Aſaph 3: and- they ſang 


with gladnieſs..; This Command of Hezekiab 


proceeded from God, .andi'was approved by 
him- - The fame way - of Praifing God Gqn- 
tired. in the Jewiſh-Church till our Saviour's 


time 5 And after that,. we have yet a-more 
poſitive, Command: for the Uſe of them by 


the Apoſtle, Ephe/ſ. 5. 19. Speaking to your 
ſebves in Plalm? » _ Sh _- Aivignel 
Songs. And, Col. g. 16. Let the words of Chriſt 
awell in you richly, in all wiſdom, teaching: aud 
admoniſhing one another in _ and Hymns, 
4 an 


$ Of Praiſes, Chap. I, 

end fpiritual Songs; ſinging, and making me-. 

peg iu, grace S your cr to the Lad. > 

think there is no room. to doubt, but by the 

Pſalms, 8c. in theſe places, is meant the 

Book of P[alms, which the: Hbly Ghoſt has 
* l{eit for this purpoſe to the Church. 

II. Though the Scriptures recommend 
to us Singing of Pſalms, yet in ſome Caſes 
they allow us:to Say them. I will not inſiſt 
on thoſe places of Scripture- that ſeem to 
require us to do fo, (fuch as Pſal, 118. 2, Let 
Iſrael now lay, that his mercy endureth for ever © 
Jet the Houſe 'of Aaron" now Tay, and let them 
that fear the Lord now lay, &c.) becauſe theſe 
Expreflions being Poetical, may be ſo inter- 
preted, as ta mean Singing 3 though there 
1s no Neceflity- of reſtraining the general 
Command of Saying or $ line the Praiſes 
of God to Singmg only. We find in Scrip- 
ture feveral ſacred Hymns ; particularly of 
Hamah, the Bleſſed Virgin, Zacharias, and 
Simeon, and the Saints in' Heaven, Rev. 7. 12. 
8 12. 17. which are ſaid to have been Said 
by them reſpeRively ; and the Circum- 
ſtances in the Yevry do- not-make it probable 
that they wereſung. From all which'we may 
reaſonably inferr, That where People can 
ſing, they are-obliged to do- it, in Obedience 

aGod's Command : But where,through any 
Vee of Nature or Art, they cannot Sing 
x. | Decently, 


Sefti1. How Warranted by Scripture. *g9 
Degently, they may be diſpenſed with Says 
inp. . PE Poople ought not by this Indut 
gence—to be encouraged to negled Singing 
altogether z or to: think that' God doth not 
require it of chem,: when by a little Pains or 
Induſtry. they may- attain to' the *Artiof 'Qe- 
cent! erforming it in his Service. oy 
mr Tis 'certain;,” the Word of God' re- 
commendeth to us Pſalms and Hymns in 
Proſe,  for- our- Praiſing God. ' If we look 
into the Songs of the Bleſſed Virgin, of 'Z%- 
charias, or Simeon, we ſhall find them all in 
Proſe ;' and ſuch are the 'Songs of the 'Bleſed, 
which they"are: repreſented Singing, inthe 
Revelations, particularly Chap. f. 9. 8 15. 3: 
As to the Hebrew Pſalms, ?tis evident, th: 
they are Poetical ;* but the Poetry. of then 
conſiſts rather in 'the'Style and matiner of 
Expreflion, than in any certain Meaſures 6t 
Verſes ; which thoſe that have ſearched molt 
narrowly into them, have yet been able to 
diſcover, ſo: as ' to ſatisfie an indifferent 
Reader, - But- whatever Poetry there may 


| be in them, we cannot find, by any of the 


ancient T ranflations which were made ule 
of by the Church, in our Saviour's, or his 
Apoſtles time, or in the Ages immediately 
following, that they or (the firſt Chriftians 
did fing any thing-in Yerſe ; burt-we are ſure 


. That they ſung Hyrans in Proſe : So that we 


have 
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10 Of, Praiſes," \1 « .Chap:F 
= no. certain Scriptural — for-th 
Uſe of Verle or Metre in the Praiſesof G 
'Perhaps ſome.. may fanſis. that Yerls,or 
Meaſure was not. in uſe in, thoſe Countries, 
and, that therefore. they ſang their. Songs.in 
Proſe ;. but .this.is .a Mi Poetry; and 
Verles were, then in of lares, whereabs 
Ts you Koper ing&s4%5equelt ; 14nd 
—N pls 199 When, the. New 
T ——_ _ panogd's.qnd, $t- We baye 
no Examplechegein of their Uk 6 inthe-Prgi: 


rs of God.:.; 


A 3 4 very, manifeſt.chat; TRAIN 


hom hoes (+ ice, not Necellity. :.,For if the Ho- 


J thoyght Verſa necellary ;for 
Lying, Plans, WS, MAY. prokame he; would 
; inffjred Omg gf] the; Holy; Men-.in 
vcriptarecs (When Extraprdinary:Gifts were 
{a commor ,:gicher to; Franſlare the Plalms 
of. the Old Teſtament into Verle,-.or elſe, to 
Gompole, {meet the other;Hymns that-are 
recorded.in the New, after that WAY 3 Buc 
neither of. theſe. having been done , 'tis, at 
leaſt a preſumption that we may praiſe God 
as acceptablyin Proſe as in Verle. 

And there is one thing further to be conſi- 
dered, That the Prophets of the Heathen, 
who pretended to be inſpired , generally 
wrote their Prophecies ad their Hymns to 
their Gods, in Verſe ; We know not but this | 
may 
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Seft,. I, How Warranted by Scripture. II 


may be one, Reaſon why. the Holy Ghoſt 
thought fit that ſuch as were inſpired by Him 
ſhould' decline! that way of Recording their 
Prophecies or Praiſes. 

i Asth the hy Seripeures pr preſerve, xs the Uſe 
of Plats in, the FIN God, blo they'« en- 
courage us to0 fer ole Praiſes by way of Re- 
(ponſes, or Anſwering : 'For this, 'we Havp the 
be {t Exam les that' can be defired, even the 
Need « Angels : and glorified Saints : : Sp Jo. 

"And one crigd 1 wnto Kiel 5 Holy, Holy, 
> h is the Larg of Hoſts, A d the Church 
itmphanc throtigh < 5 wi! O No Revelation | is 
(think) conftartly repre! | [7 ed raiſing God 
after this manner. 59 Lk g. where Th 
Mulritnde, that {FP welen 1 TED fried out 
with i a : loud "Dolce. Met Ni 70 onr 
Cog, whic fitteth 5 ion "784 oy "and f0 the 
Lowb. 'Knd then, The fngel; and Elders, 
who" repreſent” the” Clergy, per form their 

rt, ver/. 12. ſaying, , Amen 3 Bleſſing, and 
Gluy, and Wi Tao, an: Than Wgroing, and F- 
Nour , and Power, "and Might, e unto our God, 

They are repreſented the ſanie way anſwe- 
ring one angther, Chap. 19. 1. 1 beard a great 
Voice of. much People 3 in Heaven ſaying lelu- 
ia; "this they repeat (ver. 3 Jr En the Twen- 
ty. four Elders (repreſenting , as before ; the 
Clergy) anſwer (werſ. 4.) Amen, Allelaia. 
Th hen (werf.. Fe ) a Voice came out of the Thrope 


ſaying 


« 


_=— Praifes,  _Chap.I. 
' Prajfe. or God. Upon which (werf, 
Sg People reſume their part, and anſwer, 
Alleluia: for the Lord Omnipotent Reigns. T 
make no queſtion byt this is taken b Alluſi- 
on from the manner of the Church's Prai- 
ſing God on Earth ; and there is nothing in 
it but what i. agreeable to St. PayPs Com- 
mand, of Teaching and Admaniſh hing one ano- 
ther in Pſalms, a 2 f Hymns, and Spiritual Songs ; 
which fippoles every one to have ſhare in 
chem, either; by. turns, or by bearing a part, 
Ic is obſervable,, that the Pl ims contain 
many excellent  oſtrucicg ; and Exhortati 
ons, .as well as Tales ann Ie and thi oY 
fore St. Paul. EO TAA Mm, to Chriſti- 
each for their Mm In TN ind Admoni- 
It w was, mn the refore for one to 
fog ing, and the.reRt to hearken for their Inftru., 


ion and Edifeation, as, appears x Cor. 14. 3I. 
For ye may. all propheſie one by one, that all may 
kearn and be comforted : Proj beſying here (as 
we may find from the. 26th. Verſe of this 
Chapter) includes Pſalms as well as Do&rines, 
Tongues, Revelations and Interpretations 3 and 
the praiſing God one by one, or by turns, a- 
mounts to praiſing Him by. way. of Reſpon- 
les or Anſwering ; 8 and tho? - theſe Prophets 
were inſpired, yet it is plain” they acted in 
this according to the ſettled” Order of the 


Church, Verſ. 33. As in all the Chirches of the 
Saimts 


Set. 1. How Warranted by Scripture. 17 


Saints; and theſe inſpired Prophets thus prai-/ 
ſing God one by one, is an unqueſtionable Pre- 
cedent that God approves this way in his 
Prajles. | | 

This Way of praiſing God by Anſwering 
one another, is the moſt Ancient we find in 
Scripture. For thus Ariam praiſed God , 
Exod..-15. 21. And Miriam anſwered them, 
Sing ye tothe Lord, for He hath Triumphed glori- 
ouſly, &c. And the laſt Song recorded in 
Scripture is of the ſame ſort, Rev. 19. as is 
before-mentioned. 

\. ] reckon the Songs with' which the Wo- 
men of Jj/rael received Saul, 1 Sam. 18. 7. to 
be Religious, and there it is expreſly ſaid, 
That they anſwered one another : And Chap. 
21. 11. Did they not ſong one t0 another 7? &C. 
But wherher theſe Songs were Rehgious or 
No, it is certain that the Frame and Compo» 
ſition of ſome Pſalms are ſuch, as plainly 
diſcover that they were deſigned to be fun 
in parts ; and as much is owned by the beſt 
Commentators : Such are the 24, and 118. 
Pſalms. 

It 15 to be obſerved that the Law of Moſes 
neither preſcribes Pſalms in the praiſes of 
God, nor Singers, nor the way of Singing : 
Thele all therefore are parts of Natural Reli- 
g10n, and indeed ancienter than the Law, as 
appears by Exod, 15. What therefore we find 
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I4 _ Of Praiſes, © Cliap.T: 


ini the Old Teſtament concerning theſe, 'is 
either from the immediate Preſcriptions and 
Revelations of God by his Prophets, or frotts 


the Dictates of Nature, and not any. part of 


the Ceremonial Law. And'tis obvious that 
Natural Neceffity will teach any conſidering 


Man this way of alternate finging or anſwe-' 


ring in parts ;. for it the Songs be wk, Ka: 
OICe 


anne of the Pſalms are, no one Man's 


' Can hold out to the end. | $0 
V. The Holy Scriptures recommend tons; 
the uſe of Inſtruments in the praiſes of God; 
the Pſalmiſt frequently uſes and recommends 
them, and the whole Book of Pſalms is con- 
eluded with this Advice, Pſal. 150. ver. 3. 
Praiſe him with Timbrel, praiſe him with ſtring- 
ed Ioſtruments and Organs, &c. Thus Religi- 
ous Perſons were taught to praiſe God before 
the Law. Ex. 15.20. And Miriam the Pro- 
Pheteſs the fiſter of Aaron, took a Timbrel in her 
band, and all the Women went after with the 
Timbrel, &c. And thus the Blefled in Hea- 
ven are repreſented praiſing God. Rev. o. 8. 
and 14. 2. "The Writers of the New Teſta- 
ment recommend to us the Pſalms which 
were the Hymns of the Jewiſh Church, and 
command us to fing them, and ?tis obſerva- 
ble that the word we render Sing, Jam. 5.13. 
originally implies fging with an Inſtrument. 
Now if they had not approved the Jewiſh 
| T way 
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Seft.1: How warranted by Srriptare. rs 
way of ſinging them', which was with In- 
{truments, they would nothaye uſed a word 
that imported it ; nay it is not to be doubted 
bug they would havecautionef ys againſt it"; 
but the uſe of Inſtruments. (@s. I have ſhewed 
beforein the Caſe of Miriam) being no part 
of the Ceremonial Law , but antecedent to 
it, ought not to ceaſe without ſome Com- 
mand or Precept condemning it. | 
VI. Laſtly, The Scripture” requires that 
we underſtand the praiſes we ſing to. God ; 
and this warrants our Tranſlating them into 
the: Vulgar Tongue: It is 4 Duty therefore 
incumbent on the Governours of the Church, 
t6 procure the Pſalms to be Tranſlated for the 
Ute of the People under their Charge, and 
they may expett the Afﬀfiſtance of God's Spi. 
rit when they attempt it, in Obedience to 
his Command. Burt if through Humane 
Frailty, any miſtake, not centrary to Faith, 
ſhould creepin, this ought to be no Excepti- 
on againſt the Uſe of the Tranſlation, ſince 
there-are ſuch Miſtakes both' iti the Syrzac, 
Greek and Latin Tranſlations, ſome of which 
are of great Antiquity, and were uſed by our 
Saviour himfelf , nd his Apoſtles. 
Theſe are the Directions the Scriptures 
gives us for the performance of this firſt part 
of the Worſhip 'of God, w hich conſiſts in 
praiſes, and the manner we find them offer'd 
to Him by his Saints. Det, 
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The manner of Praiſing God Publickly, 
—_ is preſcribed and praftiſed by our 
Charch, _ . = | 


N 


—_— | | 99 

t. That. we are dire&ed to praiſe, glori- 
fie, and confeſs to God every Day, in a cer- 
tain number of Pſalms of his own Appoint- 
ment, out of the Old Teſtament ; and 
then in ſuch Hymns as are recorded in 
the New: And «o theſe there are added 
fuch other Hymns , Confeflions of Faith 


Ow as to the manner of offering Praz- 
/es 1n our Church, it is to be conſide- 


and Thankſgivings, as will appear by and by - 


to be agreeable to the general Dire&ions of 
Scripture. gn | 

But inaſmuch as the Myſtery of the Holy 
Trinity is more explicitly revealed to us un-. 
der the Goſpel, than it was to thoſe under 
the Law ; Therefore our Church has thought 
fit to require us with every Palm and Hynm 
co intermix, Glory be to the Father, to the Son, 
and to the Holy Ghoſt 5 As it was in the Begin- 
zing, is now, and ever ſhall be: To ſignifie that 


we believe, that the ſame God was worſhiped 


by 


Sea. #>.' How pradiſed by oar Churth. 15 
by-them as by. us; the ſame Ged that is glori- 
fed in the P/alms, having been from the be- 
ginning Father, Son, and. Holy Ghoſt, as well 
25 now :- So that our aſcribing this Glory ex- 
preſly to. the Three Perſons in whoſe Name 
we are Baptized, ought not to be taxed as 
any real Addition to the P/alms, it being on- 
ly uſed as - a neceſſary Expedient to turn the 
Fewiſh Pſalms into Chriſtian Hymns, and to fit 
them for the Ule of the Church now, as they 
were hefore for the Uſe of the Synagogues 
which practice I preſume can give caute of 


Exception to none but Socinians. ; , _. 
2. Our Church Orders theſe Pſalms to be 


either Sung or Said, 85 the People are able to 
offer them ; not_ being willing to lay a great- 
er reſtraint on them than the Scripture has 
done : In which (as I have already ſhewed) 
we have. Examples for both .theſe ways of 
praiſing God. _ EE i i 
 3- They are propoſed to us in Profe; 
without any other- alteration from the Ori- 
ginal than what was neceſlary to make them 
intell:gible in our Language... _ 
 4- The People are allowed to bear their 
part in them, and either to ſing or ſay theni 
by way of Anſwering: This is according to 
the Scripture Examples, but it is not impo- 
{ed, except in very tew Caſes. 


C 2. Our | 
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5. Our Church permitteth the Uſe of 
ſome grave Muſical Inſtruments to regulate 
the Voices of thoſe that ſing, and to ſtir up 
their Aﬀe&tions, which are the Natural Et- 


feas'of Muſick, and feem more requiſite in - 


Northern Countreys, where generally Peo- 
ple's Voices are more harſh and untuneable 
than in'other places ; but this is not impoſed 
in any Congregation, nor doth any Rule of 
our Church require it, and therefore it 1s at 
the Peoples Choice, whether they will uſe 
the holp of theſe Inftruments or no. 
'6. This then is the care our Church has 
An, for the publick performance of the 
—_ God, and if- we bring grace in our 
earts, and 2h inward fenſe'of 'the Majeſty of 
God, and of his Mercies towards us, when 
we come to join in them, which i our part 
and duty to do, who can ſay'that God's prai- 
ſes thus celebrated, are not according to his 
Commands, and acceptable to Him ? I 
think it fufficiently plain, that they are agree- 
able to the HolyScriptures,which ought co be 


our Rule for this, and allother parts of God's 


Worſhip. 
I think no more neceflary therefore on 
this Head, but with all earneſtneſs, to be- 
fech you who are of our Communion, to 
conſider how great and important a part 
#hc& praiſes are of the Worſhip of God, and 
| 6 
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to apply our ſelves with all diligence and 
holy zeal to the performance of it ; for we 
never come nearer the Imployment of the 
Bleſſed, than when our Hearts and Mouths 
are filled with the praiſes of: 6ur God. 


SR CT: It: 


The Diſſenters manner of Prat ſing 
God in Publick: 


Nd now as to you my Friends and Bre- 
thren, who diſſent from this Worſhip 
of ours, give me leave with all calmneſs to 
examine how you perform this great Work of 
Praifing God ; and I deſire you to compare 
our own practice ih your publick Aflem- 
ies, with what you find in your Bibles con- 
cerning this Duty. 
| FT. Your Dire@ory determines it to be the 
duty of Chriſtians to praiſe God publickly, by fing- 
ing of Palms together in the Congregation, and 
that in /ſmging Pſalms the woice 1s to be tuneable 


' and gravely ordered, and laſtly, that it 3s con- 


ventent that the Miniſter, or ſome other fit Perſon 
appointed by him and the other ruling Officers, do 
read the Pſalm, line by line, before the ſinging 
thereof ; and your common practice is to ling 
two or three Verſes of a Pſalm in Meetre, 

C 2 the 
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the Miniſter, or Clerk, firſt reading each 
line, and the.People ſinging it after. = 

IT. Before T proceed to make any Obſer- 
vations on theſe Rules and Practice, to pre- 
vent Miſtakes, I deſire you ta obſerve, 
| I. That I do not condemi the ſinging of 
Pſalms in Meetre as unlawful. 

2. That L take it for granted, That the 
Apoſtles and Primitive Chriſtians did praiſe 
God in Proſe, and that Meetre and Rhyme 
are, for ought appears, purely of Humane 
Invention. | 

3. We muſt conſider that if we take the 
Pſalms (as Fe uſe them) in Proſe, there” is 
not a more exalted Piece of Poetry in the 
World, nor any thing better fitted -to raiſe 
in ſerious and well- diſpoſed People, the mot 
devout Aﬀeions. Whereas, if we take 
them as they are commonly uſed in Rhyme, 
the Force, the Vigour, the Loftineſs which 
are ſo Extraordinary in the Proſe Tranſlati- 
on, are almoſt entirely loſt in the Verſe, 
and tho? ſeveral have attempted to Tran- 
flate them into Engliſh Verſe, yet I cannot 
find that any one has done Juſtice to the Ma- 
jeſty of the Expreflions, and hardly to the 
gente of then. a. — 

III. Having premiſed theſe things, I in- 
treat you to conſider impartially with me, 
how far this your Practice agrees with the 
Scripture Rule, x. Then 
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-1- Then the Scriptures command us to 
praiſe God in Pſalms, and undoutedly the 
firſt Chriſtians uſed whole Pſ{ahns at a time. 
Sometimes they joined together in ſingin 
them, as our Saviour and his Diſciples did, 
Matt. xxvi. 30. Sometimes one only ſung, 
and the reſt attended for their Edification, 
as appears from 1 Cor. xiv. 26. But the | 
aforeſaid method of ſinging the Meetre 
Pfalms takes up ſo much time, that it is im- 
poflible to praiſe God in whole Pſalms after 
that manner. But if we uſe the Pſalms in 
Proſe, according to the Order of our Church, 
the Experience of Good Men doth teſtifie 
that we may eaſily paſs through them in a 
Month, with ſeriouſneſs and attention, whe- 
ther we ſing or read them. And to well- 
diſpoſed Minds no part of God's Service is 
more agreeable or edifying : whereas ſome 
Years would not ſerve to that purpoſe, if 
we ſhould uſe the new-invented way of ſing- 
ing a few Verſes. And I queſtion whether 
all of them were ever yet ſung through in 
one Meeting-place, perhaps not in all the 
Meetings of the Kingdom, and yer it muſt 
be confeſſed that every one of them was left 
to the Church by the Holy Ghoſt for that 
uſe, and is profitable, when thus uſed, for 
Dodtine, Reproof, Corre&ion, Inſtruction 
and Comfort. Which plainly proves, that 
PO C 3 the 
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the ſivging the Pſalms in Meetre, is not the 
Scripture Way of uſing them. | 

2, Let me mind you, that in the time of 
the late Uſurpation, Dr. Marton, a Man of 
conſiderable Reputation among the Diſſen- 
ters, obſerves in his Comment on the Epi- 
{tle of Sr. Famer, Chap.V. Verſ. I 3. That ſe- 
veral ſcrupled ſinging Pſalms at all; others 
- objected againſt ſinging them in Verſe ; ths 
he calleth 4 vain Cavs), yet propoleth, if the 
lcruple continueth, that ſuch may ſing the Read- 
ing Pſalms, as hath been #{ed in Cathedrals, and 
vouches St. Auſtin and Athanaſius tor it; 
which is a plain Confeffion from this conſi- 
derable Perſon,, that this way of ſinging is 
leſs liable to Exception, than yours. 

3- I know it is alledged, that we ought to 
have the Palms in Verſe for ſinging, as well 
as we ought to have them in Proſe for Read- 
ing. But1 have ſhewed already, thar Chriſt 
and his Diſciples ſung their Hymns in Prole; 
and I deſire you toconſider whether it be ne- 
ceſlary to vary from theſe Precedents. We 
have a Command to Tranſlate_them (which 
{1ppoſes into Proſe, becauſe the Original s 
0) but none to turn them into Meetre, 
which neceſſarily requires Paraphraſing, 
changing the order of the Sentences, ſome- 
rimes adding and leaving out Words ; and -0n 
that accognt ſeems to give Humane Wit too 

Fo rea 
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oreat a Liberty of treating the Word of God 
as Men pleaſe : Ac leaſt, we muſt acknow- 
ledge that the Pſalms fo ordered partake of 
Humane Frailty, and are hardly equal to the 
beſt meer Humane Co es. When 
therefore we.uſe fuch Pſalms, we oughr to 
uſe them as Humane Compoſures only, and 
not as God's Word : And thus they are uſed 
by our People in our Aſſemblies, not as any 
main ſubſtantial part of the Worthip of God, 
but rather as a voluntary entertainment of 
Devotion, and a refreſhment to the People 
between the parts of the Service ; much leſs 
are they allowed by us to juſtle out the Plalms 
and Hymns appointed by God, 

4. Asto the manner of ſinging the Pſalms 
in Meetre, at preſent in uſe, both with you 
and us in ſome Places, that is, the Minifter 
or Clerk's reading aline,'and the People ſing- 
ing it after, is a great interruption to the 
Muſick, and to the underſtanding of the 
Plalm, by breaking the ſence of it, and in 
that reſpe& very inconvenient, and is hke- 
wiſe a late Invention of our own, never uſed 


by any Fareign Church, either Popiſh or 


Reformed, for ought I can find, to this day 
and has been taken up to ſupply the negli- 
gence and lazineſs of People, who will not 
now, as formerly, be at pains to get Plalms 
bY hearc, or 1a much as procure Books, or 
earn to read them. "GC 4 © 5 Net 
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' .;5; Notwithſtanding your Directory re- 
quires the voice:in ſinging Plalms to be runea-" 
bly and gravely ordered , yet you have: not 
only refuſed the Uſe of Inſtruments, (which 
are;a natural means to help the Voice, and 
make it tuneable,” and are uſed by moſt of 
the. Reformed Churches in Ewrope,) but have 
alſo determined it tobe Unlawful. - Sig 
+ T would intreat you to -:conſfider, that 
though perhaps it may not be 1o proper to 
preſs the Uſe of Inftruments in the ſervice of 
God, in theſe Parts, where ſomany, for want 
of being uſed 'to them, have entertained 
Prejudices againſt them, and ſome are unca- 
pable of being affeted by-them, yet the 
making them unlawful, is: againſt Nature 
and Scripture, and is on that:account a dan- 
gerous Superſtition, 'and Eniccroachment'on 
Chriſtian Tiboieps!r 55 fo nnih;<t 3 59 
' 6. The ſame Superſtition and Encroach- 
ment it is, not only to forbear to praiſe 'Ged 
in ſinging or faying Pſalms and Hymns by 
way. of Reſponſes or Anſwering, '(of which I 
have given ſuch Noble : Precedents out of 
Scripture) but even to determine it to be 
DC. bite -.:2n2£ 
_ Laſtly, I would: entreat yourto conſider, 
That foraſmuch ks appears, ' you have altoge- 
ther laid aſide the Pſalms iniProfe, and the 
other Scripture Hymns, that: are of God's 
Wn 2 45171 Jinawediare 
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immediate Appointment, and for the Uſe of 
whichiawe have the Example:of our Sawvitur 
and his: Saints, infomuch that they ' are” nd 
where uſed by :you in the Prailes of Gal 

; 


but in»their ftead/you' have ſubſticured; ';as' 
before obſerved, a few Verſes of a Pfalffi 
of Humane Compoſur:c, without Seripture- 
Example or Precedent, and ſing them in a 
way that has nothing of ancient Practice, 
much leſs Scripture, for it, but is purely 
and immediately an Invention of Men. ' 
' TV. The Caſe then between our Church 
and you, in this Point, I think impartially 
ſtands thus : Our Church praiſes God every 
Day with five, or ſix Pſalms, beſides other 
Hymns, of Hi: Own Appointment, ang in 
His'Own. Woris and Method, and yet is deſer- 
ted and condemned by you 1n this very Point, 
as Teaching for Dottrines the Commandments of 
Men 5 whereas you, who only praiſe Him 
ie a piece of 'a Pſalm of a few Verſes, and 
in a-Method of your own finding out, periwade 
your ſelves that you keep the Ordinances of 
Ged pure -and'knmixed from Humane Inyen- 
This is a thing ſeriouſly to be conſidered 
by you z for as it is eafie to think what all 
unptrejudiced Men will judge - of it now, fo 
we may conclude what God will judge of 
tat the laſt Day. If you in as 
_ ES ___ thele 
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theſe: things to heart, and refle&t on them, 
I. perſwade my {lf that they will at leaſt 
revail with you: to be modeſt in your Cen- 
es of us your Brethren 3 and prevent your 
udging, much lefs — us, OF Our 
manner of, Praiſing Gad, as | 


nacceptable 


——— IF _—_— 
_—— 


MAT 
Of Prayer, 
'SE CT * 


What the Holy Seriptores preſevibe 
concerning tt, 


l. By T. us now proceed to . the Second 
- £-, Main Part of the Worſhip of God, in 
the Publick Meetings of Chriſtians ; which 
I obſerved was Prayer, or Supplicgtion. 

And if we conſider what Rules, Dire&ions 
and Examples the Scriptures afford us, for the 
Performance of this Duty, we, ſhall find, 

That thep. dire(F us to offer up our Prayers in a 
Set and Prepargd.Form of Words, That we 
may more clearly. judge of- this Matter, it 


will be fit to canfider the ſeveral Parts of 


Prayer 


Se. 1. How Warranted by Scripture. 27 


Prayer diſtin&ly by themſelves g ſuch as Con- 
feſſion, Supplication, Interceſſion, &G. 

x. Confeſſion of our own Unworthineſs, 
and of God's Mercy, to aggravate it, is com- 
monly looked on as the firſt Part of Prayer, 
and proper to introduce our Sypplicationz. 
Now, in ſearching the Scriptures, we ſha] 
find expreſs Command to ule a Set-Form-of 
Words in both theſe forts ef Confeſſion. . So 
Deut. 26. 3. Thog ſhalt go unto. the Prieſt that 
ſhall be in thoſe days, and [ay unto i Fi Fahy 
feſs this day unto the. Lord y God, that I gn 
come unto the country which the Lord ſware unto 
our fore-fathers to gave ns. And then the Of- 
feter was to, make his Confeffion, wer. 5. 
Lind thou ſhalt ſpeak aud [ay before the Lord thy 
God, A Syrian ready to periſh was my father, &C. 
Here we have a Form of Confelhonof the Per- 
ſon's Unworthineſs, and of God's Goodneſs and 
A4zrcy ; together with 2 Profeſſion of Obedzence, 
and Dependance on Him, preſcribed by God 
Himſelf in Set and Prepared Words. 

— The fame appears fram Solomon's pre- 
icribing. a Form of Confeſſion for the Xe 
tent Jractites, 1 King. 8. 49. - Which Words 
we find accordingly applied in Pal. 106. 6. 
and made part of a larger Form of Confe/- 
ſion, to be uſed in their Captivity, {as Sohc- 
.2zop deſigned them 5 ) which appears from 
the 47th. Verſe of the fame Pjaim, (nn 

rom 


be oo Rn © Chap: If; 
from the Form preſcribed by David, 
x Chron. 16.25 2 And Daniel, in his Form 
of Confeſjon in Captivity, chap; 9. 5. ules the 
fame Pym of Words. From whence it ap- 
-pears, that they were not left arbitrarily to 
Choice or Diſcretion, though other Words 
\rnight be joyned wich them, ' when there was 
'Occaſion to-Enlarge or. Vary the Form. © 
" Many of the Pſahns are Forms of Confe/- 
/i;n, and were uſed and daily repeated by 
the Jewiſh Church. Pſa. 51. was the Form 
of Confeſſion David prepar'd and u?d, for his 
Murther 'and dats : And he not only 
uſed it himfelf, but directed it to the Maſter 
of his Chbire, to be uſed in' the Publick 
Service, | as appears from the Title of it. 
Pſal. 78: 18: a" general Confeſſion for the whole 
People, Rtting'forth at large the Mercies of 
God to them-;"and their Ingratitude, Dif: 
obedienceand-:Rebellion t and this not as a 
Pattern, but-2s a Set and Prepared Form, to 
be uſed in theirPablick Service. All which 
ſhew us,that Addreffes to God in ſuch Forms, 
are of Divine Infſticution; and are a Warrant 
to us,that he approves that our Confeſſion ſhould 
be made to him in that manner.” * = 
2. The Second Part of Prayer is Supplica- 
r:0n for good ' Things : And in this Caſe we 
have likewiſe the Commandment of God for 
a Fo:m of Words, Dent. 26. 13, 15. Then thou 


ſhat: 


ſhalt {ay before the [Lord thy God, Look down 
from thy holy habitation; from beaten, and bleſs 
thy people Tjrael; and the land. which thou. haſt 
grven us, as thou ſware#t unto our fathcrs, 8c. 
So Hoſ. 14.2. Take with you words, ' and turn 
to the Lord your God, and ſay unto. bim, Take 
away all iniquity, SCC. Moles in the Wilder- 
neſs uſed a Set Form of Words to this pur- 
ſe, and recommended it to be uſed by the 
Church of God.-for ever; asis manifeſt from 
P/al. go. which has this Title, 4 Prayer of 
Moſes, the Man of God. When ſuch a Perſon, 
by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, uſed, and 
left to be uſed by us in our Supplications, ſuch 


| a Set and Prepared Form of Words, we 


ought not to doubt but that manner of Ad- 
dreſs is acceptable to God. 

3- The Third Part of Prayer, is Interceſſion 
inthe behaltof others. Now, 'Blefling 1s an 
eminent ſort of Iterceſſion ; and for the Uſe 
of a Set Form of Words in this, we have like- 
wile the Command of God, Numb. 6. 23:01 
this wiſe ye ſhall ble(s the childrin of Tfrael, ſay- 
ing unto. them, The Lord bleſs thee, and keep 
thee, 8c, Hear we have not only a Ble{- 
ſing, but an earneſt 7zerceſſiov with God for 
his People, and the Form and Werds pres 
{cribed by Himſelf, which were not to be 
uſed by mean, ignorant People, (who'are only 
now 11ppoſed, , by ſome, to need the help of 
| Forms, 
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Forms,) but by Aaron, and his Sons the Chief 
Priefts. From which we may be aflured,; 
That God approves that manner of Addreſs 
in our Bleſſings and Interceſſions for one ano- 
ther, not . only from mean People, but from 
the greateſt. | 
4+ The Fourth Part of Prayer confiſteth 
in Petitions for averting Evil, commonly cal- 
ted Deprecation. And for this purpoſe, we 
have ſeveral Forms preſcribed by God, 
"Foel Tt. 14. Gather the elders, and all the inha. 
hitants of the land, into the houſe of the Lord your 
God, and ſay unto the Lord, Alas, for the day, 
tbe day of the Lord is at hand, &c, We have 
God's Commmdment for another Form, 
Foel 2. #7. Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the 
Lord, weep between the porch and the altar, and 
let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, and 
give n6t thine heritage to reproach, &c. From 
whence it clearly follows, that Ged approves 
the Uſe of a Form in this Part of Prayer, 
though commonly the moſt earneſt and im- 
rtunate, and ſuch as ſeems leaſt to admit 
of being bounded by a Form ; fo that we 
have the Approbation and Commandment 
of God for'the Uſe of a Set Form of Words, 
in all the Parts of Prayer. | 
II. And accordingly we find holy Men 
of ''God, though full of Wiſdom, and 
of his Spirit, uſing the ſame Set Form of 
Went Prayer 
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Prayer always on the ſame Occaſion. Thus 

the Scriptures inform us concerning Moſes, | 
Nitmb. 10. 35. When the ark ſet forward, 
Moſes ſaid, Riſe np, Lord, and let thine ene- 
mies be ſcattered 3 and let them that hate thee, 


flee before thee : And when it reſted, he ſaid, 


Return, O Lord, unto the many thouſands of 
Trael. From whence it appears, that God 
approves the Uſe of one Ser, Conftant Form 
of Words in our Prayers, as long as the Oc. 
caſion of repeating them is the ſame : For, 
T preſume, none will ſuſpe& it was for want 
of Words, or of the _Spirit of Prayer, that 
Moſes contined himſelf to this For mn. 

I ſhall add further, That the whole Book 
of Pſalms is a Colletion of Prayers of all 
forts ; and there are few of them but what 
are moſt Excellent Forms of Prayer,expreſied 
in ſuch pathetick, ſignificant and moving 
Words, that we have great reaſon to thank 
God for furniſhing us with them, and 
which we can never hope to equal 'by 
any of our own Invention, ſuch are the 
4, F, 6, 7, 9, Io, 12, &c. On this ac- 
count they were uſed by the Jews, as the 
conſtant Service and Liturgy performed in 
their Temple, as we may gather from what 
I formerly quoted, 2 Chron. 29. 30. 

HI. But -perhaps ſome may think theſe 
Commands and Exatnples of Set Forms of 

Prayer, 


32 Of Praye?, + ' Chap. Il, 
Prayer,. not to: be a fiifficient Warrant to 
Chriſtians; becauſe they are taken out of che 
014 Teſtament, before the Spirit was poured 
out in ſo plentiful a meaſure, as under the 
Goſpel. 1 ſhall therefore proceed to exa» 
mine the Commands and Examples of the 
' New Teſtament. And here, .-,- _ 
_ , T. I think it 15 certain, that our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles Prayed by a Form ; tor they joyn- 
ed in the Worſhip of the Temple and Syna- 
gogues, which confiſted in'P/a/ms, as I have 
already. ſhewn, and in, ſome certain Forms 
of - Prayers added to them, and conſtantly 
uſed in their daily Service, as we learn from 
thoſe that give an Account of the Jewiſh 
Rte = Worſhip at that * time. Now 
* Much to this - our Saviour and his Apoſtles 

purpoſe might. being frequently preſent_at 
oh urged out of their Service, both in the 
the Rabbins;but Tacnale and} Sn | ay" 
the 4uthor thinks emple and Synagogues, tis 
it fit to confine manifeſt they - approved the 
tumſelf to Scri- manner of Addrefling them- 
Prure. ſelves to God in a Set Form of 
-  2.. But our S$4vieu# has put this Matter out 
of all diſpute, with impartial Men, by pre- 
{cribing a Form to his Diſciples, when they 
deſired him to teach them to pray as Fohn taught 
his diſciples, For we find his way of Teach- 
ing them, was not by directing them td 
Wait 
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wait for the Impulles of the Spirit, and im- 
mediate Inſpiration from God, of what they 
were to offer up to Him : We do not find 
him ſaying, When ye Pray, ſpeak what ſhall 
ther come into your Minds, or what ſhall be 
given you in that hour, without taking thought 
about what they ſhould ſay ; as He. did in ano- 
ther Caſe, that is, when they ſhould be brought 
before Governours and Kings for his ſake; 
Mat. 10, t9.* But in addrefling themſelves 
to God, he preſcribed them a Porm of Words, 
and Comtnanded them to uſe it, Luke 11. 2. 
And be ſaid into them, When ye pray,. ſay,. Our 
Father which art in Heaven, &c. . Here 15 aft 
expreſs Command of Chriſt to his Diſciples; 
to uſe theſe Words when they Pray, Our Fas 


ther, &c. A Command for the Uſe of a 


Form, 1o plain, that it is impoſlible to ex- 
preſs it in clearer Terms. |, - 
 *Tis not to be doubted but Religious Per- 
ſons among tke Jews offer'd up conſtantly 
Prayers to God. We ſee it in David, 
P/al. 55. 17. and in Daniel, chap. 6. 19. And 
no doubt the Diſciples of our Saviour were 
not wanting in this Duty, nor in Skill to 
perform it, ſince we find that other devout 
Perſons of their time had their Hours of 
Prayer, as we ſee ih A&s 3. i. Therefore, 
what they deſired of our Saviour, was not 
to teach them abſolutely, or in general, to 
S | 


Pray, 
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Pray, but to'teach them to Pray, as Fobn alſo 
taught his Diſciples; that is,to give them a Form 
of Prajer proper to' his yt iturion, as they ſaw 
the Diſciples of Moſes and Jobn had proper to 
theirs. Upon which our Saviour Cave them 
the Lord's-Prayer, as a Summary of the main 
Points of his Do&rine, and as a conſtant 
Badge of their being his Diſciples. As if he 
jJhonld have ſaid, Whenever you offer up to God 
your uſual Prayers, which religions Cuſtom has 
taught you, as Tews, and Diſciples of Moſes, 
or of John, whether in Secret or Publick ; aad 
this. ahvays to your other Prayers, for a continual 
Remembrance to you, of thoſe Duties, Privileges 
and Qualifications which belong to you, as My 
Diſciples 5 and as a Means of obtainmg Grace 


from your Heavenly Father, to enable you to per- 


ſevere in them. The Lord's- Prayer is there- 
fore a Badge of Our Profeflion, impoſed by 
Chrift Himſelf, and to'be nſed by Us, as we 
would be accounted His Diſciples. 

Neither will ſaying the Subſtance of it itt 
other Words of our own Invention, anſwer the 


Intent of this Command : Since, 


1. Weare ſure the Subſtance of the Prayer 
1s put by Chriſt in the moſt appoſice and 
comprehenſive Words that are potkble ; and 
therefore wholly to lay them aſide for others, 
is plainly to decline the Choice of Words 
that Chriſt has made for us, and _— 

| . I 
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lefs appoſite of our own, to expreſs thoſe 
Petitions in. | 

2. The more particularly any thing 1; 
Commanded in the Worſhip of God, we 
ought to be the more caretul to obſerve it ; 
and may be the more confident, that God is 
pleaſed with our Performance of it. Sitice 
therefore we are particularly Commanded, 
when we Pray, to ſay, Our Father, &c. what- 
ever bther Prayers we offer to God, this 
ought not ro bs omitted, _ 

2. In general, we are Commanded to 
offer np our Deſires to God; and in parti- 
cular, : ro-.offer this Prayer. Theſe Com- 
mands agree very we!l together, and there: 
fore the one ought not tb juſtle obt the 
other. To'lay aſide the Prayer particularly 
Commanded by Chriſt, for- others of out 
own compoſing, in purſuance of the gene- 
ral Command, is too apparently to prefert 
our own vention to God's Command. 

4. When we take the liberty* to word our 
own Prayers, we may forget ſome things ; 
we may mix our own Frailties and Weak- 
neſs in otir Petitions ; and this too often ap: 
pears both in the Matter and Wordihg of 
$em. The Way therefore to Supply thefe 
Defe&s, afhd to obtain Pardon for our Ihfir: 
tfiities, is, to uſe our Lord's perfe& Prayet; 
not only as a Pattern for Prayer, (os ſors 

L 2 would 
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would have it,) but likewiſe as a Forr: neceſ- 
ſary to be uſed, to corre what may be a- 
mils or defe&ive in our own Prayers. 

5- They wholay aſide the Wo: ds of the 
LorÞPs-Prayer, are in danger to lay afide ſome 
of the Subſtance of it alſo; particularly the 
Subſtance of that Petition, Forgive us our 
Treſpaſſes, as we forgive them that treſpaſs againſt 
43 : For many who lay aſide the Lord's- Prayer, 
do neither in Terms nor Subſtance offer this 
Petiion to God; nay, are ſo far from making 
this the Condition of their Pardon, as Chriſt 
has taught us, that they publickly diſpute 
againſt the Form for this very reaſon : Tho? 
Chriſt, who fore-faw the Obje&4ion which our 
Corruptions would be apt to make, has An- 
{wered it, and bound it upon us indiſpen- 
ſibly as our Duty, to ask Forgiveneſs on theſe 
and no other Terms, Mat. 6. 15. ' And 
indeed, if ſuch a Sentence had been pre- 
{crib'd by our Lord, to be only repeated by 
Chriſtians once, or oftener, every Day, it 
would have ſeemed but what was neceſlary 
to mind them of that peculiar and indiſpen- 
ſible Duty of their Profeſſtons. © We ſee the 


Wiſdom of the Ancients thought fit to re- 
duce their Dod#rine or Inſtructions into Proverbs, 
or ſhort Sentences to be got by heart, and kept 
continually in. memory , . as of great influ- 
ence for guiding Mens Lives. and Actions; 


and 
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and ſuch Sentences mult be of much greater 
influence, when repeated in the preſence of 
God, as theſe in our Lord"s Prayer are requi- 
red to be. 

Laſtly, This Prayer being given us as a 
Badge of our Profeſſion , a Summary of our 
Duty as Chriſtians, and a Form of Sound Words, 
itis no more lawful to alter it, than to lay it 
aſide ; and it would bethe ſame preſumption 
and hazard to ſubſtirute other words inſtead 
of Chriſt's, in this Prayer, which we are 
oblig*d always to uſe when we pray , as to 
change the words of our Creed ; or az it 
would be in a Battel to change the Word gi- 
ven by a General, or any part of it, and to 
retain only the ſignification of it, From 
all which *cis maniteſt that God has required 
Forms of Prayer to be uſed by us, bath in the 
Old and New Teſtament. 

As tothe ditference we find in the Lord”; 
Prayer as delivered by St. Matthew and Saint 
Lske, *tis to be obſerved that our Savior 
ſpake in the Syriack, or vulgar Hebrew, and 
the Evangel'ſts writ their Goſpels in Greek : 
Now in the Syriack, one and the ſame word 
expreſſes both thoſe different words which 
the Evangeliſts uſe in the fame Petition, as 
Debts and Treſpaſſes, &c. So that itis no real, 
but a ſeeming difference between them ; all 
the different. Words being the ſame in the O- 
rigigal [.anguage in which our Saviour {pake. 

3 -- IV. As 


i 
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IV. As we have the Command of God, and 
the Example of his Saints, for offering up our 
Prayersto Him, in a ſet and prepared Form 
of Words, ſo we have the like Example for 
Joyning Voices, upon occaſien, in offering theſg 
Werds. Generally it is fufficient that the Peo- 
ple joyn in their hearts with the words of 
publick Prayers, yet the Scriptures warrant 
allo, en ome Occaſions, their joyning their 
Voices. 

'+I. Thus we find the People of Ijrael ad- 
drefling themſelves to God, Fudges 21. 2. 
And the people came to the Fuſe of God, and 
abode there till even, before God ; and lift uy 
their Voices, and wept (cre, and ſaid, O Lord 
"oy of Iirac/. why is tits come to paſs in Iſrael? 
TCs FOOL 


* 2. In Hymns and Pſalms (which are al{y 


Prayers in great part, as I noted before) the 
People are generally allowed by all (as being 
tully warranted by Scripture) to joyn ther 
Voices. ' So Moſes and the Children of [rac 
fung unto the Lord, Exod. 15. 1. 

' 3- In the New Teſtament we have an 
Eminent Example of this practice, A#s iv 
24. where the Apoſtles and their Diſciple 
lift up their Voice to God with one accord, and 
faid, Lord thou art God, &c. If this Pray 
was immediately inſpired, as it ſeems it was 
then the whole Aﬀembly was inſpired rope 
Ces ; a DIET RaOrgS:; oF ther 


—4 | 3 m4 oY RSYS a Wis ame Ao fo vo» CE Rx Pa 


ky > Jens Of 


W, 
ko EY 


Set, 1. How Warranted by Scripture. 39 


ther, not only to think the ſame Thing, but 
likewiſe to utter the ſame Words ; and the 
Spirit of God by it has atteſted the fitneſs 
and decency of a whole Congregations pro- 
nouncing the ſame Prayer together. If it 
had not been convenient that this ſhould be 
{ometimes practiſed in our Chriſtian Aſſem- 
blies, God would not have given us this Ex- 
ample. If the People were always to join 
in their Hearts only with our publick Pray- 
ers, it would have been ſo here, for the Spi- 
rit of God wou'd not have led them to do an 
indecent thing, er a thing unfit for God's 
| 4. St. Paul and Silas joined allo their Voices 
in their Prayers, as we may ſee from 47s 
xvi. 2F. And at midnight Paul and Silas 
prayed, and ſung Praiſes unto God, and the Pri- 
ſoners heard them : I know it may be alledged, 
That they ſung their Prayers which they of- 
fered up to God on this Occaſion, and on that 
account 1oined their Voices. IT confeſs the Ori- 
ginal favours this Inference ; but if it be al- 
lowed that the Apoſtles ſung their Prayers to- 
gether, it muſt be allowed chat they might 
likewiſe /ay them together : For we find the 
Blefled in Heaven offering not only their 
praiſes together , but their Prayers alſo ; 1ſo 
Rev. 6. 10. They cried with a loud woice, (ay- 
ing, How long, O Lord, Holy and True, doff 

| 4. thou 
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thow not fudge and Awvenge our Blood, &c. 
From all which it is manifeſt , that we are 
warranted by the Examples of God's People, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament , to 
Joyn our Voices, as well as our Hearts, in 
ſome of our publick Supplications to God ; 
and that this practice 15 no New Invention of 
Men. | Cn 
V. If we conſult the Scripture, we ſhall 
find that it is the Prieſt*s part to make pub- 
lick Interceflion far the People , bur yet fo, 
that the People ought to bear a part by 
themſelves, and anſwer in the Service, 
which we commonly cal! Reſpoxſes. 
* 7. They are commanded to do it, P/al. 
106. 48. where after the Prayers and Praiſes 
of which the' Pſalm conſiſts, are ended, it is 
added, Let all the People ſay, Amen, praiſe the 
Lord; and accordingly we find 1 Chron. 16. 
36. that the People ſaid Amen, and praiſed. the 
Lord. And this is more fignally obſervable 
in that Solemn Seryice at the Dedication of 
Solomon's Temple, where we find firſt the 
Prieſts and Levites praiſing God, 2 Chroz. 
v. 13. And ſaying, For he is good, for his mer- 
cy endureth” for ever, the uſual Form of ' Prai- 
1ng ſo often repeated in the Pſalms; parti- 
cularly in the 136. which was probably uſed 
at that time.” Then Solomon, who built the 
Femple, pertormed another part of the Ser- 
- | f VICE, 
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vice, Chap. 6. 23. He bleſſed, Firſt the Peo- 
ple ; Secondly, He bleſſed and thanked God 
tor his Mercy. And Laſtly , offer'd that 
Divine Prayer of Dedication , which we 
find in that Chapter : Then follow the burnt 
Offerings and Sacrifices, which were pecu- 
liarly the Prieſt*s ſhare of the Service, Chap. 
7. And Ged gives his Approbation of their 
Praiſes, Prayers and Offerings , by ſending 
down Fire from Heaven to conſume their Sa- 
crifices : And then laſt of all follows the 
_ People's part which they perform, Chap. 7. 3. 
They bowed themſelves with their faces to the 
round upon the pavement, and worſhipped and 
praiſed the Lord, ſaying, He # good, for bus Mer- 
cy endureth for ever. "This Service was Orde- 
red by the Spirit of God, and plainly ſhews 
us that He approved of the People's having 
a ſhare or part peculiar to themſelves in his 
Worſhip. ; | 
2. It it be faid that this was the way of 
Worſhipping God under the Law, which is 
now Aboliſhed and Unlawful, as well as the 
other Levitical Ceremonies : "The Apoſtles 
have an{wer'd this, by continuing this pra- 
&ice in the Chriſtian Church ; and by ad- 
mitting the People to bear a part in the pub- 
lick Service, and to anſwer to the Prayers, 
have aſlured us thac this is no Legal Aboli- 
{hed Ceremony. This is manifeſt trom x Cor. 


14, 
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14. 16. Elſe when thou ſhal: ble}s with the Spirit, 
how ſhall he that occupieth the room of the unleax. 
xed ſay Amen at thy giving of thanks ? which 
ſhews that even the unlearned had a part af: 
ſigned them in the Chriſtian Aſſemblies. It 
may be added to this, what I obſerved be- 
fore, (Chaps 1. Set, 1. N. 4.) of the Reſponſes 
in praiſing God, and of the Worſhip deſcri- 
hed in the Revelations, where the Angels and 
Elders repreſenting the Clergy, and the Mul. 
titude repreſenting the People, bear each of 
them their diſtin& Parts ; in alluſion to what 
was done in the Chriftian Aſſemblies. And 
this is a clear proof, that the People bore a 
part, and anſwered to the Bleflings and Pray. 
ers of him that Officiaced , ever fince the 
Chriſtian Worſhip was Eſtabliſhed. 


SET 2. Þ. 
The Rules and Praftice of Our Church, 


concerning Prayer. 


Hs thus ſeen the Direftions and Ex- 
& 4 amples which the Scriptures afford us 
for the publick Performance of our Prayers 
fo God, let us now conſider the Worſhip of 
our Church, and compare it with Them ; 
both as to the Wards and Matter of Our 
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Prayers ; and to the-comfort of us, who are 
of this Communion, it will clearly appear, 

:. That there is not one thing we ask of 
God in them, which he has not particularly 
directed us to ask, or any thing for which 
we ought to pray, that is omitted. This ad- 
vatitage we have towards the Proof of this 


: Point, that our Prayers are fixed and ſtated, 
and may be examined by all that have a mind 


to be fatisfy*'d in them. An Advantage we 
gain by putting them into a ſt and prepared 
Form of Words, according to the Commands 
of God, and the Examples of Holy Men; 
whereas tis impoſlible for ſuch as uſe only ex- 
tempore Prayer, thus to juſtify their Service, 
becauſe their Prayers are altogether uncer- 
tain, and depend on the preſent thoughts of 
the Speaker. £- 

2, Our Church requires the People to join 
their Voices with the Minifter in ſome of the 
Prayers, in which they are more particularly 
concerned, and which ſeem of the moſt ge- 
neral and greateſt moment. Such are. the 
general Confeflions of Sin, and the Lord's 
Prayer. 7 : | 

3. Our Church has affigned for the Peo- 
pu ſome ſhort Anſwers or Reſponſes to our . 
Prayers, whereby they may be ſtirred up to 
atteation , and ſignifie their concurrence 
with the Miniſter. Thus to every — 
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and Blefling they are obliged to anſwer Amen, 
as we find the People did in the Church of 
Corinth 4 and to join Unanimouſly in ſome 
other ſhort Ejaculations to implore God's 
Mercy, or beſeech him to hear us. In all 
which I have already ſhewed we have the 
warrant of Scripture; and it 1s plain to any 
one that will be at the pains to. conſider our 
Service, that we have taken the Rules there- 
of from Scripture , and have not invented 
2 Service out of our own Heads ; and then 
(as is too often the Cuſtom of Inowators) en- 
deavoured to make the Scripture comply 
with it. The firſt Reformers of Our Church 
would never have retain'd and prepared Forms 
of Prayers, had they not found ſuch in Scrip- 
ture: they would never have required the 
People to j4n their voices in ſome Prayers, 
and anſwer to others, if the Examples of 
Scripture had not lead them to it. They 
nailed, and their deſign was to make the 


Word of God their Rule; and we ſee how ex- 


a&tly they conformed to it in theſe particu- 
lars. I wiſh I could fay as much for all other 
ways of Worſhip among Proteſtants. | 
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The Practice of thoſe who differ from Us. 


I. A' D- here 'I muſt intreat you of my 
Dioceſls, who Diffent from Our 
Worſhip, ferioufly to conſider with me, what 
it is which you have ſubſtituted in the place of 
theſe things which you have intirely laid a- 
ſide, tho' ſo:expreſly dire&ted and warranted 
by Scripture 3 and examine whether: your 
way. have a folid Foundation in God's Word. 
[ ſhall endeavour to repreſent it with all fair- 
neſs and impartiality, andleave you to judge 
as God ſhall dire& you, and'as you will an- 

{wer it at the laſt day. | = 
 Andherel find that ſome of your Writers 
are of Opinion, That the Spirit of Prayer is 
given to all the Children of God'in ſome meaſure, 
for enabling ' their Hearts.to conceive , and their 
Tongues to expreſs convenient deſires to God 5 and 
that therefore Forms of Prayer are of no ne- 
ceflary uſe, either in Publick or Private ; on 
the contrary, that they ſtint the Spirir, and 
hinder Men from ſtirring up or uſing the gilt 

that God has given them. 

2, Others of you go further , and affirm 
that all Forms of Prayer are unlawful to _ 
ans, 
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ftians , and that therefore it is a ſinto join in 
a Worſhip where they are uſed, or to be pre. 
ſent at it. 

3- That the Miniſter is the mouth of the 
Congregation, and that he only: 4s to ſpeak 
publickly to God in the behalf of the People, 
and that they are not to join their Voices, 
but their Hearts only with him. m 
. Upon theſe Principles you forſake our 
Worjhip, and many of you think it is a ſih 
to be ſo much as preſent at our Religious Af. 
ſemblies : It is of great importance therefore 
that you ſhould arteries the Scrip- 
tures determine in this matter 5 for if. our 
Worſhip (which you thus forſake) be plainly 
&njoined by Scripture (asT think I have mide 
it ſufficiently appear ;) and theſe Principles 
of Your Werſhip and Your Pradice purſtantts 
them, have no Foundation in Scripture ; TI 
cannot ſee how You can anſwer your forſaking 
Our Aſſerhblies, to God and your own Con- 

ſciences. Let us then conſider each of theſe 
Principles aparr. 

II. And firſt, for that Poſition of yout 
Direttory, T hat the Spirit of Prayer is given td 
all the Children of God in ſome meaſure, for ene- 
bling their Hearts to conceive, and their Tonguts 
to expreſs convenient Deſires to God ; I intreat 
you to confider what Promiſe or Foundation it 
has in Scripture; | profeſs to you —_ 

at 


& Aa. 


W_ 
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That upon the ſtriteſt Enqwiry I could make, 
I never could find any ſuch Promiſe made to 
all the Children of God, in the Old or New 
Teſtaments , neither did I: ever meet any 
Diſſenter that was able to ſhew any ſuch Pro- 
miſe to furniſh us with Words in Prayer; 
without the uſe of ſet and premeditated 
Forms. If then there be none ſuch, as we 
may be well aſlured there is not, was it not 
too much preſumption in the Compilers of 
your Direftory , tO obtrude this Doftrine. on 
the World, or perſwade People to depend oa: 
it, and negle& the help of Forms , which 
the Scripture preſcribes, and recommends to'- 
ns ? Nay, as there is no Promiſe for fichex- 
traordinary Affiftance to all the Children of God 
fo conceive Prayer, 10 neither is there any Com- 
mand in Scripture, requiring us:to 20rſbip or 
pray to God in a conceiv'd, extemporary, or 
unpremeditated Prayer ;3 or fo much as an 
Example in a ſettled ordinary Congregation 
where it was practiſed. If then you can 
ſhew none of theſe in the holy Scriptures, net- 
ther Promife nor Command, *tis a plain caſe, 
chat this Do&rine is a meer Iwuention of Men, 
and the Yorfhip built on it a Yanity, inthe 
ſence of our Saviour, Mark 7. 7. It my de- 
ſign were only to confute an Adver[ary, what 
I have already ſaid were ſufficient z but this 
Spirit of Prayer is a point of ſuch Conſe- 
quence, 


and inſtructive to. the Readers of all forts, 
to explain it to them, and ſet it in as clear 
a light as I can ; which I ſhall do under the 
tollowing Heads. 

TH. r. Firſt therefore I doubt not but it 


will be granted, That whoever prayerh to 


God with Faich, Sincerity,  Fervency, Lowe, 
Humility, Conformity to Gods Will, Underſtan- 
ding, and Decency of Expreſſion, prays Accepta- 
bly to Him, and is endowed with the Spirit 
of: Prayer ; and whoever prays without theſe, 
does want it. | | 

; 2. I ſuppoſe no Man of himſelf can at- 
tain theſe Graces that are requiſite to make 
'our Prayers Acceptable, and that therefore 
we muſt have the Afiſtance'of God's Spirit 
to beget them in us. 

3. I ſuppoſe that it is poſſible for a Man 
to acquire, by natural means, an Ability to 
expreſs himſelf deeently in Prayer; tho? he 
cannot ſo acquire Faith, or any other inward 
Grace; ſo -that Decency of Expreſſion is the 
loweſt part of the Gift of Prayer; and not 
always a part of. it. 

4. I fay that. one Praying by a Form may 
have all theſe Qualifications, and therefore 


his Prayer may be acceptable to God, and 


proceed from his Spirit. 


This 
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quence, that T hope it will be both grateful 
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.. This may be proved to the Diſſenters; 
1. From the. Aſſembly's Larger Catechiſm) 
which acknowledges it : For when the Que; 
ſtion is put, How 3s the Lord?s Prayer to be uſed? 
The Anſwer is, The Lord's Prayer is not only 
for Dire&ion, as a Pattern according to which 
we are to make other Prayers, but may be al(s 
uſed as a Prayer, ſo that it be done with Under« 
ſtanding, Faith, Rewverence, and other Graces, - 
neceſſary to the right Performance of the Duty of 
Prayer. 2. Many of the Pſalms are {as I ob- 
ſerved before) Forms of Prayer, and the Dit- 
ſenters make no ſcruple to turn theſe Forms of 
Prayers into Meetre , and then ſing them 
Line by Line after the Miniſter. As for 
Example: The firſt Verſe of the fifth 


Pſalm, runs thus, in the Tranſlation they 


uſe. / 


Give ear unto. 1p wozds, D Lozd, 
Wy meditations weigh ; _ 1d 

Hear my loud cry, my King, my God ; 
Foz J to thee will p2ay. 


This is as much a Form, of Prayer, as any in 
the Litany, and by their uſing it as they do, 
they plainly practiſe Praying by a Firm: And 
do further allo allow, That Prayers, as well 
as Praiſes, may be offered to God with ſinging, 
and that they may repeat their Forms of my 

| aft6r 
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after the Miniſter. With what Reaſon then 
can it be ſaid againſt us, That a Form of Pray 
er ſung in Verſe, and after the Miniſter's 
Reading it, is Commendable ; but the ſame 
{aid or ſung in Proſe, is Unlawful ? 

5. Extemporary conceived Prayers may 
want theſe ſpiritual qualifications of Prayer, 
as I believe will not be denied by thoſe that 
contend moſt for them, and they often are 
manifeſtly deficient ; being ſometimes per- | 
formed without Reverence or Decency of 
Expreflion, and by ſome even without Un. , 
derſtanding ; and where theſe Qualificati- , 
ons are found, others may be wanting. The \, 
Scriptures obſerve, That a Man may mak 
long Prayers, and yet have a Mind diſpos'd to 
devour Widows Houſes. He may want "Faith, \ 
Humility, Fervency, and Affiance in God, and 
yet be able to Pray without a Form; And {; 
therefore ſuch Prayers are not always Accep- 5 
fable to God. > 

6. Therefore when God promiſes the Sp» þ 
7it of Grace and of Supplications to his People, £4 
Zach X11. 10. this Promiſe doth not extend @, 
to enable all Men who are God's Children, 
to conceive with their Hearts, and expres +7 
with their Mouths, convenienc Defires, with- ,,, 
out a Form; for as I ſhewed before, every 
one to whom God gives a Heart and ,; 
Diſpoſition to pray, has the Spjris of mo, 

AN 
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and he who from this Principle offers up 
his Deſires to God in a Frm, prays Accepta- 
bly ; and he that offers them without that 
Principle, tho* he do it in unpremeditarced 
and extemporary Words, is reje&ted, and 
therefore the Spirit of Prayer is the Grace, 
the Heart, the Diſpoſition and Ability to 
Pray, and whether it be, with, or without 
a Form, ſuch a Man's Prayers are acceptable 
£o God ; and *ris muy ſuperſtitious to think 
or teach otherwife, If God give us a Heart 
to pray, and by his Providence hath provi- 
ded us a Form to expreſs our Deſires in, or 
enables us to make one, tis ſufficient, and 
we ought to be thankful. 

7. In confirmation of this Account of the 
Spirit of Prayer, we may further obſerve, 

1. That no Worſhip is acceptable to God, 
that is not offer*d to Him i Spirit and Truth, 
Fob iv. 24. and therefore the Scripture re- 


commends to us Prayers in and by the Spirit; 


but that praying with the Spirit, doth not 


fignifie extemporary unpremeditated Pray- 
ers, or exclude Forms, will appear from 


I Cor. xiv. 15. I will pray with the Spirit, 
T will [9 with"the Underſtanding, 1 will fmg 
with the Spirit, T will ſing with the Underſtan- 
ding alſo. Here we find /mging with the Spi- 
rit, as well as Praying with it ; and whoever 
ſings otherwiſe, doth not worſhip God as he 
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62 | Of Prayer, Chap: II, 
ought ; but tho* we are obliged to ſing with 
the Spirit, yet we muſt and ought to ſing in 
the Congregation, with a ſet Form of Words, 
and therefore for the ſame Reaſon, tho? we 
pray with the Spirit, we may pray by a ſet and 
prepared Form of Words: The molt ſpiritual 
Songs conſiſt of a ſet Form of impoſed Words, 
and fo may the moſt ſpiritual Prayers. Pray- 
ing therefore with the Spirit 1n this place, is 


ſo far from meaning, or being an Argument | 


for the Uſe of extemporary unpremeditated 


Prayers, that it is rather an Argument againſt 


them: For either we are obliged by it to 
ſing to God in extemporary Hymns, or we 
are not obliged to pray to Him in extempo- 
rary Prayers ; ſince. it is unreaſonable to in- 
terpret /mging. with the Spirit, in one ſence, 


and praying with the Spirit in a4 contrary. * 


2. And to confirm this further, we find 
the moſt ſpiritual Perſons addrefling them: 
ſelves to God in, Firms ; ſo did Meſes, ſo. did 
David, as I obferved before ; and fo did our 
Saviour himſelf on the Croſs, when in his 
Agony he repeated the firſt Verſe of Pſal. xxil 
in Syriack, and a; ſome believe, the bo 
Pſalm ; by which A&, He recommendeth 
to us Forms of Prayer in his dying Breath, 
as the moſt proper means of expreſſing out 
condition to God, and as moſt ſuitable to 
the Divine Majeſty; and therefore Pray 

ing— 
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mg — in the Spurtt, Ephel. vi. 18. Praying 77 
the Holy Ghoſt, Jude 20. and with the. Spirit, 
x Cor. Xiv. 15. ſignifie praying with OFace in 
our Hearts, by the Afiiſtance and Motion of 
the Holy Spirit; And a_ Man may as well 
pray with Grace in his Heart, when he prays 
by a Form, as ſing with Grace in his Heart, 
when he [ings by a Form. 

3. We have a Promiſe that God's Spirit 
will affiſt us with this Grace in our Hearts, 
but we have no Promiſe that He will help us 
to Words without the Uſe of Forms ; as 
will appear from Roz. viii. 26. The Spirit alſo 
helpeth our Infirmities, for we know not what 
we ſhould pray for as 28 ought, but the Spirit it 
ſelf maketh Interceſſion for us with greazings 
that cannot be uttered ; thole inward Motions 
in the Heart, called here Greanings, are that 
Grace in the Heart with which we ought 
to pray, and to which the Spirit of God 
doth, and indeed only can help us, and to 
pray with this Grace, 1s to pray 7% and with 
the Spirit, whether we uſe Words or no ; and 


if we do uſe them, whether we reduce them 


into a Form firſt, or pour them forth as they 
preſent themſelves to our Minds; but we 
have no Promiſe that the Holy Ghoſ# will al- 
waYs furniſh us with fit words on all occaſi- 
ons, and therefore ought not to preſume that 
He will, | DT 
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54 Of Prayer, Chap. Il; 


4- 'Tis certain that he did furniſh ſome | 


with ſuch Words, for we find both. Prayers 
and Hymns dictated immediately by him, of 
which we have Examples in the Hymns of 
the Bleſſed Virgin and Zacharias, and in the 
Song or Prayer of S:c02, and in Ads wv. 24, 
But then it is maniteſt that this was an extra- 
ordinary Gift of God, anda part of Prophecy, 
and we may not depend on the holy Gboft for 
this Gift, more than for any other Extraor 
dinary Gift, till it be made appear that it was 
to continue always inthe Church, and to be 


communicated to 4l]/ the Children of God; 


Praying, and /izging the Praiſes of God , are 
Duties _—= A all C x but we 
are no more obliged to pray Extemporary 
Prayers, from any Example of inſpired Men 
in Scripture, than to ſing Extemperary Hymns 
fromthe like Examples ; to which yet none, 
I think, pretend. 

5. *Tis very obſervable that even thoſe who 
compoſed their Prayers and Hymns by imme: 
diate inſpiration, did not generally offer them 
to God in the Congregation till they had firft 
reduced them into a Form. Thus David firlt 
penned his Pſalms, and then delivered them 
to be ſung, 1 Chron, Xvi. 7. and 'tis probable 
the Prophets, T Cor. Xiv. 26. did the ſame, 
for they are ſuppoſed, every one ro have s 
Pſalm, a Dofrine, a Tongue, a Revelation, nn 

enat 


., FF =, ﬆ& MX 7 WR” OY: TY RT PEER ET DE OE RF EOS Cay 


Set. 3. How pradtiſed by Diſſenters. 55 


that is, to have them ready, and reduced into 
Form for tt.e uſe of the Church when they 
came together. That this is the'meaning of 
having a Pſalm, &Cc. in this place, will appeas 
very probable, not only from the words 
which naturally import this, and can hardly 
beotherwiſe interpreted, but likewiſe from 
the Apoſtles making a difference between 
what theſe Prophets had prepared, and what 
was revealed immediately at che time of their 
being together, wer/. 3o. If any thing be re- 
wealed to another that ſitteth by, let the firſt hold 
his peace. Which ſhews that theſe Pſalms, &c. 
were to give place to ſuch as were immmedi- 
ately inſpired: So far were theſe inſpired 
Men from countenancing an extemporary , 
unpremeditated way of ſerving God, except 
where there was an immediate Rewelatiop for 
it, and ſo utterly void of Scripture proof is 
this great principle of the Diſenters Worſhip , 
that the Spirit of prayer is given to every one of 
the Faithfull to enable them to conceive with 
the Heart, and expreſs with their Tongues their 
neceſſtties to God, without a Form of Prayer. 

_ 8. Itlies therefore, my Friends, on your 
Teachers whoare of this perſuaſion, to pro- 
duce plain Scripture for your principles, or 
elſe to confeſs that you have laid aſide Prayers 
by Forms gommanded by God,and nraihe by 
Holy Mew in Scriptures, to make room for 
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566 Of: Prayer, Chap. IL. 
this way of Praying of Men's own invention, 
But further, that place, Eccl. v. 1, 2. ſeems to 
me to afford a ſtrong Argument againſt ſuch 
Prayers, When thou hy tothe Houſe of God, 
<—— Be not raſh with thy Mouth, and let not thy 
Heart be haſty to utter any thing before God: 


fer God is in Heaven, and thou upon . Earth : 


F 


Therefore let thy words be few. It is hard to lay _ 


what it is to be raſh 211th our Mouths; or haſty 
7o utter any thing before God, if it be not raſh: 
yes to truſt the exprefling all our deſires ts 
fuch uncertain and unpremeditated words, as 
our" invention ſuggeſts unto us, when we 
come before him, which (as I have ſhewed) 
the Scriptures give us no promiſe of being 
ſupplied to us by the Spirit on ordinary ' 6c- 
Gaſions. I appeal to you whether it would 
riot be looked on as raſhneſs for an orainary 
Perſon to ſpeak to a Prince, or folemn' Af: 
(embly, concerning a Matter of great Mo- 
ment, in-Words unpremeditated and untor- 
med; and we fſhall' hardly find any ſo raſh as 
to venture on it. King Solomon here ſeems 
to have recommended the ſame Modeſty to 
Men in their Addreſſes to God: 

9: But in as much as God has not expreſsly 
forbidden all exremporary Prayers, T* would 
not be underſtood by this to condemn all 
fuch as unlawful. There may be ſome Men 
(tho' not very many) able to expreſs _ 
ES 5 | OTE OS : elves 
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ſelves ſignificantly and decently , extempore 3 
and there are ſome Occaſions that require it 
even in Publick; and on theſe occaſions, 
when a Man has not time allowed him to 
reduce his Deſires into Form before he offers 
them, he may depend on the afliſtance of 
God's Spirit, as we may in all other caſes of 


y Neceflity, or at leaſt hope for Pardon of 


courſe te our Infirmities : But to depend on 
that Spirit, and neglect the Means God has 
given us to provide our ſelves, looks fo like 
tempting him, that we 'ought carefully to 
avoid it: And I find prudent modeſt Mcn 
are- aware of this, and tho? they be very fa- 
mous for extemporary Prayers, yet they - 
pray really as much by a Form as if they had 
the Common-Prayer before them. The Se- 
cret is only this, they compoſe Forms of Pray- 
ey of ſeveral ſorts, digeſt them well in their 
Minds, and commit them to' Memory; fo 
that they' can, ' on occaſion, tranſpoſe the 
Parts of them, change, add, or leave out, 
as they ſee Reaſon; and thus they are, in 
effte&, provided with a Form, tho? the Peo- 
ple cannot perceiye it, and admire them for 
their readineſs and fluency. Ir is eaſie for 
any Man of moderate Parts to manage the 
Matter thus, but the more ignorant and or- 
dinary Preachers that know not, or are not 
capable of the Method of it, fall into very 
ws vs indecent 
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indecent and vain Repeticions, and are often 


at a loſs when they ſtrive to practiſe this way 


of Addrefling to God. 

Another Account may. be given of thek 
ſeeming Extemporary Prayers not much 
different from the former,, namely, That 
good Men who make a Conſcience of ſecret 
Prayer to God, and have grown up in a cou- 
ſtant DiCharge of this Duty, do by degreg 
fall into a Form even with themſelves.; for 
how much ſoever their Prayers were Extew- 
pore at firſt, yet having continual Occaſion of 
praying to God for the ſame things, they find 
in time that there is but one beſt way of ex- 
prefling the ſame thing; which neceſlarily 


leads to a Form, However, the various 


Ways they made uſe of betore they ſettled 
on one, ſerve them as ſo many Forms when 
they come in publick : And by changing of 
theſe, they ſeem to pray extempore. 

xo. Laſtly, let me obſerve that the uſe 
of Extemporary concetved Prayers, even in Calcs 
of neceſiity, is founded on a general Rule 
of Scripture only, which commands us to 
ask of God what we lack : Of which Rule 
our own prudence makes the Application in 
fuch extzmporary occaſions, but when we 
ſet up this Humane Application of this ge- 
neral Rule in oppoſition to that particular 


manner of asking, commanded by God, and 


Pore 
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praiſed by Holy Men , which. is by ſet and 
premeditated Forms, in the ordinary Worſhip 
of God, and turn God's way out of his Wor: 
ſhipto make room for one of our own : This 
i5 to diſplace” a particular Command of God 
on pretence of guiding our ſelves by a gene- 


' ralone: In which we are not only morelia- 


ble to miſtakes, but we fail of paying due re- 
fpe& to God's Directions. For general Come 
mands ought only to take place in ſuch Caſes 
where. God has not laid down a particular 
Rule. 

And thus I have examined the Firſt Prin- 
ciple of Difſenters ; That the Spirit of Prayer is 
gieen to all the Children of God, whereby they 
are enabled to Conceive with the Heart, and 
=. ha with the Mouth convenient Deſires to 
God. 

IV. I come now to ſpeak to the Second ; 
That all Forms of Prayer are Unlawful to Chri- 
ſftians ; and that it is a Sin to joyn in a Wor- 
ſhip where they are uſed, or ſo much as to be pre» 
ſent at it. If there be any of you for 
whom 1 intend theſe Papers, of this Opi- 
nion, as I fear ſome of you are, and all of 
you do in your Practice comply with thoſe 
that maintain it, and therefore cannot ac- 
quic your ſelves from countenancing it ; I de- 
ſire you to obſerve, That if there were no 
Harm in the Opinion, ar if it were a meer 

SPCCU- 
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Speculation, we ſhould not be much cor 
cerned at their Miſtake. Bute by what 1 
have ſhewed of the Scripture- Authority of 
Forms, it is plain, That they who maintain 
this Principle, do not only teach for Dot#ring 
the Commandments of Men ; but, in effe&, ſe 
themſelves up above Chriſt, and counter, 
mand what he has required. They net 
only add to the Goſpel a new Command, by 
teaching that to be Unlawiul, which Chriſt 
has no where Condemned ; but they teach 
that to be Unlawful, which he has po: 
tively Commanded. Whoever therefore do 
Teach Forms of Prayer to be Unlawful, or 
Countenance thoſe that do Teach thi 
Dodarine of Men, cannot acquit themſelye 
from the Imputation of Reſiſting the Ho 
Ghoſt, by whoſe Inſpiration the Worg of 
God is penn'd. 

I can foreſee only One thing that can be 
alledged in favour of thoſe who maintain this | 
Opinion : | And 'tis, That to Pray-w1ith, or 
without a Form (excepting the Lord*s-Prayer) 
is in it ſelf indifferent; 'and that therefore the 
aſſerting the Uſe of Forms , is not a Matter 
of ſuch weight, as to juſtifie our Contendin 
with our Brethren about it ; and that it ſeems 
Uncharitable in'us to inſiſt on a thing which 
they are fully perſwaded is Unlawful, and 
we our ſelves count Indifferent, © 


I, But 
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x. But in Anſwer to this, jt is to be'ob- 
ſerved, Firſt; That, an Opinion which ne- 
cellarily divides him who believes it fromthe 
Communion of all the' Eſtabliſhed Churches 
in the World, cannot be of ſo little momenc 


as the Obje&tion weuld make it. And'fach 


1s this Opinion of the Unlawfulneſs of Firms 


of Prayer 3 ſince there neither is, nor has 
been any 2, vac wg 
theſe 1500 Years, but has IRE RaN 
attained their Lawfulneſls, = —_ 
and ufed them in the Service. Dilc. 
of God; and therefore who- _—_ 
ever believes them to be Unlawful, ih what- 
ever Age he had lived, he muſt have fepa- 
rated from . all the Eſtabliſhed Churches of 
the World at that time : And ſurely an Opi- 
nion that neceflarily produces ſuch a Divi- 
fion, muſt be of mighty Conſequence, 
whether true or falſe, and ought to be care- 
fully examined ; and if falſe, to be zealouſly 
oppoſed. _. But. . _ | 

2. I ſuppoſe it will be granted, That Eat- 
ing Swine's Fleſh, or Drinking Wine, areas 
indifferent as uſing a Form of Prayer, and of 
leſs Concern to the Souls of Men; and that 
therefore to Teach theſe to be Unlawfal, 
would be as innocent a Miſtake, as to'Teach 
the Unlawfulneſs of Forms. For if we com- 
pare theſe two Dodtrines together, and the 
Miſchiets 


1 
% 6.4 & 
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Miſchiefs that each of them have, or may 
hereafter produce ; it is hardly conceivable 
that che Forbidding the Uſe of ſome parti. 
cular Meats, ſhould have fo many ill Effeqs 
as the Forbidding Forms of Prayer has had al. 
ready, Yet it 1s obfervable how St. Pay 
judpes of that Doctrine, 1 7m. 4. 1. I th 
latter times (faith he) ſome ſhall depart from thy 
faith, giving heed to [educing ſpirits, and Dv- 
'GFrines of devils Forbiddmg to marry, and 
to ubſtam from meats, which God hath created ti 
be recerved with thankſgiving. 'You ſee here 


St. Paul counts it a Departure from the Faith, / 


-and'a Doctrine of Devils, to forbid, as Un. 


Jawful in it (elf,* any ſort of Meat which God 


Has created for the Uſe of Man : 'And ifitbe 
do Criminal, to Teach any fort of Meat to 
+e Undclean, when God has not Forbidden 
it ; then ſure, to Teach a Form of Prayer to 
þe Unlawful, when God has Commandef 
it, muſt be a very ill Do&rine. And thi 
Conſideration alone ought to make thoſ 
who maintain it, or any ſuch Dodtrine 
whereby they are obliged to condemn their 
Brethren as practiſing unlawiul Fhings, to 
examine it carefully and impartially by the 
Word of God, /teft they be impoſed on ty 

leducing Spirits. eg 
The great Deſign of the Devil, is, to bring 
us into an entire Subje&tion to his Wall. = 
WREN 
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when he defpairs of this, his next Artempe 
is;/to ſhare with God in our Obedience z 
and'itapoſe new Commands of his Ow: upon 
ns, as if they were God's, 'and fo to procure 
himſelf to be obey'd. This he:doth moft ſuc- 
ceſ:fully, by giving them an Appearance'of 
Religion, and of »ore than ordinary ſtriftneſs, 
Thus in-St. PauPs time, under colour of Mor- 
tification, he forbad Meats and Marriage, as 
aliwfal, which God had allowed ;_ ſpeaking 
Lyes mn Hypocriſie, and under fhew 0  Rehipion, 
And thus, *tis to-be feared, he has prevailed 
oh ſome, under-icolour of greater Spirituality, 
to abſtain from Firms of Prayer, as Unlawful, 


which God has enjoyned. 


And here it is very remarkable, That 
where-ever the Devil gains'this Point with 
Men, and brings them to believe a thing to 
be' forbidden by God, which'he has not for- 
bidden, he ſoon brings a ſuper-added Com- 
mand of his Own, in Comperition with ſome 
of God's, and -prevails with them to preferr 
his Commands to God's; and/fſo plungeth 
them into dire& Diſobedieace, which was 
his Deſign at firſt. Thus when he had 


-prevatled with . Men to abſtain from AMar- 


7iage, they foohn fell not only to Commit ' Foy « 


"'Wmication, but even, in ſome caſes, tO Allow it 5 


rather than Marriage, ( as the Papiſts do. 
And by perfwading Men 'to abſtain from 
Forms 


A 
i 


- _ " #4 « 4 
, | 
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. Forms of Prayer, as Unlawful, he has deprived 
. them, in many places, of all-Opportunity of 
| Publick MAE and made them chuſe ra. 
ther not to ſerve God at all in Publick, than 
with a Form; which is the Caſe of many 
_ Thouſands now:in-this Kingdom, who wor- 
Thip God publickly no where. But, _ 
3: This Dodrine, of the Unlawfulneſs df 
Praying by Forms, 1s no ſuch indifferent thing, 
that we- may ſafely indulge Men in their own 
ſenſe aBoutit; ſince itis very apt to puff them 
- up, and make them take, falſe meafures' in 
judging of. their own'Condition, and of the 
influence of God's Spirit upon them. 


% 


We know that all good-44en have the Spirit 


P 


of God, and are guided and influenced by it 


inthe whole tenor ef their Lives; we make 


. No doubt but they are afliſted by Him in their 
Prayers, but'no leſs in forgiving an Injury, 
or reſilting aTemptation; and his influence'on 
agood an's Mind is rather greater and more 
ſenſible in, theſe and other Acts of Religion, 
than 'in Prayer, Lowe; Joy, Peace , Long- 


ſaffering, Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekneſs, 
Temperance, 'are the Fruits of the Spirit, Gal.v. 
22. Anditis prineipally by theſe we ought 
to conclude that we: have that Spirit. But the 
Opinion of the Unlawfulneſs of Forms of Pray: 
er, ona per{waſion that rhe Spirit of God enable 
every Child of God to conceive with the Heart , 


and 
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ond expreſs with the Month ſuitab!: 2-5, Cnti- 
tles every. one to God's Spirit in-{o1n© meaſure, 

ba ws os bo AS of dg - ind 2xvap4to nay F PIES: 
that is able tg expreſs himſelf in apt and fent 
Words, tho' without the other Graces of ci.2 
Spirit, and expoſes every one to deſpair that 
is not able to do this, as looking on himſe!f to 
be deſtitute, of the Spirit, tho' otherwiſe 
meek, humble, and charitable, and eridowed 
with ſuch Graces as are nuich more certain 
ſigns of his preſence. Nay, ſo far are many 
deluded by this Opinion, that they judge them- 
ſelves or others Children of God; and in his 
Favour,. according as they are more or lef; 
endowed with this Gift, without reſpect to 
other Qualifications. And I dare appeal to 
our ſelves, Whether ſome very Immoral Perſons | 
guilty of groſs and ſcandalous Crimes, have nor 
been ertinent for this Gift of Prayer ? And 
whether ſuch Perſons are nbc apt to flatter 
themſelves that they are the Children of God, 
and endowed wigh his Spirit,notwithſtanding. 
all their Wickedneſs ?, Andit is impoflible ei- 
ther to convince theſe Perſons of their mil: 
take, or to comfort poor ignorant Pecple, de- 
jected on] for want of this Gift, whilh they 


are poſſeſied with this Opinion of the Unlaw- 

fulneſs of Forms: , D xe 
Which in the 4th plate ought not to bs 
countenanced; or indulged as an indifie;cnt 
thing, becauſe it has been a great hindrance 
; F 2 
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to ſecret Devotion : Every Chriſtian ought at 
leaſt twice aday to addreſs himſelf to God in 
ſecret Prayer ; but a great part of the World 
cannot do it without a Form; Children and 
ignorant Perſons are at a loſs for Words , and 
even other People are often not able to find 
them readily, eſpecially when wearied, dull, 
or indiſpoſed, asis ſometimes the condition of 
the beſt Chriſtians ; this makes ſecret Prayer, 
at leaſt 2 conſtant regular courſe of it, unealte 
to moſt that are abſolately againſt all Uſe of 
Forms, and it occaſions too many to neglect 
it, which otherwiſe would not: And as for 
Children and ignorant People amonglt thoſe of 


this Perſwaſion, I am well afſired many of 


them never bow their Knees in ſecret to 
God; and ſeveral of thoſe that are grown up, 


are forced to ſpeak alond, or canfiot pray at 


all, which is againft the nature of ſecret 
Prayer ; and expoſes not only the Perſons 
that uſe it to the cenſure of Hypocriſy, but 
the Duty to Contempt. "Tis on Ys account 
that the Pious Cuſtom of Training up Young 
People to a conſtant conrſe of Devotion, in their 
morning and evening ſecret Prayers, is too 
univerſally laid aſide among you, as I have 
found by expenence, and for the truth of the 
Obſervation I dare appeal to all of the Dz/ſerr- 
+, Onthe contraryT am well affured that 
there cannot be a more effectual or eaſy = 

| <hod 
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thod..to revive and continue this regular 
and conftant uſe of ſecret Prayers, than to 
oblige every one to ſome certain Forms every 
Morning and.Evening, which they may not 
omit, whatever other Prayers they uſe : But. 
this can never be done whilſt the opinion of 
the unlawfulneſs of Forms prevails ; and there- 
fore all good People are obliged to oppoſe it,. 
as they would retrieve .the conſtant uſe of 
ſecret Prayers; which ſhews that this is no 
indifferent matter, as the objetioh would 
ſaggeſt, bnt of great weight and fir tobe con- 
tended for. | Er on 
I will not mention ſome other Reaſons that 
are of great moment , becauſe they would 
but ors, and tend to make the Duty 
of Prayer, when performed exrempore, ridi- 
culous, which ill men might extend (as it 
too often happens) to expole Deworion in ge- 
neral ; ſueh are the indecent Expreſſions 
which ſometimes fall from Perſons that pray 
thus : I will only obſerve to you, that Ex- 
temporary Prayers of ſome Preachers have too 
often given occaſion of Offence to ſerious Per? 
ſons even among your ſelves. *Tis certain.that 
to print ſome of them, as they have been 
ſpoken, as thoſe that we make uſe of are 
printed, would not be for the Honor of the 
Holy Spirit, to whom they are aſcribed, nor 


much recommend them to lerious Men, 
F z But 


CO 
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But I eſteem it. an ill thing for Men to ridi- 
cule-ons anothers Devorion whatever 1t 15. 
V. There remains yet the 'Third Op:izzon of 


Difſenters which they advance againſt us in 
thismatter of Prayer, to be Examined, 7hat 
che Miniſter is the Mouth of the Co 
and that the People hue nothing to do but to joy 
with him-in their Hearts ; An Opinion far from 
any: Authority of Scripture, which expreſly 
requires us, Rom, 15. 6. with one Mind, and 


_ 


egation, 


one: Mouth, to glorifie God : We produce this, | 


and. many other Places and Examples in 
Scripture , for the People*'s joyning their 
Voices, and bearing a part in their Praiſes 
and Prayers. ; andwe are aſſured there is no 
Scripture forbids it; and therefore when:you 
Condemn it, or teachit to be. Unlawful, ws 
muſt charge it. upon 7s, as ar inſtance of 
Fonr Teaching for Docrines the Commandments 
of Me. hich 1s all I think needful to. be 
faid co. this Head, after what I: have ſhewed 
before in defence of our' contrary pra&tice 
from Scripture; and, I think,. ſufficient to 
induce you ſeriouſly to conſider it;. 

And thus, I preſume, I havefaithfully ex- 
amined the Rules' and: Examples: the: Serip- 
tures afford us. for the performance of that 
part of. our publick: Worſhip thar conſiſts in 
Prayers, and: compared” the: Service of our 
Church, and the Diſſenters way of hg" 

\ WH! 
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with them, and made it appear that our per- 
formance of this Duty, bath as tothe Matter 
and Manner, is agreeable to the Command- 
' ments of God, and tothe Examples of Ho- 
ly Men recorded in Scripture: And that 
the Service the Diſſenters have ſubſtituted in 
the room thereof ,, has in many particulars 
laid afide God's Commands, and deſerted 
the Examples of Scripture , and :is4n the 
main part thereof an immediate Imwentionof 

Alen. 

And/I intreat you who are of this Perſua- 
ſion, and adhere to theſe Principles of Wor- 
ſhip which I have now mentioned , and 
ſhewed to be diſagreeble to Scripture, to 
conſider {ſeriouſly whether you are not there. 
by literally guilty-of that Sin with which our 
Saviour taxeth the Jews, Mark 7.7. of Tea- 
ching For Dattrines the Commandments of Men; 
And atto of that Supenſticion condemned by 
St. Paul, Col. 2. 21, which faith, Touch not, 
toffe wot, handle not, (that is, which teaches 
to forbear thoſe things which God has made 
Lawful) after. the Dottrines and Commandments 
of Men: And I beſeech God to enlighten 
your Minds to make a true Judgment In it, 
that ygu may deliver your Sowls. 


( 70 ) 


CHAP. II., 
Of Hearing. 


SECT. IL 
What the Haly Scriptures preſcribe cot- 
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]. O® E great Deſign of Our Chriſtian 
Aflemblies is Hearing, and that which 
is to be heard is the Word of 'God, T ſhall pro- 
ceed in examining this, in the ſame manner 
as I have done in the former Chapters ; And 
conſider, 'Firſt, What Dire@ions the Scrip- 
cures afford us for the publick-performance of 
this Duty. Secondly , Shall compare our 
own practice with them. And, 'Thirdly, 
That of the 'Ds/ſenters. 2 ; 
Firſt then, God has poſitively Commanded 
us to read His Ford in our publick Afſemblies, 
20 Deut. 31. 10. ty the Feaft of Tabernacle, 
when all Tſrael is come to appear before the Lord 
thy God, in the place where the Lord ſhall chooſe, 
Thou ſhalt read this Law before all Tſraeb in then 
Hearing. Gather — together, Men, We 
men and Children, and thy Stranger that is within 
thy gates, that they may hear , and that hh 
- 6, | ears 


_ his People ; and where it was omitted, the 
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learn, and fear the Lord your God, and obſerve to 
do all the Words of this Law. And 1s obſer- 
ved, of. 8. 35. that there was not a word of 
all that Moſes Commanded, which Toſhua read 
not before all the Congregation. 

Neither was this confined to their Solemn 
Aſſemblies at Feruſalem ; It was likewiſe a 
conſtant part of their Sabbath Service in their 
Synagogues. As we may learn from As 
I3. 14. Where it is obſerved, that Paul and 
Barnabas went into the Synagogue on the Sabbath 
day, and ſate down ; and after the reading of 
the Law and the Prophets, the Rulers of the Sys 
ragogue ſent unto them, &C. and St. Paul takes 
notice, verſe 27. that the Prophets were read eve- 
ry Sabbath day, meaning undoubredly in their 
Aſſemblies. And St. James (Ads 15. 21.) 
of Moſes his being read in the Synagogues every 
Sabbath day. 

II. This reading the Law was the great, 
and moſt effeua! means God provided for 
preſerving the knowledge of himſelf amongſt 


People immediately funk into 1dolatry; and 
the beſt Reformation began, and was carried 
on by Reſtoring this Ordinance. Thus ?tis 
obſerved of Fofiah, 2 Chron. 34. 29. that he 
gathered together all the Elders of Fudah and 
Jeruſalem —— And all the Inhabitants of TFeru- 
ſalem, and the Prieſts and the Levites, and all 
ne F 4 ile 
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the people great and {mall, aud he read in their 
ears ti he | ” 
that Was found 70 the Ho! ſe of the Lord. The 
Ike is obſerved of Ezra, Neb. 8. 3. And be 
head therein before the flreet that was before the 
Water-gate, from Merping until Mid-day, before 
the Men and the Women, and all that could unders 
ſtand. "Tis remarkable that after the Capri 
vity, the Yes never fell into 1dolatry : and 
the chief reaſon given by themſelves was the 
ſtrict Obſervation of this Ordinance of Go, 
the Law being conftantly read to them alter- 
wards publickly.in their. Synagogues ; ſo pow- 
erfully doth God bleſs his own Ordinances to 
preſerve thoſe that uſe them from Error and 
.. -- - | 

I. From the practice,gf the Synagogue in 
reading the Law and the Prophers, the like Or- 
der wos brought into the Chriſtiati Church ; 
and Reading was made a part of the Office 
of the Chri/tiap Elders, as it was betore of the 
Jewiſh. And henge it isthat Timpry is Cm: 
manded by St. Paul, 1 Tim. 4+ 13. To give a 


tendance to Readjng as well as,to Exhortatzon and 
Defrine. And the inſpired Writings of the 


Apoſtles were read in the Chriſtian Aﬀem- 
blies, as well as the Za and Prophets arnon 
the 7Fews;z accoreing to St. Payl's Command, 
Col. 4. 16. When this Epiſtle is read amongſt 30, 
cane that it alſo be read mm the Church of jhe Lav- 
; Sag | _ diceans 


he words of the hook of the Covenant 
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diceans, apd that ye likewiſeread the Epiſt efron 
Laodicea. And it was but reaſon, ſince the 


74 Of Hearing, | Chap. 1IT, 


preach to the Diſciples, At#s 20. 7. when he 
only in probability made a Sermon, or Ex- 
hortation to Believers, as 1s uſual now ; I an- 
fwer,that the Original of this Word (Naxtzin) 
is never tranflated preach in any other place of 
the New Teſtament, and ſhould not have 
been here, but 4diſcour?d, diſputed, [pake, or 
reaſon d ; 1o it is tranſlated in A&s 17. 2, 17, 
18. 19. 19. 8,9. Heb. 12.5, &c. Yor the Ori- 
ginal Words which properly ſignifie preach- 
7ng, are xgvazy and daynnilo. From all which 
it is manifeſt that there are only two ways 
by which the Word of Godis properly preach- 
ed ; the firſt is, when it is declared to thoſe 
that never heard of it before; and the ſe. 
cond is when the very words of the Scrip- 
eure are read publickly to the People as a 
Cryer doth a Proclamation, which he doth 
not word himſelf, byt reads it in the words 
in which it 1s delivered to him, 

In ſhort, 'The Scriptures are Sermons out of 
the Mouth of God, being dictated by his 
Holy Spirit ; for the Reading of which to 
the People for their Conviftion and Inſtruftion, 
there is a peculiar Command of God; and 
where this Ordinance 1s duely obſerved , 
they are ſure of the Word of Life; and *tis 
impoſlible they ſhould be ignorant of their 
Duty, for the Scriptures are ſufficient to make 


them wiſe to Sakvation ; and the hearing them 


' with 
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with Humility and Attention, is a Means 
-ſafficient to beget Fazrh in the Hearts of 
thoſe that hear them ; for they are profitable 
for Dottrine, for Reproof, for Corretion, for 
Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs, that the Man of 
God may be perfett, throughly furniſhed to atl good 
IWorks, as we fee 1 Tim: 111.16, 17. '/ 

' V. We find in Holy Scripture, that the Pub. 
' lick Reading of the Word of God was with 
great Solemniry. *Tis obſerved Nehezp. viii. 
5. When Ezra opened the Book, all the people 
food up, and Ezra bleſſed the Lord, the great 
God ; and all the people anſwered, Amen, Amen, 
with lifting up thetr hands, and they bowed their 
heads, and worſhipped the Lord with their faces 
to the ground; and find it generally agreed, 
that both the Readers and Hearers ſtood .up 
whilſt the Law was read, tho* not when 
other things were read or taught; hence it 
is obſerved, Luke iv. 16. that our Saviour 
ftood up for to read; and Ver/. xx. after clo- 
ſing the Book, that he ſat down to teach : 
Hence, Rev. v. God is repreſented in allu- 
ſion to! the High-Prieft, with a Book in his 
Right Hand, containing the Revelations of 
his Will; and the Lamb, as his Miniſter, 
takes it out of his Hand to declare the Con- 
tents of it ; and Perf. viii. When he had ta- 
 ken'the Book, the four Beaſts and four and myenty 
' Elders fell' down before the Lamb _ 
3. they 
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they (ung a nov (oug : The els join with 
, Ter. I1. 4 the rh Creation, 
Perſe 13. From whence we ſee the Scrip. 
+ tures teach us to receive the Revelations of 
God's Will out of the Book of Life, with 
Adoration and Praiſes: And therefore we 
find that at the reading the Law, Confe(- 
ſions, and Praiſes of Gad, were intermix- 
ed, and ſucceeded one anpther, Neb. ix. 3. 
And they ſtood mp in their place, and read in 
the Book of the Lord their God one faurth part 
of the Day, and another fourth part they Confeſ- 
{ed and Warſhipped the Lord their God. 

VI. We find that the Word of God is to 
be read in ſuch a Language as the People un- 
derftand. After the Captivity, the People 
being Born and RE woes. 1 a {trange Land, 
their Language was changed, and they did 
not underſtand, at leaſt Univerſally, the 
pure Hebrew in which the Law was firſt 
written ;5 thereiore when Ezra read in the 
Law, a certain number .of the Priefts and 
Levites interpreted the Words of the Law, 
as Ezra read them to the People : Ne. 8. 
8. And they cauſed the people to underſtand the 
Law, and the foo food ap ther place 5 fp they 
read in the Book, wn the Law of God aſtinfyy, 
and gave the ſect, and cauſed them t0 under- 
ſtand the reading: And this Cuſtom contany- 
eth among the Jews to this Day ; furlt the 


Hebrew 
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Hebrew Text is'read; and then a Tranſlation 
or Paraphraſe;-is a Language underſtood by 
the Hearers. And'indeed there may be good 
reafon' for' reading the Originals in Puhlick* 
Afemblies, ſuch a Cuftom being. an' effe- 
Qual means to: preſerve: the knowledge of 
them ;' butthey cannot beuſeiul-to'the' Peg- 
ple withoura Tranſlation. Therefore St. Pant 
dotly not abfolutely forbid ſpeakirig in Un- 
known Tongues in'the Church, bur orders, 
1 Cor. Xiv. 27. Let one interpret 5 but if there 
be no' Interpreter, bet himi kegp- (ilente in the 
Chmrch; ? 
VII. We find that after reading the Word' 
of God; there: was ſometimes an' Enlarge- 
ment or Comment on ſome part of it, and 
an” Exhorcation to the People : Thus when' 
our Saviour had read a'portion of Scripture, 
He applied it to the People in a' Diſcourſe 
to that purpoſe: But it doth not appear that 
this was 'conftantly done, on the contrary it is 
rather' probable that it was not, For had there 
been a conſtant Proviſion for ſuch Enlarge- 
ment,and Expoſition of the Law, and Exhor- 
cation from 1t; therehad been no occaſion for 
theRulers of che Synagogue, Aﬀs 17.15. to 
ſend ro St. Paul -and: Barnabas, after the read- 
irig.of the Law and Prophets, that Meſſage 
we:tind there, Ye Men and Brethren, if je 
hoe any Word* of Exhortation- for the _ 
[ay, 
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ay on. St. Paul ſuppoſes him who Teaches, 
7, him whoſe Office it was to Exhort, di- 
ſtin& from him that Ruled, and him that 
Miniſftred, Rom. Xii. And it doth not appear 
that every Church was furniſhed with all 
theſe Officers. The ſame St. Paul joined Ex. 
bortation and Do&rine with Reading, '1n his 
Charge to Timothy, 1 Tim. Iv, 13. Which 
ſhews that they went together, but whether 
indiſpenſibly or no, doth, not appear ; tho' 
it is manifeſt in the pra&tice of moſt Chur- 
ches in the Ages after the Apoſtles they 


were all generally exercis'd in the Publick 


/orſhip. OI 

VIIL Laſtly,We find that theyhad a Syummar 
of the Principal Dodrines of the Goſpel, 
which they delivered. to the People, and by 
which they ordered their own Diſcourſes, 
and judged of what was delivered by others. 
Thus St. Paul to Timothy, 2 Tim. i. 13. Hold 


faſt the Form of ſound Words which thou haſt 


heard of me ; and Chap. ii. Verl.2. And the 
things that thou haſt heard of me among many 
Witneſſes, the ſame commit thou to forifu Men, 
who ſhall be able to teach others: Perhaps this 
may be that proportion of Faith according to 
which the Phew are exkorted to prophe- 
fie, Roms. Xil. 6, I think it is not doubted 


but this Form of ſound Words Contained the 


main Fundamentals of Chriſtianity ; and 
St. Paul 
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St. Paul tells us what thoſe were, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 
Therefore leaving the Principles of the DoFrine 
of Chriſt, let us go on unto perfection ; not lay- 
;ng again the foundation of Repentance from dead 
Works, and Faith towards God, of the Dofrine 
of Baptiſms, and of Laying on of Hands, and 
of the Reſurredi0n of the Dead, and of Eter- 
nal Fudgment.. In all probability therefore, 
the Form of ſound Words delivered by 
St, Paul to Timothy, and by him to others, 
contained theſe fix Heads or Principles of 
Chriſtianity, which every Chriſtian was 
obliged to hear and learn. 
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The Prafice of Our Church in Reading 
and Preaching the Wotd. 


Heſe are the Rules and Examples the 
SCriptures propoſe to us for our feeding 
the People with the Word of Life, and their 
Hearing it in Publick. Let us in the ſecond 
place compare the Pradice of Our Church with 
them , and ſurely no Copy can come nearer 
the Original. | 
I. For firſt, Our Miniſters are expreſly 
oblig'd in their Ordination, diligently to 
read all the Canonical Scriptures of the 074 


and 
C5 
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and New Te#ament unto the People Aſlem. 
bled inthe Church where they ſhall be ap. 
pointed co ſerve. 

2. Our Church has diſpoſed the Holy 
Scriptures in a certain Order, and has ap. 
Pointed four or more Chapters to be read 
every day in the Publick Congregations, by 
which means all the molt edifying parts of the 


Old Teſtament are Ordered to beread once a. 


year, and the New Teftament (except the 
Revelations) thrice in the ſame time ; And 
fore ſelect Chapters of the Revelations are 
appointed onextraordinary occaſions. There 
are indeed ſome Chapters (about one tenth) 
of the Old Teftamint, left ont of this Or- 


der: But then it is to be obſerved, that. 


thoſe which: are left out, are either Gene- 


alogies, names of Perſons and Places , Hi-| 


ſtorical repetitions, or ſome obſcure and 
Myſtical Prophecies in Ezekiel, which are 


not ſo proper for an ordinary Aſſembly (for | 


which reaſons, ſome L_ of the Revelations 
isalfoleft out) yer theſe are nar excluded, tho 


Not particularly Commanded. The general 
obligation on every Clergy-Man in his Ofdi- 
nation 70 read all the Canonical Scriptures of the 
Old and New Teftament, {till allows him to 
read theſe, and alſo obliges him to it when he 
ſhall perceive that it may. be for the editication 
of the People. ER 


Chap.1IT. 
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2. Beſides this Order for the whole Scrip- 
tures, on every Lords-day, and other folemn 
occaſions, there are appointed certain ſelect 
Portions out of the Epiſtles and Goſpels to 
be read, which are adapted to the occaſion 3 
and contain forme great myſtery of our Faith; 
or other weighty matter neceſſary to our 
Edification. | | 
. 4. Forthe more folemnity of theſe rtad- 
ings ; Our Chorch joins with each of then 
Praiſes, Thankſgivings or Confeflions , ac- 
cording to what we find praQifed in the Holy 
Soriptrres =, SC Ns 
 F. Thatthe People may benefit, and be 
Edified by hearing the word of God, a plain 
 Authentick and moſt excellent Tranſlation 
is provided by publick Authority, in which 
the Scriptures are read to the People. This 
was the firſt care of our Church ih the Re- 
formation, and the generality of Diſſcnters 
are forced to be. beholden to it for the word - 
of Life, ahd draw all the knowledge that 
they have from the Fountains which our 
Bijſhopz opened for them, by Tranſlating 
| the word of God, and putting it into a Lan- 
guage they underſtand. ns 

6. Tis ordered in our Church that the Mi. 
hiſters ſhall explain ſome part of the Fe!; 
Scriptures every Lord®s-day, and exhort their 
Congregations ini a Sermon, 

G 7. To 
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. 7. To inculcate the great Myſteries of our 


Faith the better, our Church has appointed 


certain ſolemn times, wherein once in the 
year they are obliged to explain, and incul. 
cate every great Myſtery of our Faith, and 


moſt material paſlages of the Goſpel. Such 


are the Conception, Birth, Paſſion, Reſur. 

re&tion and Aſcention of Our Saviour. 
Laſtly, There is provided a Form of Souni 

Words in a ſhort and plain Catechiſm ; in 


which are contained the firſt principles of the. 


Oracles of God; this is adapred, as it ought 
to be, to the capacity of Children, and is in- 
deed f.cere Milk, without School No ions 
or hard words. And all the fix principle 
which the Apoſtle mentions, Heb. v1. 1, 2, 
are briefly explained in it, and yet largely 
enough to make thoſe that attend to it, wik 
to Salvation. The Teaching and Explaining 
theſe Fundamentals, is a part of our Pub. 
lick inſtruction, and injoined as a conſtant 


Duty on Miniſters and People in our ſolemn” 


Worſhip. The Miniſter in each Pariſh being 
required diligently upon Sundays and Hoh: 


days----openly in the Church to inſtruct and: 


examine ſo many Children of his Pariſh ſent 
unto him, as he ſhall think convenient, in 
{cme part of the Catechiſm, and the People 


are obliged to come at the time appointed, 


and obediently(/to hear. 
And 
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And by our Twelfth Canon, for the bet- 
ter grounding of the Peopls in the principles 
of Chriſtian Relicion, *tis ordained, That 
the Heads of the Catechiſm being divided 
into ſo many parts as there are Sundays in the 
year, ſhall be explained to the People in e- 
very Pariſh Church. 

This is the care our Church has taken to 
Teach the People in their Publick Afſemblies, 
and the method is ſo effeual, that 'tis ſcarce 
conceivable how any one who duly conforms 
to theſc Orders ſhould be ignorant of any 
thing that concerns his Soul. S 
And by the blefling of God , the effect is 
ſuch that we may affirm without Vanity or 
Partiality, that our Clergy, and Laity , e- 
ſpecially where we can prevail with them to 
conform to the Rules of our Church, are ge- 
nerally much more knowing, modeſt, gover- 
nable, devout and charitable, than perhaps 


. may be found inany other Church, of which 


our late conteſts with the Papifs, and beha- 
viour under their Government, and ſince 
the preſent Revolution, are Evident proofs. 


G 2 S$S EGT. 


( 
[1 
| : 
NG) | 
6 
| 
Lu 
|" 
wel ! 
? 
1300 
' i 
1-1 
IHE 
[i 
AY 
} 
; 
Es 
i 
{© 
to 
LS! 
Is 
it; 
Wu, 13 
2 i 
i 
| : 
' [ 
I». : 
0. 
Hl 
4 4 
ſ j 
+ 
+} 
t 
0g 
3 
'" 
4 
# 1h 
at; 
ym 
4 
{ FPY 


=; EERELD XY Na ot - 
MEEummA_Ctwmi..4C45 LEE 


==> 
ER: = ISS; 


PEI: ge OE ot 
XS _—_— 
OT —_———_ 


”_ > = _ 
I omar 
2 x " Pl 


Mn = 
__ 


8&4, Of Hearing, Chap. 11], 


S ECT. 3 


The Prattice of the Diſſenters in Hear- 


ing and Reading the Word. 


Come now to conſider with you my 

Friends who diſlent from us, how this 
great Duty of Teaching the People the Law 
of God is perform'd in your Aſkemblies, and 
to compare your practice in this point with 
the Scripture Rules and Examples, Whichl 
ſhall do with the ſame Candour and Integrity 
thatT have hitherto endeavoured to obſerve. 
I. Andhere I muſt needs ſay that your 


Teachers ſeem to have had very little Regard, 


either to Scripture-Rules or Examples it 
framing this part of your Worſhip, having 


laid aſide all thoſe methods of inſtruction tha 


the Scriptures recommend tous, except it be 
that of Expoſition and Exhortation : Which 
among you is called Preaching, in ſo much that 
tho? a Man frequent your Meetings all his 


Life, yer he has no ſecurity, or hardly pol 
ſibility of learning from your publick Teach! 


ings all the great Myſteries of his Religion, 
or the neceſſary principles of his Faith. 

1. For firſt, Your Preachers are intirely 
left ro their choice what place of Scripture 


they! 
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they will explain, or what Sabjed they wilt 
handle : And hence it happens that hardly 
any one Man in his life ever goes through the 


\ neceſfary Articles of Faith, or of practice, 


in his Publick Sermons, and for the truth of 
this I appeal to your ſelves. 

2, You have no ſummary of Principles 
injoined to be cither Read or Taught in 
your Publick Aſſemblies. A Catechiim you 
have, but neither your DireFory nor Pra#ice 
make 1t any part of your Lord"s-day-Serwice : 
And beſides your Catechiſm is ſych, that it 
no ways anſwers the deſign of a Form of 
found Words. T have already ſhewed that 
ſuch a Firs ſhould contain only the firſt and 
neceſſary Principles of the Oracles of God, in 
ſuch Words and Methods as may make it ea- 
fily apprehended and retained by the weak 
and unlearned, which make up the bulk of 
the People. But your Catechiſm is full of 
Hard Words, School Terms, and Abſ#ruſe No- 
tons, no wile neceflary to be known by the 
generality of Chriſtians, or poflible ro be 
underſtood by Children, or unlearned Per- 


- ſons, for whoſe Edification principally a Ca- 
- techiſm ought to be contrived. Beſides all 


( 


this, it is fo lang and intricate, even the 
Shorter, that not one Child in ten ever pets it 
by heart, nor one in five hundred retains it, 
as I have found by experience, and deſire 
Oo "G2 that 


oy - 
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that you would judge of this matter as you | 


find upon Trial. Laſtly, After all, it is im- 
pertect ; ſome of the Principles of the Ape. 
fles Catechiſm, being quite left out of it, 1 
mean laying on of hands , joined with Bap- 
tiſm, Heb. 6. 2. A great defect ſure in a Cate. 
chiſm to leave out a Fundamental of Chr: 
ſtianity. 


II. But the-moſt ſad and deplorable defe&, 


of your performance of this Duty, is your 
caſting out the reading of the Word of God, 
from moſt of your Publick Affemblies, di. 
rectly contrary to Gods Inftitution and Ord: 
rance tor the 1::T7rufion of his Church ; inſo- 
much that in many of your Meetings, {ct 


ting aſide a verſe or two for a Text, or Que - 
tation at the diſcretion of the Teacher , the, 


Voice of God is never publickly heard a. 
mongſt them, This is matter of Fact, and 
undeniable ; and in all the Meetings in the 
North of Ireland in a whole year , perhaps 


there is not ſomuch Scripture read, 3s in one - 


day in our Church, by the ſtricteſt Enquiry 
which I cou'd make. . One would think thi 


alone were ſufficient to ſhew the Peopk 


where the WVorſhip of God is to be found in is 
Purity, and to prove our Aſſemblies to be the 
True Church of God. againſt all that come in 
competition with us ; whereof ſome hide 
the Word of God in a ſtrange Language, and 


other 
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/ others baniſh it out of their Meetings. Te 
being in our Congregations only, that the 

voice of God is heard ſpeaking to his People, 
without cover or gloſs. Sure it is a fad thing 
that a Man may go to moſt Meetings many 

years, and never hear one intire Chapter 

read in them. Now this omiffion is the more 
inexcuſable in you, and muſt render you ma- 

. Nifeſtly ſel-condemned. 

r. Firſt, Becauſe you ſo vehemently preſs 
the neceflity of Preaching, and quote the. 
Holy Scriptures to prove it. In which, rea- 
ding the Law (as is ſhewed before) is termed 
Preaching, A&. 15. 21. but interpreting the 
. Scriptures, applying them, or exhorting the 
.- Congregation from them in a fixed Chriſtian 
Auditory (which you count Preaching) is ne- 
ver called ſo in the whole New Teſtament. 
Thereforebylaying aſide the readingthe Scrip « 
tures in your publick Aſſemblies, you have 
intirely caſt aſide Preaching , in the proper: 
- Sctipture-ſence of it. Bur, 

2. Fhis muſt render you ſelf-condemned, 
becauſe you pretend co honour the Holy 
Scriptures above other Chriſtians: Your 
; Mouths, Commendably and with juft Rea- 
: fon, are continually full of the Praiſes of the 
Holy Bible ; you own it, with the generali- 
; ty of the Reformed Churches, for the only 
| {yfficient Rule of Faith ; you appecal to it, 
IE G 4. and 
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and ſeem to found your felves on it-2 And ye 
your not allowing the Reading of it a con- 
ftant place in your Religious Aſſemblies , 
makes it ſeem asif you had a very low Opi- 
nion of it in your hearts. If you really ya- 
lne it as you profeſs, why do you baniſh the 
Reading of it from your publick Worſhip, 
to-make room for Diſcourſes, Le&ures, and 
Sermonsof your own Teachers? Remember 
of whom it is ſaid, (dark 7. 6.) This Peophk 
honoureth me with their Lips, but their Heart i; 
far from me. While you thus juſtle the Word 
of God out of your Solemn Meetings, to 
make room for your own Sermons, TI hbeſeech 
yon to conſider whether this be not a laying 
aſide the Commandments of God for Men; 
Inventions ; unleſs you will call your Sermon: 
(as ſome Quakers are ſaid todo) as much the 
Ward of God as the Bible. : 
- VL I look on this as fo Material a Point, 
and conceive the Honour of the Holy Scripture 
and the Salvation of Chriſtians to be fo deeply 
concerned in it, that I think my ſelf obliged 
to Examine the. Pretences I have found to ju- 
ſtifie it : Tho' I confeſs they ſeem to me þ 
weak, that I am afraid I ſhall be almoſt fu- 
{peed by inditferent Perſons not to do Ju- 
ſtice in repreſenting them : For it is unac- 
countable that any body {hould urge fo ſight 


Reaſons for fo conſiderable an Omiſſion : And: 
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yet theſe are all I have ever met with, or 
heard from you. 
' -Fhe firſt Reaſon I haye heard urg'd, is, 
That the people are obliged to read the Scriptures 
at home, and being thas acquainted with them, 
the Reading of them 1s not neceſſary in their pub- 
lick Meetings. But to this F Anſwer, 
| 1. That weſee from what has been faid, 
That the Reading of the Holy Scriptures is by 
God's Appointment a part of his ſolemn publick 
worſhip ; therefore to leave it out in our Aſſem- 
blies, On any pretence whatſoever, is tO lay a- 
ſide his Command, and 1o to corrupt and dif. 
member his Worſhip. 
_ 2. The private performance of a Duty 
ought by no means to interfere with, or hin» 
der the publick. We muſt pray to Gog, praiſe 
him, and inſtru& our Families in private ; 
and yet God forbid that our doing bets Pr i= 
vately, ſhould baniſh the uſe of them from 
our Publice Aſſemblies 5, or that any one ſhould 
think himſelf excufed from Attending on 
the Publick Performance of them, on ac- 
count of his Private Diligence in them : 
And the fame Rule holds for Reading the Ho- 
ly Scriptures. ” 
Z. God eells the Children of Iirael, Deut. 
6. 6. That theſe Words which I command thee 
this day, ſhall be in thine heart, and thou ſhalt 
teach them diligently :9 thy Children, and ſhalt 
7 talk 
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talk of them when thou ſate(F in thine houſe, 
and when thow walkeſt by the way, and when 
thou lieff down, and when thou riſeſf up— 
and thou ſhalt write them on the poſts of thy houſe, 
Here is as much private diligence in Reading 
and Teaching the Law, required of the 7- 
raelites, as any Chriſtian can pretend to ex- 
erciſe ; and yet all this care to preſerve the 
knowledge of the Law by private ſtudy and 
exerciſe, did not make the Reading it in 
their Synagogues unneceſlary, or prevent 


God from requiring them to uſe it as part of 


his publick Worſhip, Deut. xxx1. 11. And 
therefore all your diligence in reading the 
Scriptures privately, or Your Teachers exhor. 
ting and requiring Yo to do it, ought not to 
warrant Their or Your diſpenſing with the 
Command of God, that appoints the reading 
his Word as part of his publick Service. 
ut, 

4. When People are left to themſelves in 
private, they may either do. or not do a 
thing-as they pleaſe: And we are aflured, 
That there are many who come to Church, 
and hear cle Ford of God read there, that 
neither can, norever wou'd be at the pains 
to read it in private. Tt is therefore a great 
Temptation to the People to be negligent, 
and a great want of Care in a Church, to 
leave ' material a thing as rhe reading of the 

Word 


Seft. 3, How pradtiſed by Diſſenters. qg1 


IVord of God, to private diligence. We find 
by experience, that where no publick effe- 
&ual Care is taken to inform the generality 
of Men, the Knowledge of God's Word ſen- 
ſibly decays, and is in a fair way to be loſt, 
The Papiſs read the Scriptures in a Language 
_ that the People do not underſtand, and we 
ſee into what groſs ignorance they are fallen 
by this means. Thoſe of Your Perſwaſion 
(generally ſpeaking) do tot read them at 
all in your Meetings, and the conſequence of 
this is, That many of your common People are 
ſtrangers to the wery Hiſtory of the Bible, and 
the Firſt Principles of Chriſtianity 5 as I have 
found on Tryal, to my great trouble and aſto- 
viſhment. This pretence therefore of Peo- 
les reading the Holy Scriptures in private, will 
by no means juſtifie you, for breaking God's 
Command, in omitting the publick reading them, 
as a part of God's Service 1n the Congregarti- 
ONS. 

The Second Pretence that I have met with 
for this Omiflion, is , That ſince the penning of 
the Scriptures, and ſetling of the Church by the 
Apoſtles, the caſe is much altered with Chriſtians ; 
That Printing\was not then known,and conſequent- 
pom of the Bible were few, and hard tocome 
y : Fer could then read them if they had them, 
and therefore (lay ome) Reading the Scriptures 
in the Aſſemblies ai then abſolutely neceſſary, 

| otherwi/e 
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otherwiſe the generality muſt have been Stranger; 
ro them ; But now Copies of the Bible by means of 
Printing, are become common, and eaſie to be had, 
and moſt Families have [ome in them that can 
read; And therefore the publick Reading them 
7s not now neceſſary. 

1. Theplain Anſwer to this is, Firſt, That 
che Reading the Scriptures publickly is an H- 
ffitution of God : Therefore to lay it afide on 
the account of the Invention of Printing, is 
in effe&t to fay, That Men have found out a 
better way to- propagate the Knowledge of 
God's Word, than He inſtituted ; and plainly 
tolay afide his Command, for Mens own In- 
VENtIONS. ; 

2.God has promiſed that there ſhall be always 
Religious Aſſemblies, and has commanded his 
Ford to be read in them, which is a certain 
means to preſerve the Knowledge therepf, as 
long as there is a Church ; but he has no 
where promiſed the conſtant commonneſs of 
Bibles, nor ability to People to read them at 
home. To omit therefore the 1/#:tution of God 
for Teaching his Word, and to rely on peoples 
- procuring and reading Copies of the Bible 


m——— is to leave God's way, and pre- 


”* 


umptuoufly depend on that which . has no 
Promiſe annexed to it. : 

 3- How eaſie foever we may imagine the 
obtaining Copies of the Bible , and notwith- 


ſtanding | 


—_— 
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ſtanding the number of thoſe that can read, . 
chere are {till many Families, even amongſt 
Proteſtants, that can neither compals a Bible, 
nor get any to read it, if they had one ; and 
therefore this Expedient is no ways ſufficient 
to ſupply the Deſign of God's Þfftirution, in 
commanding it tobe read publickly. 

4. Let us ſuppoſe Bibles to be as common 
as we candeſire, and that every one can read 
them, yet who will ſecure us that they will 
do it ? People whilſt the firſt Fervour of a 
Reformation 3s on them, may perhaps be di- 
ligent ſo long as the Scripture is a Novelty to 
them, or Zeal for a party inſpiritsthem ; but 
when this wears off, as itgenerally dces in a 
little time, we ſee by experience that their 
care of Reading and Meditating in the 
Scriptures decays with it ; and there are at 
this day t00 many of all Parties that neither 
read themſelves nor hear one Chapter read 
ina whole Year, except at Church. And 
therejore to omit the publick Reading them ,; 
on preſumption that the People will do it 
themſelves, fince it is ſo eafie tor them to do 
It, 15the ready ay to introduce an Univeriaf 
Ignorance of God's Word, and reduce us again 
to Popery ; the moſt effectua] Bar again(t 
which, is the Bible in our own Language. 

5. People may be obliged to come to the 
publick Congregations, and hear the Ford of 
Goa read, thoughthey have no inclination to 
it, 
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ict, and when they negle& they may be re: 
proved or puniſhed, but this is not practica| 
when the Scriptures are required only to be 
read in private Families. Experience ſhew; 
us that there is great difference between theſe 
ewo Methods in point of Efficacy. We ſe 
in England and Wales, where publick Read. 


ing was praQtiſed, the People generally em. 


braced the Reformation, but in Ireland,where 
the ſame care was not taken, they rejected it 
Had God's Way been taken, and the Scripture; 
as conſtantly read to the Native I1r:ſh, in a 
Language they underſtood, as it was in 
England 'or Wales, there is little doubt but 
the Reformation had ſucceeded as Univerſally 
here as it did there, but the want of this has 
kept them in ignorance te this day, which 
may convince us how ineffe&tual all our Con- 
trivances are to enlighten Men, in reſpet of 
God's Inſtitetion. IT am per{waded that it ever 
the Native Trip be brought to the Know- 
ledge of God's Word it muſt be by having it 
read to them publickly m a Language they 
underſtand, and not by thruſting Bibles pri- 
vately into their hands; of the ineffectual. 
neſs of which, we have had an Experiment 
of 150 Years. | 

6. But laſtly, Inſtead of all other Argu- 
ments, None of us are ignorant, that the 
Ford of God cannot be preſumed to have the 


: ſame | 
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ſame Efficacy when read privately, as it hath 


- when read in the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, ac- 


cording to God's appointment : Since he has 
given us a peculiar Promiſe to be preſent in 
ſuch Aſſemblies. And there are no diligent 
Hearers of the Word publickly read, but are 
able from their own experience to teſtifie, 
that they often find it to have a different 
force and efficacy, when they hear it read, 
as a part of his Ordinance, in the Publick Af- 
ſemblies, in which he has peculiarly promisd 
his Preſence, than when they read it in pri- 
vate by themſelves. 

The Third Pretence I have found alledged 
for omitting the regular reading the Bible itn 
your Meetings, is, That it takes up too much 
time, and is a hindrance to the more profitable 
Duty, of what you commonly call Preaching. 

I, I intreat you to conſider, "That there 
15 a time for every ting, and ſince God has 
appointed re-4ing his Word 2 time and room 
in our Publick Aﬀemblies, Who are we, that 
we ſhould preſume to throw it out? This 
ſurely is to ſet up our ſcives againft God, and 
to think that we are able to order Things 
better for the Edification of his Charch than 
he has done. Surely we ought rather to 
take care ſo to diſpoie our Sermons, that 
they may not interfere wich any other Inj#4- 

1317, 
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tutiow of God: But, that whatever time we 
allow them, there may remain ſufficient for th 
reading God*s Holy Word 5 Which I have pro: ey 
ved is in Scripture Language Preaching; ij 
And therefore to juftle this out to make our 
own Diſcourſes longer, is plainly to preferr FX 
our way of Preaching to Gods. It there be 
were a neceflity that one or the other muſt of 
be omitted, Modeſty ought to teach us t© a 
otnic eur own Words rather thai: God's. nc 
2. Suppoſe that upon ſome Extraordins th 
Occafjon it may be Lawful to omit read: th, 
ings God*s Word in our Afſlemblies, that ws ſte 
may have the more time to manage a Dif.» . 
courſe tor the Iſfru&ion of the People, yt be 
it can never be juſtifiable to miake this a con. - 1s 
mon practice; which is to put a manifeſt on 
Contempt on the Word of God. | F 4 
A Fourth Pretence againſt reading the w 
Scriptures publickly in a regular Method, is wi 
That they are hard to be underſtood, or applied, firi 
aud therefore only ſo much of them ought to k an 
tread at a time as the Miniſter may — and Wi 
apply to bis Auditory. And that one Verſe thn WO 
applied, is better than many Chapters read with- 1a 
out ſuch Application. | = / 
I. It is to be confiderd, Firſt, That it s. 
againſt the general Opinion of the Reforma Au 
Churches, who univerſally teach, That tie be 
Scriptures are plain, in all things neceſſary | £# 
t0 
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e to Salvation. And thereiore there is not 
r that univerſal Neceflity of an explanation of 
: every place of Scripture that is to be read, as 
i pretended: | | 
r 2. The Holy Scriptures, when heard with 
rt Humility and Attention , apply themſelves 
« better than any Man can do it. The 7ords 
| of them are the Words of God; and they have 
0 a plainneſs, force, and ſpirit in them, which 
no Humane Eloquence can improve, and 
- therefore it is a great Afﬀront to them to ſay 
. chat they have little efficacy except a Mini- 
e ſter apply them. P 
[1 _ 3. Suppoſe one Verſe well applied to be 
; better than many Chapters (for which there 
. - is no colour) yet this. would not juſtifie the 
} omiſlion of reading them publickly ; for no 
* Application can be fo well made of theni 
« Whilſt People are not thoroughly acquainted 
with them. It ought therefore to be our 
| firſt care to read them to the People often 
! and ſolemnly, that they may be acquainted 
| with the whole Body of them, and then one 
; 


word of Application may do more good thati 

. many Sermons to People not fo prepared with 
' the general knowledge of them.  _ 

; The /teral knowledge of the will of God 

/ muſt always go before the /awving, and is the 

2 belt Irtrodufion toir. Now the reading the 

; | Law inthe earsof the People is the meats 
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appointed by God to teach ther that /iteral 
knowledge ; and therefore while your Teacher 
have laid aſide this means of God's Appoing 
ent, they have in a great meaſure debarred 
People of the Spiritual and Sawing knowledg: 
of his Will, | 
4. Fourthly, Reading a verſe or two, 
and truſting to the Miniſters Application, 
without the Peoples being acquainted with 
the whole . body of the Scriptures, does pu 
Chriſtians too much in-the power of their 
Teachers, and makes them liable ro be ſeduced 
by them. This is the very Artifice whereby 
the Romiſh Priefts keep their People in ig 
norance ; and your Teachers uſing the fame 
Method (while it is manifeſt that fo prea 
2 part of their People either do not , © 
cannot, read them at home) ſeems too likez 
deſign on their Hearers, and tempts the Work 
to fuſpe& that they are afraid of the nake 
implicity of the Scriptures, ſince they . daw 
Nat truſt their People with Hearing them Pub - 
kckly read, except they add their own gloiks þR 
to them, " 
The. Fifth Pretence that I have met with 2 
jor laying aſide the publick reading the! p, 
Word of God, is, That the dead Letter (as ſom © 
callit) ts @ dull furmal thing, without Spit tþ 
er Life, where it is not applied to the Souls at 
Hen, by the Spirit of God ſpeaking in bis Min \ 


fſters, 


rm wet ee. oc 


L Sect. 3. How Praftiſed by Diſſenters. 95 
( fers, and that without ſuch Aſſiſtance the Scrip* 
fl tures have little Efficacy on the Heart. 
ho I hope there are few of any Communion 
dd will owrt this Pretence, ſince it is ſo horrid 4 
5 Reflection, and Afront on the Word of God. 
| will, however, in anſwer to it, offer theſe 
0 following Conſiderations. 
Nh, 1. That the Ho!y Scriptures give 4 Chara- 
ol  erof themſelves very different from this. 
W They repreſent the Word of God as the Sword 
Al of the Spirit, as quick and powerful, a; able ty 
ld make a Man ke, to Salvation, as giving w1'- 
d) Zorn to the ſimple, as Converting the Scul, with 
5 many other Expreſfiions to denote the Effica- 
ir cie thereof on the Hearts of Men ; and 
A therefore to reflect on the Word, as dull and 
Ol formal, as a meer dead Letter that Cannot en- 
4, gage the attention of the Hearers, or reach 
MN their Hearts, is too near Blaſphemy. 
5 2. We are certain that God ſpeaks to us 
n immediately: by his Holy Spirit in his Word : 
- And where the Spirit of Gad is, there is Power. 
& Burt when Men ſpeak their awn Heords, or 
ny to appply the Words or Paſſages of 
\cripture, tho' they feem to do it with the 
greateſt Zeal and Learning, yet they may be 
” miſtaken; nay, they may deceiveus: And 
s#. therefore wholly to lay afide the immedi- 
# ate DiQates ot the Holy Ghoſt recorded 1n 
the Scriprures for any pretended Exp!icatzor, 
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100 Of Hearing, Chap. III, 
or Application, made by Men, is manifeſtly 
ro exchange God's undoubted Words and 
Command for what may be a meer Humay 
Invention. : 

2. ?Tis to be confidered, that the people 
have always been apt to grow weary of the 
Service of God in the way of his own appoint 
ment, and complain of it, as dull and tedi. 
ous, fo Mal. 1. 13. Ye ſaid alſo, what a ear; 
neſs is it, and ye ſnuffed at it. And the reaſon 
is becauſe the way of God's appointing is al. 
ways more Spiritual, in reſpect of that whit 
is of Man's own Invention, and therefore i 
cannot be fo eaſic or agreeable to the Carn! 
minds of Men. 

4. It ought therefore to be conſidered h 
you, when people complain of being dul, 
and unaffefted by meer Hearing the Word 
God read, whether this do not truly proce 
trom a Carnal and Wicked Heart eſtranged 
from the Spirit of God, and whether the re 
ſon that Sermons pleaſe and affe& more tha 
a Chapter ous of the B:ble be not the novd 
ty and outward Ornaments of them, rathe 
chan the Spiritualneſs of the diſcourſe. We 


are ſure St. Paul ſuppoſeth ſuch as are not a | 


teted with the Words of God, to be nt 
Natural, or Carnal Men, 1 Cor. 2. 13. when 
having taken Notice of ſpeaking , Not » 
Frords which Man's Wiſdom Teacheth, but _— 

WI 
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the Holy Ghoſf Teacheth, he adds, but the Na- 
tural Man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of 
God : For they are fooliſhneſs to him, neither can 
he know them , for they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
From whence it clearly follows, that the rea- 
ſon why Men do not underſtand or receive 
the things of God delivered to them in the 
Words of Scripture, di&tated by the Holy Ghofpf, 
is, becauſe they are meer Natural Men, and 
want the Spirit of God, Whoever therefore 
is more affected , or delights more in a Ser- 
mon than in a Chapter af the Bible, has rea- 
ſon to look into his Heart, and examine him- 
ſelf whether he have the Spirit of God. Thoſe 
mentioned in Scripture that had that Spiric de- 
lighted in the Law of God : It was the joy 
of their Hearts ; they preferred it to all 
things, they meditated in it day and night : 
And were fo far from turning it out of their 
Publick Aſſemblies, that the Hearing it read 
was a great part of their Worſhip. Whoe- | 
ver therefore lays aſide this pra&ice, have rea- 
ſon to ſuſpe& rhat they want that Temper and 
Spirit with which thoſe Holy 1Men were infſpi- 
red ; and notwithſtanding all their pretences 
to a more than ordinary Spiritualneſs and 
Reformation, are little adyanced above the 
Natural Men that neither receive or reliſh 
the things of God, at leaſt not as they ought. 


H 3 I find 
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I find it alledged as a Sixth pretence for nat 
Readirg the Word of God in your Meetings, That 
a Child may read them, and perform this Duty; 
and then what need it take wp the Miniſters timt, 
To which there needs no other anſwer 
then that the Service of God is not leſs his, - 
or the leſs to be valued becauſe it iseafy. On 
the contrary 'tis the more ſinfull to negle& 
it, the more eafie it is, Miniſters are not 
ſer apart for difficult things only, which 6 
thers cannot perform ; but they are to exe: 
cute the Office that God has impoſed on 
them, whether it be eafie or difficult. A; 
tor Example. ' God has Commanded his M: 
niſters to Baptize, In the Name of the Fatht, 
&c. Now to pour on Water in this For 
15 no ſuch difficult thing, but a Child, or any. 
elſe might perform it ; Neither is there any 
greater difficulty in the Sacrament of th 
Lord*s Supper, as to the Eſſentials of it. Ye 
f ſuppoſe it will be granted by all, that it be 
longs only to the Miniſter's Office to pertorm 
theſe, and that they muſt not delegate then, 
Or any part of them to others, oromut then 
becauſe they are eafie ; and that they have ; 
quite different Sacredneſs, Efficacy and Force, 
when performed by a Perſon Ordained and 
Authorized to this purpoſe, than when per 
formed by another ; and the ſame Rule hold 
ii offering up our Prayers, and in Ry 
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the Scriptures; A. Man may read them at 
home, a Child may read them in Church, 
but they have not the ſame allurance of Efi- 
cacy, and a blefling, as when they come 
from the Mouth of a Perſon ſet a-pare by 
God's Ordinance for this purpoſe. 

I make no doubt but the Experience (as I 
have ſaid) of moſt Chriſtians, from what 
they have felt in their own Hearts in Hearivg 
the Ward of God publickly read, will atteſt 
the Truth of this. Now it you, my Friends, 
know and own this, as I hope the generality 
of you do, you mult ſee the unreaſonable. 
neſs of this pretence. If any of you do not 
know it, you muſt give me Jeave to ſay that 
fear it is from ignorance, and not conſide- 
ring the Scriptures. And 'tis your Teachers 
Duty to inform you better. Reading the 
Scripture being allowed by their Dire&ory to 
be a part of God's Publick Worſhip. We 
have this Rule there in expreſs words, That it 
& requiſite , that all the Canonical Books be read 
over in order, that the people may be better ac- 
quaiuted with the whole Body of Scriptures. 
Now if you can ſhew but one Meeting in the 
laſt Age, in which this has been duly per- 
formed, we will not accuſe you ſo generally 
of violating God's Command in this point; but 
if there be not one ſuch Meeting, you ought 
to conſider how you will excuſe your Gas 
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before God. And I think it neceſſary here | 
to obſerve to you how inſignificant general | 
Rules are without deſcending to a particular |; 


Determination of Circumſtances. ' Here we 


have in your DireFory a general Rule (fuch | 
as it is) for Reading the Scripture, but tov | 
want of being particular, as the Calendar | 
in our Common-Prayer- Book is, IT queſtion if | 
it yet was ever once obſerved, or indeed | 


that it is Pra&ical to obſerve it. And it is 
ſo almoſt in every other general Rule, and 
therefore to leave the Service of God to be 


Ordered by ſuch general Rules only, is in | 


effe& to Teach People to negledt it. | 
V. Theſe are all the Reaſoris that I can pol. | 
fibly think of, or have heard urged for Yowr 
practice in this Point. IT will not fay but] 
pthers may be pretended, but*I muſt profels | 
that I do.not remember to have met with | 
them ; it I had, I would have given them a 
due conſideration; I am perſwaded that | 
they cannot be of: greater force than thoſe 
I haye examined. And that they can never 


excuſe Nu in this matter, from manifeſt 


Breach of God's Command, in preferring 
<Iden's Irventions to his ff itutions. | 
 Aﬀeer all, I muſt profeſs to Tov, That I| 
laok on all theſe to be only Pretences; and | 
that the true Reaſon of Men's Negligence in| 
his Duty, is given us, 2 Tim. 4. 3. For Ut 

: time | 
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time will come ({aith the Apoſtle) when they - 
will not endure ſound oe op after Foes 
own Liſts ſhall they Neap up to therfelyes Tea- 
chers, having itching Ears. 1 iching Ear 
here, can ſignifie nothing ſo properly, 'as an. 
Ear that loves Novelty and Variety : Becauſe 
therefore our Church gives the People little. 
that is New, in her Prayers, or Reading the 
Scriptures, but retains a Farm of ſound Words 
in the one, and the plain Hord of God in the 
other ; Hence it is that ſome People can- 
not endure our Service, but heap upto them- 
ſelves Teachers, that inſtead of the Praiſes, 
Prayers and Sermons of God's immediate Ap- 
pointment, will gratifie them —_ Meeting 
with a New Prayer, without troubling them 
with ſuch Prayers or Sermons as they think old, 
which are incomparably better, only the 
Itching Ears of the People, as the Apoſtle fore- 
told, are pleaſed with the Novehy and Varie- 
ty of the one, and diguſt the Repetition of the 
other, as the : [raclites did 5 of Angels 

Food, Pſal. 78. 25. Numb, 21.5. and 11. 6. 
It is the Duty of all Miniſters, and the 
Buſineſs of the truly Conſcientious to check 
and curb this Humour in the People; and 
notwithſtanding all Diſcouragements, the 
Miniſters of Our Church, inftead of com- 
plying with them, have conſtantly repro- 
ved them for their Negligence and —_ 
where 


106 Of KReorivg, &c, - Chap. III, 
where they. . found them guilty. But as 
c 


Aaron, t Op ale the 1/7rae/ires, made the Gol. 

den Calf, 1o ſome AMenifters (tho? contrary to. 

their own Principles) have changed God”; 

Inftitution to. pleaſe their People - and left out 

the .conftant and regular eading of GodPs | 
Word, becauſe their People grew weary of it, 
Bur let all Men, judge ok - Cn | 
molt like the Menipers of Chriſt; We, who 
keep to the Reading Gods Word, according to | 
His own Inſtitution, whether the People will | 
hear or forbear 3 or They that com ? with | 
them, and lay aſide God's Command to ob- | 
Iige and gain them. 
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CHAP. IV. 
Of Bodily Worſhip. 


SECT. IL. 
What the Holy Scriptures preſcribe 1/88 


cerning it, 


I. He Fourth Part of the. Publick Wor. 
ſhip of God, or Deſign of Religious 
Aflerablies is Viſible or Bodily ' Adoration 3 
ſach amongſt us are Uncovering the Head, 
Bowing, Kneeling, and other: outward Signs 
of - Reverence an | Submiſ ſion; by which we 
bpenly ecknointadgs the Mercy, the Fuft ice, 
and Power of God, and expreſs the inward 
ſenſe we have of theſe Attributes. 

In treating of this Head, T will keep my 
ſelf to the ſame Merhod, as: in the former, 
and conſider, \Firſt, The Rules and Examples 
that the Scriptures afford us for: the I 

mance of this Duty. Secondly, Compare 
the Praitice of Our Church with them. Third- 
ly, Examine the Di/enters Prattice, and the 
Reaſons they alledge for it. 

I. Asto the fr of theſe we find a Poſeive 
Commend of God, for Bodily Worſhip in _— 
P[at, 
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Pſal. 95g. 6. O come bet us worſhip and bow 
down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
The ſecond Verſe of this Pſalm plainly thews 
us, that this is meant of Publick Worſhip : 


Let us come before bis preſence with Thank(piv- | 
ing. And that this boving or kneeling is to he | 
interpreted, kterally, not figuratively, appears | 


from the ſame Verſes, where Singing, | 


Thankſgiving, and Pſalmsy are all literallyto be 
underſtood ; and there is no more reaſon for 
underſtanding bowing and kneeling in a figura- 
tive ſence, . than the other. | : 


II. The ſame Bodily Worſhip is required by | 
the Second Commandment, which forbids us | 
to bow down to & graven Image,by which word ' 
we are commanded to bow d4ownto God ;: for | 
it is confeſſed by all, and laid down as a Rule | 

y's larger Catechiſm, That the | 


by the Aﬀemb 


Negative Commandments include in them the com: 


trary Poſitive ; that is to ſay, When a Com- 


mandment forbids us any thing, it requires us | 


to perform the Duty contrary to what is for- 
bidden. As for Example : When the firſt 
Commandment forbids us to have any other 
Gods before the Lord, it requires us to own and 
worſhip Him for our only God ; and after the 


ſame manner all other Commands are to be 


interpreted. By which Rule, when the 
Second Commandment, Exod. 20, 5. forbids us 
in theſe words, Thou ſhalt not bow down tg 

| them, 


; 
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them, nor ſerve them, it requires us to practife 


the contrary Duties in our Addreſſes to God. 
To bow down to Him and ſerve Him, that is, 
to worſhip Him both with the worſhip of our 
Bodies and Minds : Therefore as he that either 
bowsor kneels, or uſes any poſture of Reverence 
to a graven Image , breaks the ſecond Com- 
mandment ; ſo doth he who on occafion of 
Publick Worſhip either refuſes or negle&s to uſe 
ſome ſuch poſture to God. It being a Contempt 
of God , and contrary to His Commands , 
co Pray to Him, tor inſtance, without ſome 
Poſture of Adoration to Him, when we can 
do it, as well as it is a ſin to kneel to an 
Image, without Praying to it, which the Pa- 
pits pretend to do; the one 1s 1dolatry, and 
the other Sacrilege : For the Reaſon why we 
are not to bow down to an 14, is, Becauſe 
*tis an Ad of Worſhip due to God. And whe- 
ther we give what is due to Him to an Image, 
or refuſe to pay it to Himſelf, we are equally 
Robbers of God, we deny him his Honour, and 

are guilty of Sacrilege. 
I wiſh all concerned may ſeriouſly conſider, 
and amend their practice in this particular. 
HI. But the practice of Holy Men, and 
of the Church of God int Scripture, are the beſt 
Interpreters of God's Commands; and from 
them we may learn what he requires or ap- 
proyes in his Worſhip, Now —— 

who 
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whole O!d Tefament, we ſhall never find any 
one /iting at his Devotions : But on. all oc. 
caſions of Porſhip, eſpecially in Publick 4( 
femblies, the People of God ſtood, kneeled, 
bowed, or proſtrated themſelves. ?Tis ſaid! 
indeed, 2 Sam. 7.8. That King David tha 
went and lat before the Lord : But here the! 
OriginalWord is capable of another fignification, | 
and may as well be tranſlated,that he remained, | 
ſtayed, or abode before the Lord ; and accor. | 
dingly it is thus tranſlated in other places of 
Scripture, particularly Gez. 22. 5. & 24. 5x, 
& 29. 19. 1 Kings 12. 2. This place there. | 
foro is no Exception againſt that practice 
which is ſo evident through the whole Old 
Teſtament, that Holy Men worſhipped God 
with their Bodzes as well as with their Minds. | 
IV. We ſhall find the ſame pradtifed by | 
our Sawvour and his Apoſtles; in the New Te- 
ffament. Our Saviour undoubtedly is the Bef 
Example wecan propoſe to our ſelves for the | 
worſhip of God, and we onght to imitate what 


he did and approved. Now if we conſider | 


the worſhip he offered to his Father, we ſhall 
find him addrefling himſelf to him with bow: 
*ns the Body, with Kneeling and Proſtration, as | 
well as with /frong Cries and Tears ; lo Mat. 
26. 39.- - And he went a little further , and fell 
on his Face, and prayed, O my Father, 8c. and 


Litke 22. 41. He kneeled down and prayed. | 
And 
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And as he paid this Bodily Worſhip to God, 
ſo he accepted the ſame from Men when he 
was on Earth : Thus the Wiſe Men worſhip- 
ed him in his Cradle, Mar. 2. 1t. When they 
faw the young Child and his Mother Mary, they 
fell down, &c. Thus they that. defired to be 
Cured by him, addreſſed themſelves to him, 
Mark 5. 22. When he ſaw him, he fell at bis 
Feet, and beſought, &c. And after the ſame 
manner thole who were Cured by him re- 
turned him Thanks, Lake 17. 16. Thus his 
beloved Mary came into his preſence, Fobs 
11. 22. And Maith. 28. 9. They held him by © 
the Feet and 2w0rſhipped him. Our Saviour looks 
ed on chisBodily Worſhip co beſo indifpenhbly 
his due, that he accepted of it from the very 
Devils, and they durſt not forbear to pay it 
to him, Mark 3. 11. And unckaw ſpirits, when 
= ſaw him, fell down before bins, and cried, 
Thou art the Soz of God. And thus the very 
Heathen, as well as his Diſciples, approached 
him, even whilſt he was in his ſtate of Hu- 
miliation, | 
And that we may not be tempted to think, 
that our Saviour admitted this Bodily Worſhip, 
to be paid him only whilft he was Bodily 
preſent, we may obſerve St. Stephen pre- 
tents his Prayer with the ſame poſture, 4&s 
7. 60. He kneeled down and cryed with a loud 
. woice, Lord, lay not this ſim to their charge. 
V. The 


u 
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Bodies, (as St. Paul expreſly commands us 
x Cor. 6; 20) in the Publick Aſſemblies, as WE 
may leart from 1 Cor; 14- 23. where the 
Apoſtle ſpeaking of a Heathen. coming into 
che Aſſembly ot Chriſtians, and being con- 


vinced, addeth, and ſo failing down on his face | 
he will Worſhip God. If it had hot been the | 
cuſtom for Chriſtians to do thus, it would | 
never havebeen expected from a Heathen, | 


or reckoned an Argument of his Convi. 


fon. If the Church Triumphant in Heaven | 


may be allowed a fit Pattern to us of what | 
1s decent in the Forſhip of God, we find them | 
paying this Bodily Worſhip to God, Rev. 7. 11. 
And all the, Angels ſtood about the Throne, and 


about the Elders, and about the Beaſts, and fell 


OR 


on their faces before the Throne, and Worſhipped © 
God, fo Chap. 4: 10. and Chap. 19. 4. Andthe | 
ſame we find practiſed by the Church on 


Earth, A&s 21. 5. where St. Paul, and the 
Churchof Tyre, kneeled down on the ſhore and 
prayed. Aﬀer the fame manner he took his 


leave of the Elders of Epheſus, AG. 20. 36. 


He kneeled down and prayed with them all, So 


conſtantly are Bodily Worſhip and Prayer join- | 


ed together, that bowing the knee, ſometimes 
ſignifies, Prayer, Eph. 3. 14. For this cauſe 1 
bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Feſus 


Chap. IV: 


 V. The Scriptures repreſene to us the | 
Firſt Chriſtians thus glorifying God with ther | 
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- VI. The Scriptures repreſent this Bodily 
Forſhip as the moſt proper external A& of 4- 
doration : Tf. we look into'the Scriptures we 
ſhall not find” Praying, Praiſirzg, Reading the 

' Scriptures, Or Adminiſtring the Sacraments , 

' termed Worſhip; they are indeed Dsties which 
we are obliged to perform to the Honour of 

| God, but not immediate dire&t Ads of Wor- 

| ſhip, properly ſo called: For Worſhip is pro- 
perly the ſubjeftion of our minds to God ; 
and that is a proper Act of External Worſhip, 
which dire&tly ſignifies this ſubjeRion 'or 
ſubmiſſion of our tminds : But Prayer ſighi- 
fies our deſires of good things from &od, -and 
only indirectly our ſubjedtion to him ; Praz- 
fes immediately ſignifie the: ſenſe we have of 
God's Excellencies, and only by conſequence 
our ſubmiſſion ; Reading the ' Scriptures is 'a 
means of Tnſrudion, and tends to bring us to 
Tubmit to God, but does not diretly exprefs 
it. And the Sarrainents primarily ſignific 
God's grace to us, rather than our ſubmiflion to 
Him. All tkeſe may in a large ſence, 'tipon 
very good grounds , be lookd upon as parts 
of Worſhip , becauſe they do imply ſuch ſub- 
| 'miffion; but bending or bowing the Body is that 
| Which is properly in Scripture called For- 
ſzip, as GgnifFing immediately and naturally 
the bending and ſubmiſſion of our Souls, and 
nothing elſe. _ <p" OW A NO 
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In the Old Teſtament the words rendered 
tb ſignifie properly and originally to | 
023 


biww « or proſtvate the Body. 


Pſal. 95. 5. and Fer. 1. 16, And Worſbipped the 
2vork of their own hands. In the Original 
*tis They bowed themſelves down to the work, 


8c. Gen. 24. 52. He worſhipped the Lord bow. | 


his is the | 
proper ſignification of 44D and of nmy the | 
latter of which in the Second Commandment is | 
render'd to bow down, and very often when | 
the Original has they bowed Jown themſelves, | 
the Tranſlators render it they 4 x19 Iy 


; 


ing himſelf to the Earth. The Original has | 


no more but He bowed himſelf to the Earth ty | 
the Lord, 10 Pſal. gs. F. | 
gracraly through the whole Old Tefament ; 
rom whence it tollows that in the Qpinion of 
our Tranſlators, to bow ones felf to the Earth, | 
is that proper A& which they call Porſhy, | 
And hence the whole Worſhip of God is ſignt- | 
fied by bowing before him, Micah 6, 6. Where 
with ſhall T come before the Lora, and bow my 
ſelf before the High God? that is, How ſhall | 
worſhip bim acceptably ? 
. As to the New Teſtament, the Word gene: | 
rally there rendred Forſb;p, properly ſigni- | 
fies a Bodily Ation neynuwo, is Originally to | 
ay Homage by a Kiſs, as we now kifs the | 
King's Hand, which uſually was done &reel- | 


ing; And hence Kneeling and Worſupping Ig | | 


And the fame hold; | | 
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nifie the ſame thing in the Ni, Te/tament,and 
the one is put for the other. ': tus Mat. 8. 2. 
There came 4 Lo and worſhipped bim. The 
ſame Perſon is ſaid (ark r. 40. ) to come, 
beſeeching him and kneeling to him. Of the Ca- 
riaanitiſh Woman it is faid ( ar.ty. 25.) 
That ſhe came and worſhipped bim. And Mark 
fays (Chap. 7. 25.) She came and fell at his 
Feet. Luke ſays of the Man among the 
Tombs, that he fell down before him (Chap. 
8. 28.) Mark, that He worſhipped him, (Chap. 
ſ. 6.) Of Fairus, Mark and Luke lay, that 
He fell down at his Feet. Aatthew, that He 
' morſhipped him. Luke 8. go. Mark Fe 22. 
|  Matth; g. 18. So promiſcueuſly do the 
Evangeliſts uſe the Words kneelmg, or falling 
down, and worſhipping, to ſignifie the ſame 
thing. Whence we may learn that when 
any is laid to worſhip Chriſt viſibly, by it is 
meant they kneeled ro him. And when we 
are Commanded to Worſhip God in the 
Congregation, the meaning 1s, that we are 
' required to expreſs the ſubmiſflion of our 

Minds by bowing our ſekyes, or kneeling unto 
' tim. Hence the very Soldiers, that in de- 
| Tiſion bowed their Knees to Chriſt, are ſaid tg 
Worſhip him, Mark 15. 19. AndSt. John, 
; Rev. 22. 8. when he would Worſhip the 
Angel, fell before bis Feet, to which the An- 
| gel replied, See rho do it not—— Worſhip God: 

| Iz © | From 
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From which Text it clearly follows, that | 


falling down is an AR of Worſhip, and that | 


we are commanded by the Mouth of an 
Angel to pay it to God, _. ©. 78 1 
VIE. We find in Scripture fome At of 

this Bodily Worſhip accompanying every Relt. | 
gious Performance. Thus Prayers are pe- | 
nerally offered with kneeling, and that f6 | 
conſtantly (as is obſerved before) that to | 
bow the Knee, in Scripture-T.anguape, is to 
pray. Thus Praiſes, Thankſgwings , and 
Confeſſions of Faith, are offered fanding, 
1 King. 8. 14. And the King turned his Fac | 
about, and bleſſed all rhe Congregation of 1(rail | 
(and all the Compregation of Tirael ſtood) and 
he ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord, &c, the ſame po- | 
fture is obſerved, Yer. 55. 2 Chron, 20. 19. | 
And the Levites —— ſtood up to praiſe the Lovl | 
God of Iſrael with a loud woice, 2 Chron. 29. 26; | 
Neh. 10. 40. And this was not a voluntary 

Act, butimpoſed on the People, as appear | 
from Neh. 9. 5. Then the Levites —— ſaid, 
Stand up and bleſs the Lord your God, 8&c. In 

conformity to which, the Saints and Angels 

in Heaven are repreſented to us thus proiting | 
God, Rev. 7. 9. They ſtood before the Thron, | 
and before the Lamb and cried with a loud | 


VNVEINELS 


woice, ſaying, Salvation, &c. - At Reading the | 
Holy Scriptures, hoth Reader and __ 


NY SppiWn tnkS,SoOo, = ora 


til 
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uſed the ſame poſture, as appears from Neb. 8. 
4, 5- And Ezra the Scribe ſtood on a Pulpit 
of Wood —- And Ezra opened the Book, and all 
the People food up. And Chap. 9. 3. And 
they ſtood up in their place , and read in the 
Book : Which our Saviour likewiſe obſerved , 
Ln | ; 
| Laſtly, They offered their Sacrifices with 
Bodily Adoration, 2 Chron. 29, 27. And 
when the Burnt-Offerings began, the Song of 
the Lord began alſo——— And all the Congreg a> 
tion worſhipped, and the Singers ſang, and the 
Trumpets ; a Trp and all this continued un- 
til the Burnt- Offering was finiſhed. The 
Word, as was obſerved, here rendred Jr- 
ſhipped, ſignifies literally they bowed themſelves 
down , and the meaning is, They continued 
proſtrate, or kneeling, whilſt the Burnt-Offe- 
ring was offered. Thus in every Religious 
Performance, the Scripture has taken par- 
ticular notice, and recorded to us, with what 
_ of Bodily Worſhip it was offered up un- 
to GOA. 


_ \ 
> AS % 
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S HET, 3. 


The Praftice of our Church in Bodily 
Worſhip. 


| Et us in the next place compare our own 
I Practice with this Repreſentation, and | 
{ce how we perform this part of viſible Wor- | 


{hip in our Church. 


I. Firſt tlic, when we Ctome into the 
Publick Afemblies, we believe our ſelves to 
come into Chriſt's preſence; becauſe he ha 
promiſed 14a. 18. 21: Where tio or three ar. | 
gathered tegether in My Name, there am I in| 
the midſt of them: And therefore in Obe 
dience to the Commands of God in Scrip- | 
ture, ?Tis our Cuſtom to lift up our Heart 
to Him in Prayer, and bow our Bodies be- 
fore Him : This bowing our Bodies when ; 
we come into the Aſſembly of Chriſtians | 
Met together in Chriſt's Name, arid for hi | 
Service , tho' it be not enjoined by any 
Conſtitution of our Church, is generally | 
practis'd by good People, as very decent it | 
it ſelf, and edifying to others. Our bewing| 
our Bodies therefore at our coming into a 
Chriſtian Aſſembly for Worſhip, is only to| 
Pay that Bodily Worſhip to God that He require 
rom us when we come into his peculiar 


pre- 
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: preſence, which preſehice! He has promiſed 


in ſuch Aſſemblies. Some indeed are ſo weak 
as to term our thus worſhipping God, a bowing 
to the Altar: whereas our Church expreſly 
declaring againſt any Adoration to be paid to 
the Cor ecrated Bread and Wine, does much 
more declare againſt doing it to the A4l:ar. 

"WI. Uncovering the Head is a Mark of Re- 
fpe& among us ; and therefore we continue 
Uncovered whilſt the Aſſembly laſts ; that 
is, whilſt we are in Chriſt's preſence. The 


 cuſtomof the Eaſtern Church was to Upce- 


wer their Feet in the preſence of God; fo 
Moſes and Foſhua were commanded to do z 
(to which Solomon alludes, Ecclef. 5. 1.) This 
was eaſily practiſed with them, becauſe they 
wore nothing on their Feet but Jooſe Shooes and 
Sandals, which were readily ſlipt off; And 
this continued till our Saviour's time, as ap- 
pears by their waſhing their Feet when they 
came into Houſes, Luke 7. 44. Uncovering 
the Head is the ſame common mark of re. 
fpe& with usnow, as uncovering the Feet was 
with them in their time ; and this ancovering 
the Feet being neither practicable with us, 
hor any note of reſpe& among us, but rather 
the contrary, Our Church has requir'd us 
inftead of it, to uncover our Heads, Can.7. 
For the Juſtification of this practice, give 
me leave to digreſs ſo far as to explain one 


I 4 pal- 


paſſage in the New Teſtament, which ſeems 
to require that a Man ſhould have his Head 
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wncovered in the preſence. of God, not as a note | 
of reſpe&t, but of Privilege, 1 Cor, 11. 7. 


For a Man indeed ought not to- cover his Head, 
foraſmuch as he is the Image and Glory of God ; but 
the Woman i# the Glory of the Man. Which 
paſſage does not primarily relate to the co- 


vering the Head, but the. Face, by a Veil, | 


according to the Cuſtom of the Eaſtern 


Countries : and this. covering the Face, was a | 
note of reſpeR, as the contrary was anote of 
Privilege : So. we find that when Rebecca | 
was to appear before her Husband (Gew. 24, 
G5.) She took a Veil and covered her ſelf. So | 
(Exod. 3. 6.) Moſes hid. his face, for he was a- | 
raid to look upon God 5 and Elijah wrapped his | 
face in his Mantle when he went out to meet God, | 


Kings 19. 12. On theſame Account the Se 
raphins cover their faces with their Wings, |, 
6..2. ”Tis therefore a peculiar Privilege and 


Gn 29. n= =o, 


favour to be allowed to appear before God | 


z#ncover'd, and it is reckowd as ſuch, 2 Cor. 
3. I8.. But we all with open face beholding as 


1 a glaſs the glory of the Lord, &*c. Thoſe 


v \ 
4 


that were out of favour might not appear | 


bare-faced before their Prince, but with their | 
Heads covered, as Haman was when the King | 


lznitied his diſpleaſure againſt him. Efher 7.8, 
Now for the underſtanding of the _ 
CUE 


head 
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make Man his Inage and Glory, it 1s not fit 


| 


cited place, we muſt conſider that Adan being 
the Image and Glory of God, is allowed to take 
this Confidence before God, which is denied 
to Women ; For ſince God was pleaſed to 
that this his glory ſhould be covered before 
Him : but on the ether hand,it is fit that Man's 
glory, which isWoman,ſhouldbecouered before 
God. This I conceive is the full meaning of 
this place, and has no relation to the manner 
of uncovering. the Head in uſe with us now 3 
which is only a mark of.civil reſpe&, and 
that peculiar to Men, and nat to. Wamen. 
But however being an honour paid to Men, 
there is no.reaſon why it ſhould not be pai 
to God : On the contrary it ſeems to be re- 
guired by the Apoſtles general Injun&ion, 
Let all chings be done decently. Andit is one of 
the Articles of our Church, That the Chyrch, 
bas ym to order Rites and Ceremonies; that is 
to determine what particular things come un- 
der the Apoſtles general word of Decency. 

_ 3. Weſtand up at our Praiſmgs, Thank- 
givings, and Confeſſions £4 Faith, in Confor- 
mity to the Examples of Holy Scripture. 


, 4. At eur Conteflions of Sin, and at our 
Prayers, we preſent our ſelves before God 
on our knees, by order of our Church, ac- 
cording to the Example of our Saviour, and 


HL We 


the Church of God, 


to examine it fully ; perhaps Go 


the following deduQion. 


1. The Altar was of Old the Lord's Table, | 


, from whenee his Atten. 
. The Author's In- dants were fed, Mal. x. 7. 


tention is not to aſs +», offer pollated Bread upon | 


ſert, That the Scrip« 
zures require Kneel- 


mine Altar , and ye (ay, 


ing at the Lord's: Wherein have we polluted | 


Supper, but to ſhew, thee? I that ye ſay, The 


That i is not con- | 
trary to the Inflitu- _ of the Lord js contem 
zion of Chriſt, or £99 

Pra#tice of the Apo- 


| Mles, who compare ' bur receiving it with the Jewe | 


F 


ty 


+ 
- 
£ 


partaking of their Altar, to which they approached | 


with Adoration. 


2. Onthis account the Iſraelites came to ' 
the Altar, and worſhipped before it, as being 
God's Table, on which the Sacrifice was pre- | 
ſented, ashis Meat, of which they were per- | 


mitted to partake : So 2 Chron. 6. 12. And 
he ftood before the Altar of the Lord ——verl. 13. 
And kneeletl down on his knees. And 1 Kings 
8. 54. He aroſe from before the Altar, from 


kneeling 
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IIT. We Celebrate the Holy Sacrament of | 
the Body and Blood of Chrift in aWorſhipping | 
poſture. I know that many except- againſt | 
this. It would engage me in a _ diſcourſe | 
may here. : 

after give me an Opportunity to diſcuſs it at | 
large, at preſent I ſhall only hint at the | 
Scripture-Grounds we have for it, and that by |: 
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| kneeling 01 his knees. Nor can it be ſaid ; That 
' this kneeling of Solomon was only becauſe he 


[| offered upa Prayer at that time, and chat 


therefore he was in a praying poſture ; for 
undoibredly it was the Dnty of all that were 
preſent at ahy Sacrifice, to offer up prayers 
to God with the Sacrifice : And accordingly 
we findit commarided 2 Kings 18. 22. Te 
ſhall worſhip before this Altar im Feruſalem ; 
literally, Te ſhall bow down your ſelves. | 

3. The Community-Table is called the 
Lord®s-Table, x Cor. 10. 21. - XF-9h 

4. The Iſraehites partaking of the Altar is 
propoſed as an Example tor our partaking 
of the Lord*s-Table, 1 Cor. 10. 16. The Cup 
of Bleſſmng which we bleſs, 1s it not the Com- 
mmunion of ' the Blood of Chriſt? The Bread 
which 2vc break, is it not the Communion of the 
Body of Chriſt? werſ. 18. Behold Tſael af- 
fer the Fleſh: Are not they which eat of the Sacris 
fices partakers of the Altar ? 

5. In alluſion to this Religious Eating with 
Bodily Worſhip , it is Propheſied of our Savi- 
our, Pſal. 22. 29. All they that be fat upon 
Earth (that is, the favoured and happy Ser- 
vants of God here; called in werſ. 26. The 
meek) ſhall eat and Worſhip. 

Since then the Scripture ſets forth to its 
a Religious Eating at the Lords-Table with 
Torfhip, and the Holy Communion is ſuch an 
Eating 
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Eating at his Table, it follows that the Scrip. * 
ture Warrants our Worſhipping when we Ea, | © 
_ 2. We are Commanded in Scripture t©| © 
receive the. Holy Euchariſt I #emembran | 2 


of Chriſt*s death, and by it we ſhew his death, 
fill be come. The ſame Scriptures Command! 
us to Worſhip our Saviour $ For he 5s the Lord, | 
end Worſhip thou him, Pſ. 45. 11. If everthe| 
we are to Worſhip our Saviour, it 1s cer. 
tainly when we come to him in the neareſt 
arty that we are Capable of in this 
World, and with the higheſt ſenſe of Gra! 
titude that our Souls can admit of; to | -. 
member and adore him for the greateſt A&| -_, 
of love that could be extended towards us, +. 
even laying down his Life for us, and par-| ,, 
take of the Benefits thereof by feeding oh | ©, 
him. If it be not our duty to Worſhip him | ., 
with our Bodies, as well as our Minds, on \, 
this occaſion, it is hard to ſay when we ar 
obliged to do it. =” 
- This Conſideration prevail'd with the 
Proteſtant Church of Poland, to oblige all | 
their Members to receive &nee/ing or fanding, 
in Oppoſition to the Socinmzans, who refuled ., 
to pay any Worſhip to our Saviour; and | 
therefore Celebrated his Supper fitting. The | 
Words of their general Synod are theſe, | ., 
@ Corpus Confeſſion, P. 236.) Quod attinet al | 
Ceremonigs, &c. © As to the Crremonk: | Y 

0 
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« of the Lord*s-Supper, the Decree ſome 
« time ago diſcuſs'd in the Synod of Sandomir, 
;| © and the Concluſion made and repeated 
,| © in the general Synod of Cracow and Pe- 
| © prokow, 15 alſo approved in this Seflion of 
1 © the Syned of Uladiſlaw, viz. That ſitting 
| © at the Lord's-Table ſhall not be uſed'in 
| any of the Churches of Polayd or Lithua- 
'| © 459, &c. of our Communion: For this 
| © Ceremony (tho? indifferent'as others are) 
&« is not uſed by the Chriſtian and: Refor- 
© med Churches; and is proper to the Infi- 
' * q&l Arians only , who place themſelves 
| © in an equal Throne with the Lord. Since 
 * then /itting has'crept into ſome of our 
| © Churches, chiefly by the occaſion and 
' «countenance of thoſe who have miſerably 
« fallen from us, and denied the Lord that 
&* bought ns, We intreat and exhort all thoſe 
* Congregations, and our Brethren in the 
&* Lord, that they would change ſiting in- 
| * to the Ceremonies uſed by us Proteftants 
| * in all the Reformed Churches of Emope, 
* even that the Lord*s-Snppet may be admi- 
| © niftred to the Commiincantsſtanding or 
| 


| © kneeling ( with a Proteftation againſt 
| © Bread-Weorſhi9 uſed by the Papifts) both 
* Which Rites (as they have been hicherto 
* uſed in fome Churches) we leave free, 
and approve; without blaming or giving 
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<«&_ Offence to thoſe who uſe either. - This 
Synod was held..Zune the 19th. 1583. 
:... The- Synod. of Petrokow, above-mention'd 
(held. Zune 1.2.3. 1578. pa. 234+.) expreſſes | 
Ic, ſelf in cheſe Words ; © Becauſe thoſe | 
E 'Traiterous Fugitives from us to Arianiſm, | 
©- who change all things in the Church, pre. ! 
<« tending to imitate Chriſt without Dilſcre. | 
© tion, were the firit Authors amongſt ys of 
i, Sitting at the Lord's Table ;, contrary to the 
« Rites uſed in all the Reformed Churches 
« throughout. Europe. Therefore we rejet | 
*© this Ceremony, as proper to them who | 
* treat as well Chriſt as his Sacraments irre- | 
« yerently,..as Indecent and Irreligious, and | 
# very oftenſive to well-meaning People. 
It ought to-be obſerved, That this Church | 
reckons Sitting. a Ceremony 53 and a Ceremony | 
of an ill Sigmification and Original, and ' 
not uſed by any Proteſtant Church in their 


4+AMNC.. | 

.IV. But1find; moſt People acknowledge 
the Reafonableneſs of this ; and grant, if it 
were left to us how-we would Recc:ve,that we | 
ought to doitwith Adoration : But,fay they, 
Obedience is better than Sacrifice z we are com- 


.manded te do what Chriſt did, and he in- | 


ſtjituted, and his Diſciples received it, in a 
Table-poſture;. and therefore ſo ought we, 


Aotwithſtanding the Scriptures, Reaſon, and 
£5 Degency, 


S 
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Decency, fem..to recommend another Pg- 
ſture ta us. - _ .. | : 
"Now-to this Argument, which is the onl 
one I find brought from Scripture,and which 
ſeems to' prevail with moſt, I Anſwer, © © 
\ 1. That we. are not required, nor is it 
convenient; to, imitats all chat Chriſt did. 
Neither the- Time, nor the Number of Re- 
ceivers, nor, the Poſture, being .Obligatory 
fo us ; asappears. from ot. Paul, 1 Cor. 11.23. 
who having occaſion to mention what he re- 
cerogd of the Lord, concerning this 'Sacra- 
ment , mentions 'only our Saviour's rak; 
Bread, giving Thanks, and Breaking it 5 and 
then ſaying, Take, Eat; this 1s my Body, &C. 
withoyt the Circumſtances: of the Number 
of Receivers, his Poſture, 'or being at Sup- 
er.. Nay, that we may not think that this 
had any relation to a Commoen Supper, or 
the Circumſtances of it, he obſerves, ' that 
$0 was done, hen be took the Cup. Our 
Sayionr's Poſture therefore, whatever it was, 
is no wiſe Obligatory to us, it not baing any 
part of what St. Paul profeſles to have re- 
ceived from Chrift concerning . this Sacra- 
' 2, I have already proved, that Religious 
Eating was accompanied with Bedily Worſhip ; 
and therefore if it were granted, that we 
were obliged to receive this Sacrament in a 
Fo Tabk- 
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'Table-Poſture, from the Example of our $+- 
viour ; yet- it would not follow, that we 
ftiould not receive it Kneeling. *Tis Certain 
our Saviour did not Sz, but Lie at Table 
when he did eat his uſual Meals. Suppoſe | 
then he had obliged us to his Poſture of Ear. | 
ing, we one to Lie, as he did; but.none| 
aflere the Neceflity of our doing fo, «| 
Pra@tiſe this* way. Since then all Partis| 
change it, fare we do better, that changei 
into the Religions way of Eating, recom. 
mended to us in the Scviptures, with Ado. 
ratiori, than others, that change our Ss | 
viour's way into Sitting, the Common wat | 
of our Eating, 3 CES 
"3. We have this further to fay for ou 

Practice, That our Saviour was not at 2 
Common Sypper when he inftifuted thi 
Sacrament, bur at the Paſſover ; which ws 

a Sacramental .Eating, and had a peculiat | 
'poſture preſcribed for it, Exod. 12.11, © An | 
though ſome think (but without Warrant 
from Scripture) that the Fews did not ob-. 
ſerve this, yet it is owned they obſerved 
another, which differed from the Common 

Poſture of Eating, and was reckoned Rel: | 
gious. However, *tis ſpoken, that our Sa: 
'viqur performed this Eating with ſeveral Re- 
ligious Ceremonies that were not in the firſt 
Inſticution ; "Such is that we find, Luke yr 
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And He took the Cup, and gave thanks, and [aid, 
Tahe this, aud divide it among your ſelves. 
'ThisC»p is differenc from cheSacramental Cup, 
which is inſtituted wer. 200 And therefore it 
we would imitate Chriſt, we ought to eat 
the Lord*s-Supper in a way peculiar to it ſelf, 
and different from our Common Meals. 
| 4. But Fourthly, The full Anſwer to the 
| Argument, is, That it goes on afalſe Suppo- 
fition, That our Saviour infticuted this Sacra- 
ment in the Common Poſture of Eating. 
Which no wiſe appears in Scripture ; neicher 
can it be inferred from any thing ſaid or inti- 
mated by the Evangeliſts,or St.Pa!,but rather 
the contrary. It's true, whiPſt the Diſciples 
were Eating, he took Bread ; but after that, he 
gave Thanks, and bleſſed it ; and then be brake 
#,and gave it to them: And itis not tobe ſup. 
poled that the Diſciples continued Eating, 
whiPſt our Saviour was giving Thanks, and 
Blefling ; that is, Praying, Our Saviour 
therefore, or his Diſciples, were not Eating, 
but giving Thanks, and Praying, whil{t 
this Sacrament was inſtituted ; and there- 
fore it was proper to be done (and, in prg- 
| bability, was done by our Saviour) in a 
Thankſgiving and Praying Poſture. Neither 
was there any neceflity to tale notice of this 
Change of Poſture ; ſince the Change of the 
Attion, from Eating, to Thankſgiving and 
K Blegng, 
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120 Of Bodily Worſhip, Chap. Ty. 
Bleſſing, ſufficiently ſignifies and inferrs it 


There is no notice taken of our Saviour 
Riſing at all from the Table, by any of the 


three Evangeliſts that deliver to ftisthe If ity 
zion of the Sacramient ; and yet it is plain, 


from Fohn 13. 4. that he did Riſe from thx 


Supper, and waſhed his # 4 ia Feet, and ſx 


down again, Ver. 12. and fo 


e niight Riſeto! 
Bleſs and Diſtribute the Holy Sacrament | 
And therefore we have no Aſſurance from| 
Scripture, that our Saviour inſtituted this Su.| 
crament in a Common Table-poſture, rather the| 


z 


contrary ſeems probable. So that He has |ck| 
us at liberty to follow the general Rnles 
Decency and {Reaſon, and what the Serj! 
tures repreſent to us as fic, and practiſed in the | 


like Cafes. | 
\ Laſtly, We fitd the Apoſtle ſeverely re. 


proving the Corinthians, for their Irreverenc 


in Recerving this Sacrament 3 and threatninp | 


them with Danmmation, for not diſcerning th 


Lord*s Body ; that is, for Receiving it as ther | 


Common Food, without diſtinguiſhing betweet 
them by a Reverend and Religious Receiving 


it, And ſure it is but a due Diftin&1on be | 


eween It and our Common Food, to approach 


the Lord*s-Table with as much Reverence s | 


the Jews did their A4/rar, at which they never 
fat down. ; 


Upon 
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Upon the whole,. I think we do nothing 
in this, or any other Sacred Action, as to 
Bodily Worſhip, but what is Warranted and 
Grounded on the Hely Scriptures ; and parti» 
cularly as to what we do at the Holy Sacras 
ment . of the Lord's Supper, it is as unjult to 
ſiſpe& or accuſe us of Worſhipping the Lord's- 
Table, or the Elements of Bread and Wine, bes 
cauſe we receive them Kneeling, as it were 
to accliſe the Jews of Worſhipping their Al- 
tar Or Sacrifices, becauſe they Worſhipped 
before them, as God Commanded them to 
do, 2 King. 18. 22. I beletch God to give 
tis true Szbmifſion and Humility of Heart ;, for 
the Outward Expreflions of thelte Inward 
Diſpoſitions of Mind which our Church has ap- 
pointed by Bodily Worſhip, are certainly ſuch 
as God has approved, and holy Men have 
pratftiſed 1n Scripture. 


SECT, 2 
The Praftice of the Diſſenters in Bodily 
Worſhip. 
. N D now I come to yo'1l, my Friends, 
who diſjenr trom Us, to conſider 
how You perform This Part of God's Wor- 


ſip, and to compare YWur Piinciples and 
K 3 Praffice 
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ro the Holy Scriptures, that make it the mo | 


felves towards one Place or other 5 that 1s, with | 


132 Of Bodily Worſhip, Chap. Iy, 
Pra#ice with what I have repreſented from 
the Holy Scriptures. | 


And, Firſt, As to Yowr Principles. IT need. 
not tell you, That you do not allow Bodily Ade. | 


ration to be any part of God's Worſhip: Which | 


you cannot bur diſcern to be plainly contrary | 


py peculiar Ac thereof, as I have ſhewed | 
efore, Chap. IV. Se#. 1. N** x, 2, 3- In 
your Confeſſion of Faith, Chap. 21. Prayer, | 
Reading Scriptures, &c. Singing Pſalms, 
Adminiſtration of the Sacraments, are 
reckon'd up as Parts of Religious Worſhip, | 
but not a Word concerning the Worſhip of | 
the Body. Your Dire&ory doth not only | 
leave it out, but excludes it, by requiring al ! 
to enter the Aſſembly, and ro rake rheir Seat: | 
and Places, without Adoration, or bowing then | 


out Bowing themſelves at all. A Rule | 
rely oppoſite to Natural Reaſon, as well x | 
ro the Commands of God, and to the Ex | 
amples of his Saints : And 'tis unconceivabl: | 
how ir ſhould be laid down by a Society of | 
Men that profeſſed ro Believe Chriſt pecu | 
liarly preſent in their Aſſemblies ; which yet 
the Authors of your Dire#ory profeſs to do, 
in that very place where they forbid al 
Adoration. Let us then, TI pray you, com- 


pare their Rule with God's Ward : Kat 
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have the Bible in your hands, and you look 
upon it to be your Privilege to uſe it : The 
Scriptures lay, O come, let us worſhip, let us bow 
down, let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. 
Your Dire&ory lays, Let us enter the Aſſembly 
without Adoration or Bowing. Where, not» 
withftanding, it allows, that we in a ſpecial 
manner appear 1 God's Preſence. Surely you 
cannot but ſee, this is not only to lay aſide, 
but to contradidt the Rules of Scripture. 

H. Your Pradice is conformable to-your 
Principles, For, 

r. At your Thankſgivings or Praiſes, you 
neither Bow, nor Stand up. | 

2. Whereas We, and the Churches of God 
in all Ages, have uſed to Stand up at the 
Solemn Confeſſions of Faith, you have caft 
out of your Religious Aſſemblies, not only 
this AGF of Worfhip, but the Confeſſions of Faith 
themlelves ; ſo material a Part of the Service 
of God, as appears from Rom. 10. 9, 10. If 
thou ſhalt confeſs with thy Mouth the Lord Feſus, 
and ſhalt believe in thine Heart that God hath 
raiſed him fram the Dead, thou ſhalt be ſaved + 
For with the Heart Man believes unto Righteouſ- 
neſs, and with the Mouth Confeſſion is made unto 
Salvation. To profeſs ſolemnly that we ex- 
pet no Happineſs but from the good Plea- 
fare of God, and that we freely acquieſce 
in his Proviſions for us, ts no fmall Evidence 
K 3 of 
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of the Submiflion of our Minds to God; 


and, upon that Account, may be reckoned 
an Inſtance of External Worſhip, and ac. 


cordingly many oof the 'P/alms contain ſuch 


Conteflions. = 
3- You Sit, generally, at your Publick 
Prayers. EE on. 
4. At the Holy Sacrament you Sit, not 
only whilſt you Receive, but likewiſe at the 


Thankſgiving and Blefling before : And yout | 
Dire&ory impoſes this Poſture on Commun | 
cants, though contrary to Holy Scripture, in | 


_—_ of that Part that concerns the Prayer 
an 


>» 


| 
f 


[ 


| 


Thankſgiving ; and withont any Con: | 


and, or 1o-much as Example from Scti- 


ture, in reſpe& of the Sitting at the time df 
Receiving. : ' 2 oy, 
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5. Too many of your Perſwaſion. cot- | 
demn us, who conform to God's Word, in! 


theſe Particulars; as ouilty of Superſtition; 


and endeayour to 'render' our Conformity | 


ridiculous ; not being content to lay aſide | 
the Commands of God .themlelves, but endea- 
youring likewiſe to condemn and ſcoff at the 


Obſervation of them in Us. * 

In ſhort, IT entreart yon to conſider, 
That you have rot any 'one Viſible Ad if 
Adoration amongſk you, in your Aſſemblies, 
except we reckon in this Number, That 


and 


jour Men Uncover their Heads at Prayet; | 


S 
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and yet even this is not required by your Dz- 
rectory. 

HI. And now let me a while Examine 
calmly with you, the Pretences IT have met 
with, for laying aſide this Part of God's Wor- 
{hip ; far it is not probable that any would 
baniſh Adoration out of their Afſemblies, and 
alledge no Reaſon for their doing fo. 

11. Firſt therefore, I find that Place of 
Scriptyre produced to this purpaſe, Fob.4.24. 
God is @ Spirit ; and they that 2porſhip Him, 
muſt worſhip him in Spirit and iu Truth. Some 
think that all Bodily Worſhip 1s here forbidden, 
and that only the Worſhip of the Spirit or Mind 
is required of us under the Goſpel ; Upon this, 
ſome have declared againſt all Chxrches, ar ſe- 
parate Places for Worſhip ; Others,againſt all 
Boaily Worſhip 3 Others, againſt all Sacraments ; 
Others, againſt all Vocal Prayers, Praiſes and 
Thankſgivings ; And even in the Apoſtles 
time, ſome were againſt all /7/ible Aſſemblies. 
And indeed, if we underſtand this Place as 
ſome da, That all Bodily Worſhip is excluded 
by it, and that it is ſufficient to Worſhip God 
in our Spirits or Minds only, I do not ſee but 
all theſe are in the right; and thoſe who 
pretend to be above Ordinances, and worſhip 
God no-where, are moſt conformable to this Rule ; 
and, next to them, the /lent Meetings of the 


| Luakers, without Sacraments, without Vocal 


K 4 Prayers 
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Prayers Or Praiſes, are the moſt Spiritual Se 


wice. For if other Diſſenters think Bodily Wor | 
ſhip, fach as Bowing, Kneeling, 8&C. unlawfy | 
or unneceſſary, becaute they are Ads of the. 


Body, and unfit, on. that account, to be of- | 
tered to God, who is a Spirit; why may. 


not the Quakers omit the Sacraments, and the | 


Words of the Mouth, which are Ow ward Things 


as well as the other 2 Nay, why ſhould not | 


Outward Teaching or Preaching ceaſe ? ſince 
the Sprrit is a ſufficient Teacher, and has pro 


miſed us, Heb. 8. to. I will put my Laws int 
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their Minds, and write them in their Hearts, — | 


Ver. 1x. And they ſhall not teach every Man by | 


Neighbour, and every Man his Brother, &c. 


The Principle and Reafoning is the fame in | 


all theſe, and wilt juſtifie the Sitent Meeting: 
bf the Quakers; nay, the Extravagance of 


Thoſe that pretend to be above all Ordinance, ' 


as well as the Irreverence of other Diſſerters. 
But we ought to interpret Seripture fo a5 wm 


place may not contradict another ; and finceths | 


Holy Scriptures tſhew us, that God requires otir 
Foca! Prayers and Praiſes, our Viſivle Sacrament! 


ANC! Adoration, WE ought not to interpret Wir- | 
ſhipping in the Spirit 10 as to exc}ude theſe, but | 


rather conclude that they may be offered up 


to God in fuch a manner as to become prope! | 


tor Spiritual Werſhip, or God would never have 
required them. 


When | 
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When therefore our Saviour repreſents the 
Worſhip He taught the World, as a Worſhip in 
Spirit and T1 rh, his meaning doubtleſs is not 
to exempt us from 2y0rſhipping his Farber with 
our Bodies, whereof He Himfſclf has given 
us an Example ; but to teach us, That the 
Outward 4s of Worſhip that we pay to God, 
are only Acceptable to Him, when they pro- 
ceed from, and are accompanied with a hear- 
ty ſubmiſſion of our Souls ; and that every At 
is more or kb Acceptable, as it has more or 
lke6 of our Hearts and AﬀeRions in it : But 
that Circumftances of place, and the like, 
give us no Advantage, and are of no value 
towards making our Worſhip Acceptable. 

This meaning of the words dire&ly an- 
fwers our Saviow”s defign, which was to ſhew 
the Samaritan Woman that the time was co- 
ming that the Worſhip offered to God under 
the Goſpel would be nothing more acceptable 
for being offered at Fernſalem, or Mount Ge- 
rim, Or any other place: Bur the Heart 
being righe, all places were alike. Which 
was direaly contrary to the Fewiſh Law, 
that allowed no Sazrifice or Oblation to be ac- 
ceptable to God , that was not offered at the 
Temple, and conſequently their Forſhip deri- 
ved its acceptance from the place, and got 
from the Heart alone of him thar offered ic. 
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We affirm therefore, as our Savigur. has 


here taught us, that it is only from the Heart, | 
or Spirit, that qur Morſhip becomes accep. | 
table to God, and thatthe tune or place where | 


ic is offered contributes nothing to our accep- 


tance : But that in whatever place, at what: | 
ever time , in whatſoever poſture we offer 


up our Spirits and Hearts to God, we are ac- | 


cepted by him. 

But then we fay likewiſe, a Man who neg- 
lets the Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, cannot 
have a good Heart towards God, becauſe he 


breaks his Command ; that fuch as do not | 


take care to proyide a convenient and decent 
place, . and ſet it apart for Chriſtians to meet, 


and to perform God's Worſhip in, cannot have | 


_— CCC III 


a value for it ; that fuch as negle& the Hoh | 


Sacraments, Want Faith in His promiſes, s | 
well as Obedience to His Commands ; and | 


that thoſe who negle& to Worſhip him with 
their Body , and to pay autward Reverence 
and Adoration when they come into his pre- 


—_—_ 


{ence muſt wang inward ſybmiflion of their | 


minds, becaulg they do not approach as he 
requires. If a Man truly PPorſhip God in his 
Spirit, 1t will oblige him, if able, to perform 
a outward Acts; and if he be not able, 
God doth not require them. | 

It 1s in this, as in Faith, Fam. 2, 18. 4 
Man may ſay, Thou haſt Faith, and I have 


Works : | 
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Works : Shew me thy Faith without thy Works, 
and I will ſhew thee my Faith by my Works, Afﬀ- 
ter the fame manner a Man may fay, Thou 
Worſhippsf God inwardly ini Heart and Spirit, 
and 1 Worſhip him outwardly, andin the face 
of the Church with my Body. 'Shew me thy 
inward Worſhip without bowing, kneeli1g,' or 
other Bodily A&t of Worſhip, and I will thew 


thee my inward Worfhip, and dread of God's 


Majeſty by the 207ſhip of my Body. 

From all which it is manifeſt, that our 0b- 
ligation to worſhip God in Spirit and Truth, 
doth no more exclude Bodily Worſhip , than 
Faith does exclude Works. a 
- 2. The ſecond Pretence T have heard for 
baniſhing of 'Bodily Adoration is much like 
the firſt. It 1s alledged, That God has no walue 
for it 5 and that if our Hearts are humble and 
right with God, no matter whether we ſignifie is 
by outward Afts of Adoration or 10. ER. 
\- But to this T anſwer, ' | 

I. That God himſelf is the beſt Judge of 
what befirs His Majeſty, and 'tis a fure ſign 
that He valueth a thing when he requires it ; 
ſince therefore he has Cammanded us to ren- 
der him this Bodzly Worſhip ; for us to alledge, 
That He dosh not value it, 1s too like ſetting up 
our own Wiſdom above His, 

' 2. The Words of our Prayers, or Pradfes, 
and all the Euits of our Lips, are outward 
RY | __ things, 
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things, as well as the geſtures of our Bodies, 


and God values them as little as our proſtrating | 


our Bodies before him, when the Heart goes 


not along with them, as appears from 7. x, | 


where he ſhews his 4bborrence, not only of 
Sacrifices, Feaſts and ſpreading forth hands, byt 
likewiſe of Prayers, werſ. 4. | And Mark 7, 6, 
This People honoureth me with their Lips, but 
their Heart is far from me, howbeit in vain 
they Worſhip me, &c. Yet to throw Voual 


Prayers and Praiſes' out of the ſervice of God, | 
were abſolutely to deſtroy His V:/ibls Worſhip | 
and after the ſame manner tp throw out all | 
Outward Signs of Reverence, fuch as Aeel. | 


7ng, &Cc. is a fair Step to it, . For the ſame 


God that has ſworn, That every Tongue ſhall | 
confeſs unto him, has likewiſe ſworn , Thet « | 


very knee ſholl bow unta him, Rows. 14. 11. Both 
therefore are alike required in the YForſhip of 
God, and both alike inſignificant when ſepa: 
rated from the ſincere concurrence. of. our 


Hearts, When the Meditations of our | 
Hearts go along with the words of our Mouths, | 
they are acceptable to Geg ; and when ths | 
ſubmiflion of our Souls goes along with the | 


VVorſhip of our Bodzes, it is grateful to him, 
and valuable in his ſight , as all other Ads af 
Obedience Are. 

3. Tho? Bodily VVorſhip in it felf were a 
imall thing, yet the omiſſion of it may bea 
great 
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preat and Crying Sin,” and a great Contempt 


of Almighty God. Thus eating. the forbidden 
Fruit was in it ſelf a very inconſiderable Ours 
ward Aion, and yet being forbidden, it was 
the Ruine of-all Mazkind. Thus the waſh- 
ing a Man with Water, In the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, iis:in it ſelf no 
great matter, .yet the w:lfull omiſſion of it is ac- . 
knowledged by -0/# to be danmable. Thus 
kneeling, Or. Ffanding at our Prayers, 1s but a 
Circumſtance, yet fince God has required it, 
and Holy Men recommended it by their Bx- 
ample, to omit it. wilfully maybe a great ſin, 
and render our beſt meant Prayers ineffectual. 
Much more muſt it be finful to condemn, or 
mock 'at thoſe who prattiſe it according to 
God's Inſtitution. -: — 

4. As ſmall a value as you think God has 
for Outward performances, yet it 1s plain, 
that you lay great weight upon the doing, or 
not doing of them. In cafesof neceſlity we 
think they may be lawfully omitted 5 but 
you are Taught that iti no caſes they may be 
lawfully practiſed. You are Taught rather 
to ſtay ar Home, and not to YYorſhip God at 
all Publickly, than to conform in Outward 
Geſtures, or Circumſtances. You are advi- 
{ed rather to abſtain all your Lives from the 
Lord's. Supper than receive it Kneeling. Now 
# you think God does hate them ſo much, 


UpPOR 


ta> Of Bodily Worſhip, Chap.Iy: 
upon ſuppoſition that he has not required 
them, and accounts them a polluting of his 
Ordinance ; How mult it diſpleaſe him to 
omit them, if it appears that He has Com. 
mianded them, as I think I have made fuffic: 
ently plain ? | _ | 
| 5. I intreat yori, niy Friends; to conſider; 
That whatever Bodily Worſbip be in it ſelf, . yet | 
to throw it out of Our Publick Aſſemblies is df 
fatal conſequence, ſince it doth in a great mex. 
ſure defeat the deſign of them. .'The great de. | 
ſign of Publick Worſhip is,Firſt, To ſignify, and | 
Teſtify to the World, the Senſe and Belief we | 
have of the Being, Power and Providence of 
God, To detlare his Name to our. Brethren, ani 
in the midſt of the Churth to ſing Praiſe untj | 
him, Heb. 2. 12, And Secondly to be a mean; 
to beget, ſtir up, and preſerve this ſenſe and | 
belief in one another, Heb. 10:25. To both | 
theſe ends, Bodily and External Worſhip do 
very much contribute ; and 'tis hardly poffi- | 
ble to attain either of them without it. Fot | 
we cannot ſee into one anothers Hearts, and 
therefore we muſt ſignifie our ſenſe and be- | 
lief of God in the Publick Aſſemblies \,” eithet | 
by VVords or A#ions, and if poflible, by ſuch 
as are peculiarly appointed by God to this pur: 
poſe. But in your Meetizgs there is no Obli- 
gation on any one to ſignifte his gr” 
With | 


| 


' 
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with the Congregation in any Ordinary AR 
of Worſpip, either by Word or Geſture, and 


therefore this end of Publick Afemblies is ut- 


terly defeated by you. . Your Dire&ory does 
not require , or allow the People ſo much as 
to ſignifie their aſſent by adding an Amento 
the Prayers or Thankſgivings there offered : 
But on the contraty, you ridicule thoſe that 
praRiſe it purſuant to the Directions and Ex- 
amples in Scripture. And as to Geſtures, ſuch 
as knetlmg, ſtanding, or bowing the body, &C. 
you condemn them all as Relics of Ldolatry, 
or Superſtition. "There remains therefore 1n 
your Aſlemblies nothing whereby the Peo- 
ple may teſtifie their Belief, or aflent to what 
they hear , which was one deſign of the 
Meeting. Thus by turning all Bodily VYVorfhip 
out of your Aſſemblies, you have made void 
this great end of them, and left no viſible di- 
ſtinction whereby any one may ſignifie whe- 
ther he aſlents to the YVVorſhip that is offered, 
or diſlents from it. The whole 4fembly be- 
ing-to one another meer SpecFators and Hear- 
ers, not Fomnt-V Vorſhippers. | | 
As to the other end of Publick YVVorſhip, 
which is to keep alive, and ſtir up our Afte- 
Eons ; you cannot but own that the omifli- 
on of this eutward YVorſhip is a great hin- 
drance to it. For it muſt needs be a great 
check to Devotion to ſes a Man come _ 
the 


| 
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the preſence of God in a Chriftian Aﬀembly, . 
wich leſs Reverence , or ſhew of reſpet, « 
than into the preſence of an Ordinary Supe. | 1 
rior; and behave himſelf tels civilly there, | « 
than he would do in a Court of Fuftice. Anj' 
let people pretend whar they will, Thar cay | 
never be fuitable YVorſhip to God , which! 1 

7 

4 


would be rudeneſs to a Fudpe, And there | 
fore the Quakers a& much more reaſonably, | 
who refuſe to take off their Hats, or pay Be. | 
_— CY to Aden , than other Diſſenter, 
who pay it to Men, andrefuſc it to God, For 
to do fo, muſt naturally cend to diſtinguih © 
the awe and ſenſe we ought to have of Hz # 
Majeſty, and the Belief of his peculiar pre. *4 
ſence in our Aſſemblies, and it is much toly| £ 
feared that this proceeds too often from the # 
want of ſuch awe. | 
6. To conclude, There is a Language d | f! 
Geſtures rather more ſignificant and moving © 
than that of the 'Tongue ; and he muſt hare 
a peculiar make of Mind, that is not more | 
awakened and affe&ed by ſeeing a whole Co- fi 
gregation on their Knees, with their Hayds and Y 
Eyes lift up to Heaven; than to ſee them fit. 2 
ting or leaning, whilſt cheir Pecitions are of- | 12 
fering up to God. Words therefore and Ge | 7? 
ſtures bein< only different pates of the Lan: | fl 
guage whereby we expreſs and communicate 
our Thonghrs and Afﬀetions to one another, _— 
SY m_— 


wm, 


— — 


Me a ho At 


a TT > ev On =, i & © = == © 


> 
| 


fi && 7 — ©? 


oy 


| Seft.z. How Prattiſed by Diſſenters. 145 


Both being recommended to us by Nature, and 
Commanded by Scripture, to be uſed in the 
Worſhip of God, he who lays aſide Geſtares, 
does fin againſt the Commandment of God, as 
well as he that lays afide Fords. T hear- 
tily wiſh Tos, and all Diſenrers, wou?d con- 
ſider this : Which if you 41d, I aſſure my ſelf 
you would perceive this to be a Matter of ſome 
7:0ment ; and neither condemn our Bodily Ado« 
rations, NOT continue your own (what I mult call) 
Irreverence. | | 

3. But, Thirdly, Some alledge, for their 
omitting this Part of God's Worſhip , That 
they do not condemn Bodily Adcration in his Ser 
vie 5 but that to Stand up and Kneel in the Con- 
gregation, is ſo troubleſom to them, that they judge 
they are better omitted. | 

To which I Anſwer, That l verily believe 
that theſe Perſons do give the true Reaſon 
of this Practice. For, as it has been ſhewn 
before, ?twas of old the Reaſon of People's 
Negle&ting God's Service, and Matter of 
their Complaint againſt it, That i was 4 
wearineſs, Mal. 1. 13. But {ure, *tis no leſs 
a Sin, to lay afide the Commandments of God, 
for our Eaſe, than to change them for the 
Traditions of Men. *Tis an Effe& of our Na- 
tural Corruption, to deſire to ſerve God with 
that which coſts us nothing, and without 


trouble ; and moſt are willing to fave their 
Pains, 


t46 « Of Bodily Worſbip, Chap. IV, 
Pains, as well as their Money, in his Service, 
But this is a certain ſign that they have little 
Heart and Afﬀe&tion to it: If they had, it 
would not ſeem a trouble to them to ſhew it, 
by all the Outward Demonſtrations that the 
Scriptures recommend to us. A. devout Heart 
bows the Body, bends the Knees, and lifts up 
the Hands in Prayer, without any trouble, 
And they have reaſon to ſuſpe& their owy 
Hearts, that find theſe Demonſtrations of Re- 
verence to their Creator and Redeemer, Uneaſie 


to them. | 
This very Pretence ought to ſhew yo, That 


it is the Negligence and Dead-heartedneſs of | 


People towards Gods Service, that has baniſhed 
theſe Bodily Adorations out of it. We think 
it no Diſadvantage to our Church, that we 
are forc'd to acknowledge, That your Way 
of Worſhip is much Eafier than ours, to ſuch as 
are preſent at it ; it being munch leſs trouble 
to a Man that has no Value for Religion, to 
come into ah Afﬀembly, and there /ir dow, 
and lap his Cl:ak about him, without being 
obliged to any Word or Geſture that may di- 
ſturb his Step, or Forldly Thoughts, than to 
be underan Obligaticy every moment to ſignitie 
Fis Attention by ſomeMerd or Geſture,under the 
Penalty of being remarked by the 2»hole Con- 
gregation for his Negligence and Irreverence 


which is the caſe in our Aſſemblies ; and, 'cis 
| ro 


to be feared, is the Reaſon that ſome leave us; 
and go where they may be at Eaſe and Neg- 
ligent more ſecurely. = 

4. I confeſs, in the Fourth place, There 
are ſome that excuſe themſelves more hand- 
fomly, for not Kneeling at their Prayers, ec. 
Say they, We want Convenienty, we have mo room 
to Kneel. | CE. Wo 
. To theſe we Anſwer, That where ſuch 4 
thing is omitted out of Neceſſity, not Negh- 
gence Or Contempt, We believe God will not 
m—_ it to them, neither do we accuſe them 

r it. | 
But then we cannot but obſerve, that this 
is riot the general Reaſon of Omittihg this 
Part of God's Worſhip among you. For, 


_ r. Firſt, Tt is not your Cuſtom to Kneel 
in your Publick Worſhip, though you have 
Conveniency, as is manifeit from the 
Practice in all your Meetings ; in which 
| could never learn that any one Kneeled : 

- the contrary, ,you condemn Us who 
0. / 


. 2. When you waht Ceonveriency for 
Kneeling, you might Srand at your Prayers 3 
which is a Scriptere poſtere, as well as Kneel- 
mg. You might bow your Bodies when you 
cane into God's Preſence ; you might con- 
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Of Bodily Worſhip, 


tinue Uncovered whilſt in it : But = omit 


148 Chap. IV, 


all theſe, as well as Kneeling , and thereby 
plainly ſhew, that your Negle& in this Point, 
15 an Effect of Choice, not Neceſſity. 


3. If Kneeling at Publick Prayers be a Duty, 
we are obliged to provide Conveniency for it ; 
for it is certainly a Sin, to ſuffer any Part of 
God's Service to be omitted, for want of Care, 
It is as eafie to provide Conveniency for 
Kneeling, as for Sitting, in Publick Aſſemblies : 
And if we conſider how Careful moſt People 
are to provide Seats for their Eaſe, and how 
Negligent to make any Proviſion for Keel. 
271g ; "Tis but too maniteſt a Sign (whatever 
1s pretended) that they are much more 
zealous for their Eaſe, than for the Service 
of God. 


But what Conveniency is it that Men de- 
fire? It 1s eaſe for them to have as much 


Conveniency as St. Paul and his Congregs- | 


tion had, when they Aneeled on the Shore, 
A&#. 20. It they had the Devotion of Saint 


Paul, they would not fail to imitate his Ex- 
ample : Be ye followers (faith he) of me. as | 
* amof Chriſt. St. Paul followed the Example 
of Chriſt in;this Particular; and ſurely we 
ought to follow his, except we think our ſelves 
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grown Wiſer than he was, or preferr our 
Eaſe to our Duty. 


But the Truth of the Matter, as it ſeems 
tome, is, That your Neglecting to Kneel at 
the moſt ſolemn of all Chriſtian Ordinances, the 
Lord's Supper, does harden you againſt Re- 
verence in the other Parts of Divine Worſhip. 
And it is no wonder it ſhowd do ſo ; for 
if Reverence be not thought Neceſlary in 
that Duty, it may well ſeem Unneceflary 
in any other. 


( 150 ) 
CHAP Y; 
Of the Lords-Supper. 


2E£ CT. I. 


Phat the Holy Scriptures preſcribe congern- 
ing the Frequency of Celebrating it. 


I. HE Fifth Main and Subſtantial Part 

of the ordin: ary Worſhip of God, in the 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, 1s, the Celcbration of the 
Lerd's-Supper. Ir is not to bs expected that 


I ſhould' treat concerning the Prepatation | 


requiſite in the Receivers,. or any of thok 
other Circumſtances which are generally 
agreed on as necellary in this Matter, and 
concerning which fo many excellent Trea- 
tiſes are extant, TI ſhall confine my {elf to 
one Point, and that is the Frequency of it, as 
a Publick 4G of Worſhip ; end'Examine, Firſt, 
What the Inſt itution - Practice-of the Church 
of God, in | Scripture, teach us, as to this Par- 
ricular. ' Secondly, Compare our Pradtie 
therewith. And, Thirdly, The Pradice of 
thoſe who differ from as. 

As to the Frequency of Celebrating the Lord's 
Supper, I find many People of Opinion, _ 


| Set. 1, Of the Lord"s-Supper, &c. 15x 
the Scriptures have determined nothing in it ; 
and thac therefore it is intirely left to the 
Diſcretion of the Mznifers, how often they 
will Celebrate it, and to the People's, how 
often they will receive it : And that on this 
Account, every one 1s left to judge for him- 
ſelf, when he will be a Partaker of it, as he 
thinks it moſt for his Comfort and Edrfication 
which makes the Celebration and Recerving it 
ſo Arbitrary a thing, that many never recerve 
it at all, And the Univerſal Negle& of it 
is become one of the Crying Sins of theſe King- 
doms, and a great Objection againſt the Re- 
formation. o 

' But if we conſider the Þffitution of this 
Sacrament, it will help us to paſs a right Judg- 
MEnt, as to the Obligation of the Frequency that 
lies on us. 1 ſhall endeavour to make this 
plain in the following Particulars, 


1. Our Saviour, when he had bleſſed, broken, 
and delivered the Bread to his Dz/ciples, Com- 
manded them to Take, Eat, and Do This, 
that they ſaw Him dp, i» Remembrance of 
bim : And when He had Bleſſed the Cup, and 
given. it to them, he Commanded them to 
Drink all of it ; and as often as they Drink it, ts 
do it in Remembrance of him, 1 Cor. 11. 26. 
Now I conceive the moſt Natural Interpre- 
tation of theſe Words of our Sqviour, Do 
_ L 4. This 


$ 
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This in Remembrance of Me, and This do Ye as 
often as you drink it, in Remembrance of Me, to 
be, as if he had ſaid, © We have now Ce- 
* lebrated together the Fexih Paſſover in 
*© Remembrance of our Fore-tathers delive. 
* rance out of Egypr. But I am about to 
*© purchaſe for you by my Death a much 
** more glorious deliverance-from the ſlavery 
** of Si, and the power of Hell. And 1 
& order you for the juture to do this (which 
*© you ſee-done by Me) in Remembrance of 
& Me, as what you have hitherto done, 
f* has heen in Remembrance of your Deli- 
* verance out of Egypr. From this In#itut 
on it appears, -T- 

1, That the Lord's-Supper is ſubſtituted in 
the place of the Paſſover, which was Com- 
manded by the Lax to be Celebrated once 
in the Year ; and that in a place appointed 
by God, where all Trae were to aflemble tor 
it. | 

'. 2. That Our Saviour has confin'd us tono 
Place, or prefixt time for the ' Celebration of 
his Supper that fucceeds it; which 'makes it 
much moreealy for us to obſerve it, and ren- 
ders us much more inexcuſable if we neglect 
' 3. Since Opr Saviour has taken off the 
Confinement to Time and Place, that made 
the Paſſover lach a Burthen. It follows wa 
= Ps 14 they 


% 


Sea. 1. How Warranted by Scripture. 153 


they who Celebrate it ſeldomer than the Fews 
did their Paſſover, muſt needs have leſs regard 
to the memory of Chriſt's Death, and the 
deliverance wrought by it, than the Fews 
had to their Deliverance out of FEyypr : 
There being no other imaginable reaſon that 
can tempt them to neglect purefying them- 
ſelves for this ſolemnity of YYVorſhip, and fre- 
quenting it, but the deadneſs of their Hearts 
towards Chriſt, and the want of Sexſe , 
Gratitude and Love towards their Maſter, 

4. Chriſt's poſitive Command to Do this 
in Remembrance of Him, 6c. muſt oblige us 
in ſome Times, and in ſome Circumſtances : 
And there can be no better way of determi- 
ning when we are obliged to-do it, than by 
obſerving when God in his goodneſs gives us 
Opportunity, for either we are then obliged 
to do it, or elſe we may chooſe whether we 
will ever do it or no; there being no better 
means of determining the frequency, than 
this of God's giving us the opportunity. And 
the fame Rule holding in all other general, 
poſitive Commands, fach as in thoſe that 
oblige us to Charity, we may be {ure it holds 
likewiſe in this. Therefore whoever flights, 
or negleats any Opportunity of Receiving, 
which God affords him, does fin as certainly 
as he who being enabled by God to pertorm an 
Ad of Charity, and invited by a fie Ob- 

OO I A AEY ec, 


ig4h Of the Lord's-Supper, Chap. Y, 


jet, neglects to Relieve him, or ſhuts up 
his Bowels of Compaſlion againſt him ; con. 
cerning whom the Scripture aflures us, That 
the Lowe of God dwells nat in bim: And the 
Argument is rather ſtronger againſt him who 
3 94p this Holy Sacrament; far how can 
it be ſuppoſed that Man has a true loye 
for his Saviour, or a due ſenſe of his /uffe- 
rings Who refuſes, or neglects to remember 
the greateſt of all Benefits, in the eaſieſt man- 
ner, tho* Commanded to do it by his Redeem 


er, and invited by a fair opportunity of God's 


own offering. 
5. It is manifeſt that if it be not our or 
Faults, we may have an Opportunity every 
Lord's Day when we meet together ; Ax 
therefore that Church is guilty af laying a- 
ſide this Command, whole Order of Worſhip 
doth not require and provide for this Pra- 
Rice. Chriſt's Ce»mand leems to lead us 
directly to it : Far, Do this in remembrance of 
Ae, implies that Chriſt was to leave them 
that they were to meet together after he was 
gone ; and that he required them to remem- 
ber him at their Meetings whilſt he was ab- 
ſent. The very Deſign of our Publick Meet- 
ings on the Lord's: Day, and not on the Few- 
z/þ Sabbath, is to remember, and keep up in 
our Minds a ſenſe of what Chriſt did and 1uf- 
tered for us, till He cone again.z and this we 
| are 
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are obliged to do, not in fuch a manner as 
our own Inventionluggeſts, but by ſuch means 
as Chrift himſelf has preſcribed to us; that is, 
by celebrating this Holy Sacrament. 
| Itfeems then probafle from the very ſts. 
tation of this Sacrament, that our Seviour de- 
figned it fhould be a part of God's Service, 
in all the /olemn Aſſemblies of Chriſtians, as 
the Paſſover was in the Yearly Afſemblies of 
the Fews. To know therefore | how ofter; 
Chriſt requires us to celebrate this Feaſt, we 
have no more to do, but to enquire how of- 
tey Chriſt requires us to Meet together ; that 
is, at leaſt every Lord"s-Day. | 

1. And the ſame is farther manifeſt, in 
the ſecond place, from the Examples of the 
Apoſtles, and of the Churches of 'God in the 
New Teftament. They cannot be ſuppoſed 
but to have wrderffood what Chriſt meant by 
theſe Words, Do this m remembrance of Me :; 
and if it appears that they did make this 
Feaft a conſtant part of their Ordinary Worſhip, 
we may fately conclude, That Chrif meant 
* ſhould be ſo. And here tis obſervable, 
That we do mot find any ſolemn ffated Meetmg of 
Chriſtians for Worſhip in the whole New Teſta- 
ment 21ithout 4t. | 
' Ar firft the Diſciples had their Meetings 
every Day, and then they likewiſe daily re- 
ceived this Sacrament, AFs 2. 46, And they 
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continued daily wth one Accord in the Temple, 
and in breaking Bread from Houſe to Houſe 
And St. Paul ſuppoſes that their Meeting to. 
gether was on purpoſe, and with expreſs 
Deſign to Celebrate this Feaſt, 1 Cor. x0. 20, 
When ye come together therefore into one .place, 
this is not to! eat the Lord®s Supper; Which in- 
timates, That one main Deſign of their co- 
ming together, was and ought to have been, 
to eat the Lord's Supper; tho' by their mil- 
behaviour they ſo corrupted the Ordinance, 
that it could not be called His Supper. 

If one ſhould now reprove Chriſtians, 
whom they obſerve to miſ-behave themſelves 
in Church, in theſe Words : When you come to- 
gether into. one place, 'this is:not to hear the Word 
of God Preached to you ; for one is Talking, and 
another is Sleeping : Wou'd not every Body 
conclude, That in the Opinion of the: Repre- 
wer, the Hearing the Word of God Preached, 
ought to be one End of their coming toge- 
ther 2 And then ſurely the Apoſtles ſaying 
that 2yhen you come together into one place, this 
2s not to eat. the pI SUPPEry CCC. g1Ves us 
ground to conclude, that in his Opinion, 
Eating. the Lords Supper ought to be one con- 


ſtant End of our coming together. Which 


is further manifeſt from the Advice he gives 
them , Verl. 33. Wherefore, my Brethren, 
when ye come together toeat, tarry one for another. 


One 
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One End therefore of their coming together, 
was, as Children come together in a Fami- 
ly at Meal-time, that is, to be fed at their 
Father's'Table : For what the Apoſtle called 
in the former Verſe, coming together into 
one place ; in this Verſe he calls, coming toge- 
ther to eat 3 intimating, that a main end of 
their coming together into one place, was to 
eat. 

3. When the Meeting of Chriſtians came 
to be fixed to the Firſ# Day of the Week, or 
the Lord's Day, the Breaking of Bread was 
likewiſe brought to the ſame Day : So A4&#s 
20. 7. Andupon the firſt Day of the Week, when 
the Diſciples came tegether to break Bread, Paul 
preached unto them. From which words we 
may conclude two things : Firſt, "That the 
Firit Day of the Week was the Diſciples 
time of Publick Worſhip. Secondly, That 
| the Breaking of Bread, or celetrating the 
Holy Euchariſt, was a part of that Worſhip. 
The Scripture is as plain for the one as the o- 
ther, There have been ſome Diſputes raiſed 
about Changing the Day of Worſhip from 
the Laſt to the Firſt Day of the Week, and 
this place i; uſually produced to juſtifie the 
Change ; and ſure the ſame place is as clear 
for the Celebration of the Lord's Supper on 
that Day, as for the Obſervation of the Day it 
{elf, inſtead of the Sabbath. And therefore 

whoever 
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whoever wilfully paſſes the Lord's +Day with- 
out it, doth not obſerve it as the Scriptures, 
_ the Practice of the Diſciples, diredt us 
to s 
4. I have endeavourcd all along to confine 
my ſelf to the plain words of Scripture, and 
to uſe ſuch Arguments only, as the meaneſt 
perſons might be able to judge of from their 
Bibles : Yetin a Controverted place of Sorip- 
fare, concerning the meaning of a®Com- 
mand of Chriſt, relating to ſome poſitive Du» 
ty, I take the conſtant practice of the Church 
from the Apoſtles downward, to be a good 
means of determining the ſence of it : and as 
there is not any Example of a ſtated Afſem- 
bly for Worſhip in the New Teſtament with- 
out the Lord's-Supper, 1o I think there is not 
any Example ot that Nature in all Amtiquey. 
For the truth of which I appeal to thoſe that 
are skilld in it. The nearer we come to the 
Apoſtles, we ſhall ſtill find che Lord's-Szpper 
the more puncually obſerved, as a conſtant 
part of the Ordinary Service of the Church: 
And *tis remarkable , that whem. firſt ſome 
who had been preſent at the Prayers an 
Preaching of the Ghurch began to go away 
from the Publick Aſſemblies without Receiving 
(which was a corruption that came in about 
oo years after Chriſt) it was looked on as 
@ great an Innovation and breach of the 
Serip- 
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Scripture-Rule, that the Church decreed who- 
ſoever was guilty of it ſhould be Excommu- 
nicated. So, particularly the Ninth of thoſe 
commonly called the Canons of the Apoſtles, 
and the ſecond Cary of the Council of Antioch, 
Thus the Practice of the Church continued 
' for many Ages. And tho" the generality of 
Men could not be perſuaded conftantly to 
partake of the Lord's-Swpper, after the Diſci- 
pline of the Church was diffolved, and the 
piety of Men began to cool, yet til ic was 
Celebrated on the Zord's-day, according to 
the firſt ſettled Pradice of the Church. 

5. And indeed the corrupt practice of the 
folitary Maſſes of the Papifs 1s a further evi-. 
dence of its being counted Originally a part of 
the ordinary Worſhip of God. I think it is con- 
feſſed by all, even by the Papiſts themſelves, 
that thoſe Maſſes had their Original from the 
univerſal corruption and negligence of Chri- 
{tians ; for whilſt the People had either Pie- 
on Zeal, they communicated with the Bi- 

p, or Miniſters, in every Aſſembly, at 
leaſt a competent number of them : But 
when Piety and Devotion were in a manner 
loft ih the corrupt Ages of the Church, it 
came to paſs, that tho' the Miniſter Conſe- 
crated the Elements every Lord's-day, accor- 
ding to the Example of the Holy Scriptures, 
and Antiquity, yet he could preyail with few 

or 
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or none to receive with him, but was often 


forced to receive alone. 'This was a great 
Gorruprion and a falling from the Scripture: 


recedent ; but the Roman Church inſtead of 


eforming the abuſe, by obliging the people 
to receive as formerly , corrupted her Prin- 
ciples, as well as Practice, and decreed it 
lawful and ſufficient for the PrieFft to receive 
alone. Yet this abuſe ſhews us what ſhould 
be, and what has been the pra&ice ; and that 
the Church has conſtantly reckoned the Lords 
Supper, as an Ordinary part of Publick Wor- 
ſhip in Chriftian Aſſemblies on folemn days ; 
and ſure then to lay it aſide can be termed no 
lefs than an Iwerntion of our own, ſince we 
can neither in Scripture, or in the Church of 
Ged for 1400 years together, (which is a ſut- 
ficient commentary on the Scripture Text) 
produce one Example of a ſtated ſolemn 
Chriſtian Aſſembly without it. 
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| The Prattice of Our Church as to free 


quent Communions. 


LF-JAving thus eonfider'd the Rules ahd 
Examples that the Scriptures afford ps 
inthis point, let us in the ſecond place com- 
pare the Rules and Prattices of Our Church 
with this Pattern. I will not pretend that 
= come fully up to it, this being the moſt 
defetive part of the Reformation 3 but I doubt 
not, on view, it will appear, that Our Church 
comes nearer the Scripture precedent, than 
perhaps any other. LE 
' *Twas the deſign of the Reformation tO 
throw out the corruptions of the Church of 
Rome, and to bring things back to what was 
practiſed in the Apoſtles time, and in the purer 
Apes of the Church. And as to the preſent 
point before us, Our Reformers found two Gor- 
ruptions crept in by time : The'firſt- was, 
That the Prieſt received the Lord*s-Supper 
alone, without the people, which deſtroyed 
the Nature of this Holy Sacrament, asa Com-+ 
munion ; The ſecond was, "That the ' Peoplg 
thought chey had ſufficiently obſerved the 
| M Lard'4- 
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Lords-day if they ſaw Maſs, without under- 
ſtanding it, or receiving. Our Church there- 
fore to Reform the firlt of theſe, Ordains, 
That there ſhall be no Communion except 4 
(or 2g at the leaſt) Communicate with the 
Prieft. So where 3 are willing to Rectiye, 
the Miniſters may proceed to the Holy Com- 
munion every Lord*s*day. For our Saviour has 
promiſed that Where 790 or three are mett« 
gether he will be inthe midſt of them. | 

Three therefore make a Congregation, and 
have a Tifle to the Ordinances oiChre# ; and 
there is no reaſon that the Oftinacy 'or Neg. 
ligence of others ſhould hinder fuch as ate 
willing from Worſhipping God, according to 
his In/t1tution, and 'thetetore Our'Church has 
takeneare to provide for them, -by-Ordering 
that ſome part of the Communtion+Servicebe 
realtevery Lord*s-day ; 'both with deſign to 
' put all People in mind of their Duty, and 
to accommodate 'fuch as cam be prevaird on 
herein to live up to the:Rates of \Screpture, and 
the practice of the Primitive Chureh. 

2. ?Tis Ordered, That in Cathedral and 
Collegiate Chnrches and'Co/leges, where there 
are many Prieſts and: Deacons, they thall all 
_ the Commimion 'every Sunday at the 
caſt. | 
2. That every Pariſhioner Thall 'Communt 
cate at leaſt three times in the year, whereot 

Eaſier 
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' Eafter tobe one; andiurely ſuch as cannot fic 


themſelves ſo often, muſt, ih their own 
Opinion, be out of a ftate of Grace, and 
feſerve to be Excommunicated by the 
Church. - | 

. 4. Laſtly, As to qQur Practice, we have 
prevailed 4 far, that Univerſally the Lord's» 
Supper is Celebrated Thrice every year; and 
where either our Per{wafions, Arguments, 
or Entreaties can prevail with our People, 
we have Monthly Communions; and in 
Cities and large Towns; by the changing the 
Monthly Days itz ſeveral Churches, People 
that are devoutly diſpoſed, have Opportuni- 
ties of Receiving Weekly : Arid we have 
reaſon to bleſs God that our Church wants 
_—_ , and I hope I may ſay many 
Jucl 
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time for its Obſervation ; the Holy Sicrament 
M 2 15 


164 Of the Lord's-Sapper, &C. Chap. V, 


- an Ordinary part of our publick Service of 
od. 

And I verily perſwade my ſelf, That by 
God's Aſſiſtance we ſhould have brought our 
People before now to the Scripture-Order of 
conſtant Weekly Communicating, had not 
che Ill Example and Obſtinacy of thoſe that 
{ſeparate from our Church, Encouraged them 
in their Negligence, and weakened our 
Diſcipline : For our Church orders Non: Com- 
municants to be preſented and puniſhed ; and 
our Miniſters do not generally flatter the Peo. 
ple in their ſin, or diſſemble their Duty in 
this point; but frequently and earneſtly, by 
Sermons, Admonitions, and Treatiſes purpoſely 
publiſhed co this intent, preſs them to it ; ani 
therefore we are blameleſs before God and 
Man. Nor is it our Fault that the practice 
of our -People is not Reformed, according 
to the Pattern of the Apoſfolick Church, and 
the Rules of owr Own : So that we cannotbe 
accuſed of laying aſide the Commandments of 
God, or of teaching any Doctrine of our own 
Invention, in this particular ; tho we are yet 
too far ſhort of the Primitive Practice and 
Inſt itution. 
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SEC I. 3. 


The Prafice of the Diſſenters about Fre- 
quency of Communicating. 


1] Come now (according to my former 

. Method) to Nu, my Friends, who 
Diſſent from us, and intreat You to Examine, 
with Me, your Principles and Practice, by 
theſe Scripture-Rules and Examples : And 


here firſt I muſt obſerve to you, That you. 


have no fixt or ſet 7:mes for the Adminiſtra- 
tion of this Sacrament 5 on the contrary, 
your Dire&ory orders, That the times how often 
this is to be Celebrated may be conſidered and des 
termined by the Miniſters and other Church-Gover- 
nours of each Congregation, as they ſhall find moſt 
cormvenient for the Comfort and Edification of the 
People committed to their charge : By which 
Rule, the Lord's-Supper is Excluded from be- 
ing any ordinary conſtant part of Gods 
Service, it being referred to'the Diſcretion of 
the Miniſters and Elders of each Congregation 
to determine, as in other occaſional things, 
how often the People ſhall have the comtort 
of it. It had been as reaſonable to reterr it 
to their Diſcretion how often the People 
!howd have the comfort of Hearing the 

M 3 Scriptures 
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Scriptures read, of joyning in the Praiſes of 
God, Or in Prayers to Him 3 which yet they 
determine they are obliged to every Lord*s-Day. 
Had they. made the ſame Rule tor, the Holy 


Communion, they had, indeed, conformed: 


£0 the Icriptare-Precedent, and might have 
pretended to ſome Reformation : But to 
ſeave the Celebration of this Feaſt altoge- 
ther Diſcretiohary, 1 have ſhewed to be 
diretly againſt what we find- praftiſcd in 
qcripture. | 
* Nt. Whereas it is a Corruption of Popery, 
£0 fuffer the People to be preferit at the Pub- 
lick Afſemblies for Worſhip and Celebration 

of the Lords-Supper,without being obliged to 
Receive ; your Teachers, inftead of endea- 
youring to Reform this Abuſe and Inmowation, 
have fallen into another Practice as unprece- 
dented in Scripture, the Excluding this Sa- 
crament intirely from your Ordinary ſolemn 
Metings. ' And truly, in this Point, you 
ſeem more inexcuſable than the Pap:ffs them- 
ſelyes ; for the Papifts order the Elementsto 
be Conſecrated every Lord's-Day, and di 
ſtributed to thoſe that deſire it : But yow 
Teachers neither Offet it to the People, nor In- 
vite them to it; nay, fo far are they fromit, 
that they do not fo much as afford an Oppor- 
?unity to thoſe that deſire to be conſtant Re- 
ceiyers ; Which is plainly to multiply the 
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Abuſes introduced by Pepery, inſtead of Re- 

TIE. They rarely preſs their People to Com- 
municate : They have few Sermons Or Diſcourſes 
tothat purpoſe ; and mzayy of them condemn 
aur Zeal, for endeavouring to reſtore the 
conſtant Communion precedented in Scrip- 
ture. 

I muſt further make you ſenſible, that your 
Practice is yet worſe than your Principles, 
Your Dire&ory owns, that the Communion, or 
Supper of the Lord, is frequently to be Celebra- 
ted, &c. But it fares with this, as wich all 
ether indefinite Rules ; . they fignifie only, 
that People may do what they pleaſe in the 
cale. No body can certainly tell what fre- 
quently, many, often, or cowuenieut, ſignitie ; 
and therefore, where only theſe Wards 
are uſed in a Rule, it is hetle better, than 
to have no Rule at all, as appears in this 
very Caſe : For, when People were relaxed 
from the particular and certain Rules of 
our Church, by the firſt breaking off of 
thoſe of your Perſwaſion from ys, the Lord"s- 
Snapper was laid  afide wholly, for ſeveral 
Years, by ſome Congregations; and at laſt 
too many cameto look on it as a Matter of 
no conſtant Neceflity. I appeal to You, whe- 
ther it is not yet reckoned a great thing 
among many of you, it once in a Year or 

| F4 rwo 


Your Meetings: nay, among ſome of you, 
ic i3 often omitted for ſeveral Years toge- 
ther; and in ſome Places, for tenor more: 
I fear I may ſay, Your People generally have 
#00 little Senſe of the Obligation of Receiving it 
at all ; and jowr Miniſters indulge them /o fay 
an this Corruption, that a Man may live com 
fortably amongſt you, and with the Repmration of 
z. Profeſſor, to Thirty or Forty Years of Ape, 
and never Receive art all: And by the beft 
Enquiry I cou'd make, I cou'd not compute 
that One in Tex that go to your Meetings ever 
Receive, tbrough the whole courſe of their Lives, 
notwithſtanding Chriſt's poſitive Command 
to do it in remembrance of Him, $0 utihappily 
are Men over-ſeen in laying aſide the Com- 


wands of God, for their Own Iwoentions. 1 


ſhould be glad to find that I were miſtaken in 
this Computation : In the mean time, you muſt 
give me leave to tell you plainly, That this 
Prattice of Rare or No Communion, is [0 Pecu- 
 hrarly your ow#,, that I think you are altogether 
{engular in it ;5 and are ſo far from having any 
recedent for it in Scripture, that I doubt 
whether any Precedent can be found for you, 
eveti amongſt the moſt degenerated or Bar- 
bav0us People that ever called themſelves Chri- 
f1ans, | 


And 
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two 4 Cotniunion be celebrated in one of 


8th. 3. How Prattiſed by Diſſenters. 16g 

And therefore, if you have either any 
true Regard for Scripture, or Reverence for 
the Conſtant and Univerſal Practice of the 
Church of God, You ought to refle& upon your 
Practice herein ; and conſider how Tou can 
anſwer it to Goi, or your Conſciencel, - 

I will _ poo os Reaſons, 'common- 
ly given for your Omiflions in this weighty 
Air, ſince it i$ manifeſt no Reaſon of Mans 


Jwvention ought to be admitted-for dire@&D5ſ-- 


vbeience to Chriſis Command. ' If you are Chri- 


ftians in earneſt,» you ought, as often as you' 


have Opportanity, to remember the great Love 
of Our Lord and Maſter, as he has Comman- 
ded ;; And your Miniſters ought to take care: 
to: afford you frequently ſuch Opportunities. If 
10s: or they negle& this, I da not ſee how you 
can with Reaſon inſiſt ſo much on the Purity 
and Obſervation of Chriſt's Inſtitution, 
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| Have gone: through: the: Five: Principal 

Parts of the Publick Horfhip of God 3' and 
CIihope Þ» in: all: of them! have made 
what T. firſt . undertook ;. and. ſhewed, that 
there needs no more tojuſtifie the Publick Ser. 
vice Of Qur Church, than to compare it with 
the Rules andi Examples of Scripture. I havg 
only 2 few) Wards to add, by way-of. Car 
oluſron, firſt to my Brethren of the Clergy, 
and- then to: the- Lzity. who. are: under my 
Charge. | is 


To the Conforwing CLERGY 
of DERRY. 


T. ND Firſt, as to you, My Brethren, 
: that are of Our Communion, and own 
My Authority, let Me, as a Brother, and a 
Fellow-Labourer, Exhort you to be Thank- 
ful to God, that has Entruſted you with 
{uch an Excellent Miniſtry and Service ; 
which being built on ſo ſure a Founda- 


tion | 
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tion as the Word of God, © cafi never be 
ſhakefi; 'or put” you to affy 7 preat- Diffi- 
culry to defend i, fince -you - need no/ 
more than the plain Words of your Bibles, 
without Gloſs, "or Commentators, to alſert and 
juſtifg le, oO i 19-4 
_ 2. Let me recommend to you Revereniee; 
Devotion and:Diligence, in the Ule: of this 
Service. T have already obſeryed; Thar-there 
is a Langnage of Geff»res rather more ſignifi 
cant arte aff ing than that of Words.' Ie 
becomes us therefore, not only-to-Lbve ard 
Uſe our Service, but likewiſe © recommerid 
it to the People, by a diftin&t and affeatioi 
fate manner of Pronouncing'and Reading 
it, and by '1.4vout and grave Behaviou? 
atit, "This can never be preſſed 'too much 
oft you; ot on others by you's ſince *tis ab» 
flutely neceſlary to gre Life atid Effcucy tg 
it ; as the cotitrary will expoſe the beſt and 
moſt ſacred thing to comempt, and -bring' a 
greater Diſparagement on our Service, 'than 
all Our Adverfarezs Endeavours can ever do, 
Though' Our Service be Appointed by Ged 
and Warranted by Scriptwre 5 yet even God; 
Appointments are Abominations to him, when 
feparated from the heart, and are only ac- 
Ceptable to him, as they contribute to: þ1- 
ward Devotion, Let me therefore intreat 
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192 Concluſion, I 
you to labour fo to perform the Service of Our 


Church, that it may attain the End for which 
God has deſign'd His Worſhip. 


. 3. Since the Service of Our Church is ſuch 
as God has required in his Ford, let nothing 
diſcourage us in the Uſe of it: Let us re. 
member that we perform. it -in Obedience 
to God ; And though ſome: Hate, ſome Re- 
vile, .and ſome Deſpile it, yet that the Au- 
thour of it-is-able to Vindicate it. This is 
no New Thing, *Ti the Entertainment the 
World has. generally given God's Service, and 
his- 77z«ths: And therefore neither Obſt. 
nacy, Perverſeneſs, or Negligence of the 
People, whom you are-to Perſwade, ought 
to Diſcourage you. Be Diligent, be Conſlant, 
be Reſolute, and be aſſured; that God will 
always give you Succels, ſo-far as is neceſ- 
fary to ſupport his 77#tb. All Means are 
therefore to be attenipted ;. and when one 
faileth, another is to be applied : And the 
more averſe People ſeem to the Way of 
Worſhip preſcribed by God, and the more 
eager they are for any Corruption, the more 
Induſtry is to- be uſed to bring them off 
from it ; and when all other. Means fail, 
earneſt Prayers and Interceſſons with God ſtill 
remain : We are never to Deſpair, whiPſt 
we have God's Truth on our ide, —_ 
| WIOoIte 
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whole - Provinces ſhould - fall off from the 
Church ; As all chey in Aſia did from Saint 


Paul, 2 7m. 1. 15. Though few or none 


ſhould believe our Report, as it happened to 
Our Saviour Himſelf ;5 yet God will have a 
Reward for the Faithful Endeavours of his 
Miniſters : And therefore we .muſt not de- 
fiſt; though People ſeem Obſtinate ; but as 
ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, by Exhortation and 
Writing, by all M=ans of Importunity and 
Induſtry, we muſt preſs them to their Duty, 
and endeavour to bring them back to the 
Puricy of God's Worſhip, as he has inſtituted 
4t, | 


4. Let me put you in mind, That the 
'Metives you have (to do your Duty, are 
the moſt Noble and Generous that can be : 
And you have this Advantage, that you can- 
not be iuppoſed to be zealons in your Of- 
fice, out of any private Intereſt, or proſpe& 
of particular Profit. Your Maintenance and 
Preferments are aſcertained to you by Law, 
and do not depend on the Voluntary Con- 
tribution of the People.” And as you are 
under no Temptation to pleaſe them, by 
complying with their Vices or Humours ; 
fo neither can you be ſuſpe&ed to be Dili- 


gent and Induſtrious in your Office, out of 


any ſuch mean Conſiderations, Since _ 
ore 
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fore what Pains you take, may. well be ſup- 


poſed to proceed only from Senſe of Duty, 
and. the Love of God, let me intreat you 
to labour in it, Ic is certain, That neither 
Popularity, FaRion, nor Worldly Intereſff, 
£an influence you to this, 1o as they may 
lome, that::have no other way to attain to 
Honour, ar Support, but by making or 
raining a Party, But Ged forbid that true 
Piety and Zeal for Souls, ſhould work leſs 
efkeRually upon you, than thoſe carnal and 
ſxrvile Adotoves do on others. | 
. Let metherefore earneſtly encourage and 
Intreat you to do it more and more, and 
that you will endeavour to become all things 
T0 all Men; .and decline none of thoſe Arts 
Which are allowable, when applied, to gain 
the People to 7rwb and Holmeſs ; but very 
wicked, when employed.to divide and-educe 
them, | | 

| $- Let me put you in mind, That you 
are Admiſters of the Goſpel, ahd not of 4 
Party : And therefore it concerns yo 
to mind .the common Intereſt of Holineſs 
and Religion, more than theſe Differences 
that are often of little Concern in them- 
Elves, and are inſiſted on only as the Oc- 
caſions and Badges of thoſe People, who 
being refolyed to ſeparate them _, are 
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To the Conforming Clergy. 175 
obliged to take up little Differences for a Di- 
ſtinction. The lels you Ile. with theſe 
Diſputes, -it & commonly the better £ And 
indeed -it. is: not Proceat to mgntion them, 
till Mens Minds be fitted and prepared by. a 
trus Senſe of the great Duties of Religzow: : 
And then the beſt way, perhaps, will be, to 
ſhew of what little weight they are, to cauſe 
or juſtifie Diviſions or Quarrels amongſt 


fi 


Chriſtians. : 


I. am well aware that it may be obs 
jeced to us, That whilſt we preſs the 
oreat Duties of the Firſt and Second Table, 
and ſpend our Pains and Diligence in De- 
fending our Common Chriſtiavity againſt Pa- 
piſts, Socinians, Deiſts and Atheiſts, thoſe that 
are our Adverſaries in theſe leſſer Points, 
have made their Advantage of Our being 
employed againſt the Common Enemy, to 
undermine*us with the People ; nay, that 
ſome of them have even joyned with thoſe 


Enemies to pull down Our Conſtitution. But 


= I perſwade my ſelf, that we are in leſs 
azard from them, whilſt we do our Duty, 
and apply our ſelves to the great and 
common Obligations of - Our Holy Reli- 
10%, than if we ſhould leave 7h:s expo- 
d to the Aſlaults of Our common Ene- 
mes, 


——— 
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es, to guard our ſelves from the Ae. 
tempts of fach back Friends. We ' muſt 
therefore have an Eye to them 1 but the 
other, the Great and Common Truths and 
Dutics of the Goſpe!, mult þe our main 


|Buſinefs, 


1 might add many more Remarks proper 
to my preſent Subjet, but T know your 
own Prudence and Obſervation are ſufficient to 
tuggeſt them to you ; I ſhall only add my 
Prayers for you, that God will encreaſe your 
Wiſdom and Zeal, and effecually turn them 
$0 his own Glory. png __ 


To 
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'To the Diſſenting Miniſters of Derry. 


Ut as to ou; My Brethren, That diſowit 
my Communion and Authority, I have 
reaſon to fear that what I ſhall offer to you, 
may receive ſome prejudices from my Station 
and CharaFer, with which you ſeem offend- 
&d :' Yet reaſon is reaſon from whomſoever it. 
proceeds ; and I only defire that you would. 
weigh ſeriouſly what I have here offered, in 
defence of the Service of Our Church ; and. 
if the Arpuments do not convince You, yet 
let me pray Touto refleft thus far on the mat- 
ter, asto remember that all Mens minds are 
not of the ſame make ; and that it becomes 
You, and all good Men, at leaſt to treat Our 
Service with reſpe& ; ſince we believe, ahd 
think we have proved, That it is clearly 
founded on rhe Word of God. Tt will not ex- 
cule ſeurrillous, or unſeemly Refle&tions on ir, 
toſay that we are miſtaken : For all 1: 
are fallible, and 7o# may as well be miſtaken; 
as you ſuppoſe. We are ; And therefore: leit 
You ſhould be in the wi ong, it will be the ſateſE 
way to be modeft in cenſurmng. _ R 
No Man ought to take it ill that another 
propoſes Reaſons againſt his Opinien ; but to 
ſcoff at, or revile any pra&ice, or opinion that 
another believes to be founded. on the Word of 
N God, 
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God, is not only ill Manners, but is of dari- 
gerous Conſequence; being apt to breed 
Bitterneſs and Animoſities between the Par- 
ties: And if it ſhonhd happen in a Cake where 


the Practice, or Opinion is really Warranted by 


the od of God, it would be Blaſphemy and 
Ipiery, And therefore in all Matters of Re- 
= we ought to'avoid this manner of Treat- 


nit ; and whatever Book uſes it, we need © 


crouble our felves no farther with it, for it 
certainly is written only to ferve a Party, 
arid not Truth. 

There is another thing that in 7uftice F 
think T may requeſt of 7, which is, That 
ih Tour Worſhip and Prattice, You will not make 
the Difference between us feem greater tharr 
really it is. To abſtain from a thing cort- 
feſſed to be lawful in the Serwice of God, meer: 
iy becauſe obſerved by us, is ſurely very far 

om a Spirit of Meekreſs and Moderation ! 
And therefore I may hope that you will not 
Irdulge Your People in Juch affected diſtances, 
- that can ſerve to no other purpoſe, but to 
make Parties irreconcilable 5 and muſt pro- 
ceed from a greater bitrerne(s of Spirit than 4 

ood Han can be guilty of towards any Chtt- 

_ 

And that 7% may underftand my Mind 
the better in this Matter, I will give 79% a 


few Inſtances that I hope will be inoffenſive F 
| an 
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and in which we may jultly expect Nour Core 
. 'o , \ a 2 #4 \ n -fF 5 ak. of , ' 


Phiance. 


IX. The firſt 5s in the iiſe * the Lords. 
Prayer Which is owned in Tur latger Cate- 
chiln, to be Nor only for Dire&ion, as @ Pat- 
tern according 'to which 2/e ate" to niake other 
Prayers, but may be alſo uled as a Prayer: And 
in your — *tiz recomthended to be »fed 
1 the Prayers of the Church. ' Yet T am infor: 
med that Yon, my Brethren, of this Dioteſs; 
who ſeparate from Our 'Communidn, do tinis 
vetſally negle it, and thereby confirm nr 
Hearers inan Opinion” roo Common'amongf} 
them, that all Forms of Prayer ate unlawful. 
Afid "that for no other Reaſon; 'that 'T-ca 
learn,” but 'to keep up a Difference from us 
Ih Practice, where we really agree in Point 


- 


2+ Your ſitting at Publick Prayers, may be 
a ſecond Inſtance, in which we may reaſon- 
ably expect forme Reformation, *Tis a very 


wreverent thing in it ſelf, againſt the Co- 


mand arid Examples of Seripture, "Is T'think 'I 


have {ulficiehtly” ſhewed ,' and 'againff! this 
pinion Of Your beſt Caſujts, particularly '6f 


& 


r. Ames, de Coiſcientia, Lib. 4: "Cap. 18. 
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batur. That is, Sitting is not of it ſelf a ps- 
ſture of Prayer, becauſe it expreſſes no Reve- 
rence, neither is it approved im Scripture. Yet 
I underſtand that this is the general Poſture 
in which your People offer their publick Pray- 
ers ; and either. becauſe it is for their Eaſe, 
or becauſe you are unwilling to ſeem to lay 
any ſtreſs on outward Performances; or laſt- 
ly, leſt you ſhou'd be like uz, you indulge 
them init ; and ſome of them are ſo igno- 
rant, that they reckon it a piece of Superſti- 
tion in us to kneel at our Prayers; and are 
averſe to our Service, amonegſt other Reaſons, 
becauſe this is required at it. Which Noti- 
ons, I ſuppoſe, you your ſelves do not ap- 
prove ; and therefore we may juſtly expe 
that you ſhou'd endeavour to inform your Peo- 
ple better, and bring them to a Compliance 
with the Rules of Decency in their Religious 
Performanees. 


3. My Third Inſtance ſhall be in the Mat- 
ter of the Holy Sacrament of the Lord's-Swpper 
I ſuppoſe no ſerious conſidering Perſons a- 
mongſt you can deny bur the celebrating it 
ſo ſeldom as it is done in your Meetings, and 
che Peoples backwardneſs in Receiving it, 
are very great Faults ; and therefore we may 
reaſonably expe that you ſhould preſs home 


ro your People the Danger of their Negled, 


and 
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and repreſent to them truly the fin of it, fo 
as not to ſuffer any to aſſume the Name of a 
Profeſſor or a Religious Perſon, that doth not 11 
ſome meaſure come up to the Scripture-Pre- 
cedent in this particular ; and withal, ſo or- 
der the celebration thereof, that every one 
may have ſufficient Opportunities to Receive, 
as the firſt Chriſtians did ; which in your 
preſent way of managing, is impoflible : 
From whence you may be ſure, yours is not 
the Scripture-way, and therefore needs Refor- 
mMatm. | 


4. Let me put you in mind, That it is or- 
dered by your Direffory (as L have already 
obſerved) that ordinarily one Chapter of each 
Teſtament be read at every Meeting, and ſome- 
times more. I think you cannot diſpenſe with 
this Rule, without being liable to juſt Cen: 
fure, from all that have a true value for the 
Word of Ged: And- yet I am informed that 
there is not one of your Meetings in this Dio- 
ceſs, where it is obſerved to the great Derri- 
ment of our common Chriſtianity, andoffence 
of your Brethren. I know the People are 
fonder of Sermons and Lectures of Humane 
Compolure, than of the pure Word of God 
in its Naked Simplicity 5 but you know this 
to be a carnal and finful Humour in them ; 
And God forbid any that claims to be a Mi- 

FE EEE EE: - on a 
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piſter, of zhe Goſpel ſhou'g indulge them in 
at: And, therefore as you wowd maintain a 
.due Reverence in the Peop/e. tor. the. Ward of 
.Gad, I think we, may expe& your Contor- 


c 


mity to us in this Particular, 


:..15. I ſuppoſg you yery well know that the 
,moſ} learned and ſober.Nox-cexformiſts do own 
,that, Occaſipnal, Communion, with our Church 
.is lawtul, and that Pcople had better come to 
our Yorſhip (at leaſt where he that Officiates 
is of Ability and Sobriety) than fir ar home on 
the Lords-Day, or frequent no Aſſemblies at 
all, And you cannot be ignorant that ma 
. Thouſands in theſe, Parts negle& all Publick 
. Worſhip, aud many ſuffer, their, Chilgren, to 
die Unbaptized, for ,want,of Miniſters of 
their 02yn Communign ; And therefore , in this 
. Cale, iris a Point of Juſtice due, to the Spy! 
, of theſe, Poor, People, , and to , our cpmmen 
, Chriſtianity, .to.let them know that it is,their 
 Dury,to join, with\us both.in #orſhip and Sz- 
 Eraments,.. as far, as.your Brethren in Englans 
have Allowed it on ſuch Occaſions. 


6. You are ſenbble that amongſt tholc 
: Proteſtants ;that; diflent from, our ;Church, 
 Jome are Congregational, and others, Precgte 

714855 Your this. Nioceſs where 1 am con- 
cerned, profeſs to.be of this latter Sort, and 
K+. 3 Poke be Te Ml agree | 
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Tothe Diſſenting Winifters of Derry. 1823 , 
agree with us in owning that by Chrift's Ap- 
poinrment, the ;particular Churches in con- 
venient Diſtricts, ought, according;to Scrip- 
ture-Precedents, to Afﬀociate under.one Go. 
yernment ;z and theſe again :to Unite them- 
ſelves into greater :Combinations of Prowvin- 
cial and National Churches. The. Difference 
between You and-Us (is concerning.theſe.par- 
ticular Diſtricts ; Namely, "Whether the Go- 
vernment of ;them ought to:be-in.a Presbytery, 
watha Biſhop as:Preſident and Governor, :by 
1Chriſt's Appointment ; or .in a College of 
\Presbyters.abſolutely. Equal. So.then, weiborh 
own [National and. Provincial Churches, .as well 
.as'{ingle:Worſhipping Congregation: ; but the'Con- 
;gregational Diſſenters .deny that Chriſt inſtitu- 
wed any other Church, :beſides-a ſingle Con- 
Aregation /; and. affirm that all other Church- 
£s, 'Juch as: Claſfcal, Provincial, .or .National, 
-are Humane bruentions ; and. that every -fingle 
"Congregation\is :Independent, and . may indeed 
(keep.ai tair Correſpondence with its Neigh- 

2bour- Congregations, - but is:not under. any-com- 
mon *Government :with them. Theſe Jaſt 

-are-the -avowed Principles 'of Mr. Baxter, 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Lob,Mr. Humphrys, 'Mr.-Boyſe, 

2Mr. Aop, Mir.» Glerkjor, and generally of all 

:the-late cDefenders. of the D:/extgrs Caule in 

JEnglaud.and Irtland: that 'I : have. met «with. 

Now: it is manifeſt that ,thele: Principles of 
Mack N 4 theirs, 
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theirs, are much more different from your 
Principles, than ours are; And the diffe. 
rence is much greater, and more material. 
For it 15 poflible on your Principles and ours 
to preſerve Unity, and to keep up ſome va. 
hae for Excommunication, and other Cen- 
ſures of the Church ; ſince he who is cenſu- 
red in one Church cannot be received into 
another, neither with you, nor us: Whereas 
in the Congregational way, he that is Excom- 
municated in one Congregation, may remove 
tq another, or ſet up one for himſelf if he 
pleaſes ; at the worſt, if he ſhou'd, it wowd 
be counted but az Irregularity. Theſe Prin- 
ciples are deſtructive to the Peace and Uni- 
ty of the Church, as well as to our common 
Cayle ; and our Learned Men have carefully 
Anſwered all the principal Writers of that 
fort ; fo that no Books of that kind have re- 
mained Unanſwered, but ſuch only as were 
meer Repetitions of what had been ſaid and 
anſwered before. I do not remember any 
of you have of late undertaken the Defence 
of this important Truth ; tho? the 4ſembly 
of Divines in their Humble Advice—— - 
concerning Church-Gouernment ( which I ſup- 
poſe yon approve ). do prove it from the 
Holy Scriptures, in their Title of Claſſical 
Aſſemblies. Now we think, in Juſtice to 
your Qwn Cauſe, as well .as' ta Us, 'you 
| : ought 
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ought to warn your People againſt thoſe Books 
that maintain Principles contrary to us both z 
at leaſt not to bear them in hand, that zhoſe 
Books written againſt Us, make for Ton; for 
this will appear a great piece of Inſincerity, 
as well as Ingratitude ; and will tempt the 
Iorld to believe that you are willing to en- 
courage Principles deſtruQtive to your ow 
Cauſe, (as the Principles of thoſe Books ma- 
nifeſtly are in this very Poinr) fo they. do 
but ſerve a Turn, and ſtrengthen your Party 
amongſt the ignorant People. 


6. Laſtly, I think we may juſtly "expe&t 
from you a ready Concurrence with us to 
beat down ſuch Vices and Immoralities as 
are confeſſed on all hands to be againſt our 
common Chriſtianity ; ſuch as Adaltery, For- 
nication, Blaſphemy, Profanation of the Lord's. 
Day, &c. And fince the Biſhops Courts are Le- 
gally impowered to puniſh theſe, and many 
are guilty of them who yet will not appear 
or ſubmit to acknowledge their Sins, and 
upon that Account are Excommunicated : the 
leaft that can be expected from you in theſe 
Caſes, 'is, Not to encourage ſuch Sinners in 
their Obſtinacy, or to admit them to Com- 
munion amongſt 7, whilſt they lie under 
ſach Cenfures ; which might be a means to 
Reform, in ſome meaſure, thele Crying Vices. 
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Theſe are /but a few of thoſe things that 
might'/beinſtancid; 5n which -we. may con- 
'\Qurr in'our:Pra&#ice as well as we do 'm tour 
'Opinions.; and if 'we-did, 1:periwade my elf, 
that 'tho':they did mot-bring ius:to.one Relj. 
pious Communion, yet they'might much -con- 
aribute to our living ceafily with one another, 
and take off 'that 'Uncharitableneſs :which 
-our Religious 'Diſſentions are apt to caule a- 
emongſt us: However, it wou'd be a great 
\Satisfation:to Me, and .I. ſhow'd reckon tit 
fome kind of Succeſs :in imy Office, if :[ 
cou'dgprevail with any fort of People, that 
:profeſs to meet in 'the Name of Chr, to 
(Come nearer 'to 'his 'Þfrtations in their: Wor> 
tfbip; 'tho' T' ſhould not be able to . perſwade 
*them co the Communion whereof :T:am-:a 


Member. 


4. 
— —_———— gs 4 
* 


To the Conforming L 1 1'T'Y. of the 
Divteſs of 'DBRRY. 
A 'S to You, my Friends iand Bretbren of 


!\{' the Lairy, who profeſs 'your | ſelves 
(Members of the 'EPabliſhed - Church; Jt:hath 


-pleaſed God to: place Me rwwapſt you, rand 0 
-give Me an Inſpe&ion over y0u'; amd eis:chnet- 
\- on + your -Account' thati I 'haverweitten ant! 
puablithed 'chis -Freatiſe, 'that:at 1may.be ua 
Sf Pledge 
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'Picage afid Teſtimony to you of my 'con- 
Ain for you, atid 'make* mY cire'to 'tedch 'as 
far as tnay be amongſt you T hope ity Ta- 
'Þotirs this way may eUſcfill to Fol, tb feftle 
4he inds of the Dbubtful,and to 4waketyou 
[to Diligence and Zeal in the performance 
| "of the Service of Gqd. 
-he .grear Principles' of your Religion, 'As 
0M. are Members of the 'Eftabliſhed Church, are 
icontroverted on "all hands ; 'and I'have 
s ar ontl » ſhew char ty# particu 
ar Vyay of Worſhip is Warranted by the 
REP TR, 4 Fs have reaſon w "Heſs" Gi Toy 
5 afforded” you fo man J4 Conltehs 
EOS pe Neg Geating/i it; in Which 'He'Has 
een: pleaſed | ro give you 'fo artifeſ Advim- 
'ta 'C "above © Fopr Diſſenting *Neip bBviers ," that 
norwichſtanding their Numeroufies, 'you 
"have Five * ces for Worſhip,” for Ohe that 
they have, This will render you ihexcuſable, 
it NN negſet' Attendance at then,” br fend 
.any Lord's. Day (as, is” foo common int this 
: Courery), ina me fog from Labour ,"With- 
out any ublic ch TT 
'T mit ewile Þ oF "in" mind, that Gur 
© Service 15 not only Ketek fot the 'Pubtttk,” *bur 
is likewiſe proper for private Families ; and 
therefore I'would adviſe you to make uſe of the 
"words with which Our Church has furniſhed 
you, in your Houſes, as well as in the — 
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At leaſt to uſe luch ſele& Hymns and ColleFs as 
ſeem moſt adapted to that purpoſe. And 
at more ſolemn times I conceive our Litany is 
as tull and propera Service as any Maſter of 
a Family can deſire to offer to God. 

I muſt therefore moſt earneſtly and paſh- 
onately exhort you, by the Name of Our 
Lord Feſus Chriſ#, for his Church's ſake, and 
your own, that you will add Diligence and Zeal 
to this your reaſonable Service, and prepare 
your Hearts to ſeek the Lord your God in his 
Holy Worſhip. And particularly that you 
wou'd endeavour to convince the World, 
that. it is not Fa#ion, or a Party you contend 
for, but the Fruits of Righteouſneſs ; and there- 
upon ftrive rather to our-lve thoſe that differ 
from You, than to out-argue them. Let the 
innocency of your Lives, and your Chriſtian 
Mode:ation convince them of the unreaſona- 
bleneſs of their ſeparation from You. | 

I beſeech the God and Father of Our Lort! 
Teſus Chriſf to multiply his Grace and Peace 
upon 7#u; and to influence You by his Holy 
Spirit, that Tou may be perfed& in every good 
Work ; and particularly in that of Worſhipping 
him in Parity and Holineſs. A 


To 
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To the Diſſenting-L AITTY of the 
Dioceſs f DERRY. 


S to You, My Friends, that diflent from 
Our Communion, it remains only, that 
I beſeech Yon in the Spirit of IMeekneſs, (as 
one that is appointed by the Providence of 
Goa, and the care of a Chriſtian —_ 
to watch over Nur Souls) That You will ſe- 
riouſly conſider, and lay to heart what I have 
here tender'd to You. I cannot prevail with 
you to come and receive Þ/#ru&#:0» from my 
Mouth ; and therefore I have taken this way 
to inform Ju. I will only add a few Obſer- 
vations, which I recommend to vu, and ſhall 
leave the Succeſs intirely to God. 


I. Therefore Nu may obſerve that in this 
Treatiſe I have not led 7 into longReaſonings, 
or the Intricacies of Humane Learning ;, but I 
have referred You to your Bibles, and You need 
£0 no further —_ them to be ſatisfied whe- 
ther the things I have ſaid be as I have repre- 
ſented them or not. Thoſe of Berea are reck- 
oned a Noble People (Acts 17-11.) becauſe they 
ſearched the Scriptures, and | pray moſt —_— 

y 
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ly to God to give Nou a part in that Nobleneſ; 
of mind, that ou may ſearch and find the 
Truth. - 


3. I wow'd dehire outa obſerve that it ever 


tres we ſhall find, that the Prophers ent. 
Geg, the Dodtrines reyealed by him, [ bY 
ut | 


much Zeal or Incling- 


$ a 4 


tign in the gericrality of Men, far the. r 
| : falls ods, ay 
their Prophets. And there js = obyious naty- 


praved Nature, than what God PIertyes 3 
aſo. duces Ra 
to change the In#Zirutions of God, and ſubſt;- 


tute. their own Iwentions inftead of them. 
A thing thar would never come into any 
Man's Mind, if he did not hnd more cafe or 
gratification.to his Humour in chem, than in 


obſerving God's, Commandments. 


Tf 
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To the Difſemting Laity: iigt 
If it were proper to referr you to. the Hi- 
ſtory of the Church, you would, find that 
moſt of all the Corruptions in the Worſhip. of 
God, were introduced by the Fondnels and 
violent Inclinations of the People for them ; 
and that the Church-Governours did long 
oppoſe them, and were bronghe with difh- 
culty at laſt co comply with them. Thus - 
the Worſhip of Images, Prayers tar the 
Dead, Purgatory, the nes | of Saints, 
Half-Communion, being preſent at Church- 
Aſſemblies without Receiving the Lords- 
Supper, and Worihipping het. en all 
vulear Practices at firſt, againft-the Qpinion 
of the Governours of the Church, who ge- 
nerally Oppoſed and Condemned them. $ 
but. being Humane Inventions, the Peg- 
ple. were fo violent for them, that there 
was. no withſtanding them ; fo that if 
the Governours they had would not coms 
ply, | he People did fee up thoſe that 
WOu = | 


Now let me intreat you to reflect a little, 
ind conſider with all Criouſneſs, whether 
there may not be ſomething like this in 
your own Calg, &ipecially in the Matter of 
Extemporary Prayers. It is plain, you have 
brought them into Practice, againſt the Q. 
pinion and Conſtitution of the. Church: Go- 
vernours, and of che Firſt Reformers, _ 

alk 
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all did ſettle Lirwrgies in the Churches which 
they Reformed : This Knox did in Scotland, 
whoſe Liturgy we have ready to produce, 
to the Comviftion of thoſe who pretend to 
be his Succeſſors, and yet condemn Forms of 
Prayer as Unlawful. This Luther did for 
Germany, and Calvin for Geneva, and for the 
French Church, whoſe Liturgies are ſtill uſed 
by them. Yet I find this weighs not much 
with you, though you ſeem to me to have 
little to oppoſe to it, beſides a ſtrange Fd. 
eſs and Paſſion you have entertained for the 
contrary. - And let me tell you, That it is 
no hard matter to give a Reaſon why the 
generality of the People are better pleaſed 
with ſuch Extemporary Prayers, than with 
Forms : For Tani any one wonder that a 
Prayer which People hever heard before, and 
is adapted to the Fancies and Humours of a 
Party, with all the Advantages which Novelty 
gives, ſhould gratifie carnal and itching Ears, 
more than.the fix?d and ſettPd Prayers of a 
Church, or ' that Form diftated by Chriſt 
Himſelf 2 To joyn in theſe with Deworion, 
requires us duly to prepare our Hearts, to 
ſtrain and lift up our Minds with much Seri- 
ouſneſs and Attention, or we cannnot be af- 
fected by them ; whereas there is a Pleaſure, 
and a kind of Senſual Delight, in the No- 
relty of the other Prajers ; and the Tone 
with 
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with which: they :are : fometimes delivered, 
makes the Hearens qnigbuelty Devout, though 
they come: to. them wichout taking Pains to 
{train their Minds to true: Devotion. '' But you 
ought to remember that ?mages and Reliques, 

nd Mediatory Saints, had the very fame Effet 
on. People long ago ;- which made them fo 
fond of them, —_— ey me them inta 
their Worſhip, in ſpice of the Biſhops and 
NE if te Church, as you have now 
brought in Extemporary Prayers ; But *s 
rare to: find the generality of Men fond of 
what is truly Spiritnal : And therefore Peo* 
ple's Fondneſs of your peculiar Way of Wer” 
ſhip, is ſo far from being an Argument fo® 
it, as 1 find fame of you uſe it, that, on thE 
qgay it is a ſhrewd Prefumption thae it 
is not from God ; eſpecially ſince ill People 
are fand of it, as well as gaod : as is manifeſt 
from- many undeniable Inſtances ; which 
could not be fo, if it were Truly, and of it 
If, Spiritual. 


3. I would deſire you to conſider, that 
nothing can generally induce Our Clergy to 
decline theſe Fxremporary Prayers, but their 
Conſcience and Comvit#ion that they are not 
convenient in the Publick Service of God. 
"Tis manifeſt, that Zxtemporary Prayers would 
be much more cafie to moſt of us, and 
5 £ O leſs 
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leſs burthenſom than the 'Service- we uſe : 
Tu may think otherwiſe; but aſſure your 
ſelves that. you are nuſtaken ; :atid 'Þ dare 
appeal to thoſe that have tried: borb, . whe- 
ther ' is moſt eaſie : There are ſuch both 
amongſt 7 and Us who have made the Ex- 
periment ; and I dare referr it to them to 
declare, on their Conſciences, which -of the 
two Services they look en to be the greater 
burthen to him that performs them. * What- 
ever Nu may think, if we would Indulge 
our ſelves, it were no hard matter for 'the 
meaneſt of Us, to paſs an Extemporary Prayer 
on our Auditory, or to turn the Heads of our 
Sermons into one. 


Laſtly, T have one thing which I would 
more-eſpecially requeſt of You, that you 
would believe that I ſincerely and heartily 
deſire atd ftudy the good of your Souls ; ahd 
that I have in this Treatiſe endeavonred to 
promote it, and by God's Aſſiſtance ever ſhall 
in all my Undertakings. 

And it Yu had the ſame Apprehenſions 
with Me, You would not wonder at my 
Concern in this Matter ; for how is it pol- 
ſible that any Man that has a Zeal for the 
Purity of God's Worſhip, ſhonld not have his 
Spirit moved within him, to ſee a well 
manning . People ſo ſtrangely miſ-led, as to 

| Content 


EM ng 


ſelves to him in that humble Poſture. Laſt- 
ly, Never ſee any Body offer to Admini- 
ter, or deſire to Receive the Food of Life 
in the Lord*s-Supper. Theſe are Melan- 
choly Refleftions to . me, who believe 
that God has required theſs in his 7or- 
(hip: and therefore I hope you will take it 
in good part, that I endeavour to reſtore 
them to. Nox. 


I have only to add my moſt earneſt 


Prayers. to, God for Yu: And to beſeech 


him who is the God of Mercy, and Pur- 
chaſer of his Church, by a Price Ineſti- 
mable, to veuchſafe his Blefling to theſa 
my Endeavours, for your Souls Inſtruction ; 
That You may reap the Benefit, and I the 
Comtore of them, in the great Day of our 

O 2 Lord 


ny 
I. 
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Lord Feſus C who only is the True. 
Teacher of cg. his Spirit, and is re] 


to 'Sealthe pe he of his Myviſters: t 
Your Hearts, to open ' the ' Eyes” of You | 
Underſtandings, and [0 guide You ha ' 


Truth, | 


WF: 


